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1 an of Wc of Jo- 
ru was forwarded: io me by à friend in 
London. On peruſing it, and finding the Eu- 
ghifh edition out of print, a number of perſons 
have expreſſed an earneftl wiſh of ſeeing an A- | 
merican impreſſion of it. In my opinion, it is 
well calculated to inſtru and entertain the ri- 
ſing generation, and 40 fuck will, I truſt, be 
deemed an uſeful book in our public enn 
The BIE is an exheuſtible treaſury of divine 
truth : whatever, therefore, is candutive to- 
wards promoting a love for that bleſſed volume 
in the youthful mind, will undoubtedly mect with 
the patronage of the ſeriouſly diſpoſed of every 
Chriſtian denomination-—The author was a much 
efteemed Miniſter of the goſpel in London, and, 
lad he lived, would have proſecuted his yious 


a” CA 
| Hen. Well en with his excellent cha- 


rafter, I could nat, \after "IR repeatedly A 

queſled, any longer deny the preſent editor theſe 
few lines, expreſſroe of my warmeſi approbation 
of this valuable work ; ſenſible that it only wants 
to be known in the United States in oder to be 
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"HEN a new book is uſhered into the 

world, if it has the happineſs either to 
pleaſe or diſpleaſe, there is great enquiry made 
aſter the author: And as I think it would be 
a pity to forbid the world this pleaſing itch of 
enquiry, I forbear pacing my name to the 
Lit. it Foſeph ull ſuch time as this curioſity 
hath in ſome meaſure ſpent itſelf. Vet not ta 
leave the reader altogether in the dark about 


who and what the autbor is, I ſhall give him 


a negative or two. 1 2 
1. He is not then a writer who cannot err, 


for he thinks it poſſible for him now and then 


to be guilty of miſtakes, in ſentiment as well 
as literature, Conſequently, 

2. He is none of that clals whoſe ipſe dixit 
is the pure ſtandard of orthodaxy. But he 
has one thing to ſay for himſelf, which will 
weigh a great deal with people of ſenſe and 
candour, and that is, that the Life o Joſeph 
is wrote as well as he could do it, for could 
he have done it better, he had never ſent it 
into the world as it was; for it was not wreſt- 
ed from, him by force ; neither got out of his 
hands by clandeſtine means ; by thoſe who 
were eager to ſee it in print, before he had 
time to put the 8 hand to it, as has 
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been the W440 of ſome other nb 
He can aſſure the reader, that had his ability 
bore any tolerable proportion to his time and 
opportunity, the preſent production had been 
without a blemiſh. 

But what did 1 chooſe any part of ſaered 
hiſtory for my theme, will be next aſked? 
Did you not know that the bible bas. been laid 
in a great meaſure aſide for many years paſt ? 
and that the people of faſhion will contemn 
it, if it was for nothing elſe but being akin to. 
ſcripture ? Yes, I know it very well ; but be- 
cauſe I have not feen a better book ſubſtitu- 
ted in its room, I would gladly have the uſe 
of the bible revived again. If writers were all. 
agreed to keep the bible ſubjeRts, of courte the 
readers muſt ; for they cab only ramble, as 
they are led by their author. The ſacred vo- 
lume is fertile of ſubjetts, alefated both to 
pleaſe and inſtru ; when let down, by pro- 
per clueidation, within-the reach of young ca- 
pacities. .And rather than one claſs of readers 
mould want entertainment, let me tell them, 
that the bible contains many hiſtories of love 
affairs. Perhaps this may tend more to recom- 
mend it to attention, than all beſides, which 
1 could ſay. 

I have {ometimes thought, that, if inſtead 
okufeleſs controv erſies, upon points which the 
infinitely wife God never intended to be clear- 
ly underſtood in this life, gentlemen of facred 
character were to ennie their leiſure hours 
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in rendering ſome of divine hiſtory. plea- 
fing, and caly to be underſtood by young; 
ones, their lives would be ſpent to much grea- 
ter advantage than they frequently are. Much 
time and pains have been taken; much zeal, 
as hot as Smithfield fire, has diſcovered itſelf 
in defending, that which never was revealed; 
and in, explaining. that which is inexplicable ;. 
and, many a flaming curſe has been thundered 
againſt thoſe bereucs, who would not believe | 
but upon evidence given. Whether mx. 
writing the Life of Joſeph is not a leſs abuſe, 
both of the world and of my own: precious: 
time, I leave to the readei to determine. 
Vell, but. what induced. you to ſet about: 
writing this ſame Life of Joſeph? I tell you 
honeſtly then, that I, was uot pra) ed and in- 
treated to do it, by people who. thought me 
maſter of the ſubzett, as bas been the caſe with) 
more reſpeQable writers: for no one perſon. 
ever hinted ſuch an opinion of me. But I 
wrote it merely to pleaſe myſelf, as the firſt, 
party concerned; and had fully gained my 
end, had I been as well pleaſed with my own, 
performance as I was with the ſuhjett. 5 
And pray What induced you io publiſh it, 
ſeeing ibe world is already burchened with. 
more books than ever will be read? In this 
alſo I differ very widely from: many of my 
brother authors, ſome of whom ſeem to be 
objetls of our warmeſt pity. | I have grieved, 
or might haye grieved, at the heavy comm: 
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laints of ſome authors whoſe jabours have 
deen taken from them as it were by force of 
arms. Such was the importunity of friends, 
who had ſeen the manuſcript, to have it pub- 
liſhed ; that they could not poſſibly refuſe to 
gratify them, however reluftant they were to 
appear in print in fo diſcerning an age. But, 
alas ! I cannot pay this compliment to the 
Life of Joſeph ; for to tell the truth, no one 
creature ever defired me to ſend it abroad, 
or ſo much as to read one page of it in manu- 
ſcript. The whole affair was ſettled betwixt 
my honeſt, and ſince then very unhappy book- 
ſeller.* Certainly thoſe friends att in a very 
unfriendty manner, who oblige'a modeſt au- 
thor, contrary to his ſtrongeſt refolutions, to 
print a performance, which he has ſuch a very 
mean opinion of himſelf, and to expoſe his 
reputation in genius and literature to the ha- 
zard of being bandied about, throughout the 
whole nation by thoſe too mercileſs ſets of 
waggiſh reviewers ; who make nothing at all 
of laughing at human folly. Were my friends 
vicked enough toexpoſe me to ſuch diſagree- 
able hardſhips, I ſhould certainly renounce 
their friendſhip forever. I might indeed ſay 
that the Life of Joſeph is publi/hed by requeſt, 
if I thought it would promote the ſale of it; 
but then I ſhould mean the requeſt of my 
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* Mr. Joſeph Johnſon, lately burned to the 
ground in'Paternolter-Row, and uninſured, 
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bookſeller, who had ſome hope of making 
few pounds by it, if publiſhed, - But Joloak 
ſhall go go without Aber whether it een 


or not. 


What is the moſt wonderful of all- in me is, | 


Jam not afraid to appear in print, even in this 
age, diſcerning as it is: not that L think-my- 
felf cenſure proof ; very far from it. But 1 
have a reaſon more formidable, and which ef- 
tettually ſecures me from apprebending any 
evil at the hand, of the critic ;..and that other 
authors may attain the ſame happineſs, ſhall 


reveal the important ſecret to them. And it is 


this. I ſhall be glad to have every fault in 


the performance pointed out, hat I may make 


the ſecond impreſſion more perfect than the 
firſt ; therefore the more curious they are in 
noting its defeQs, and candid in communica- 
ting them to me, the more ſhall, I deem the 
crities my friends. 

Having given an account of myſelf ſuffici- 
ent to fan any reaſonable reader, I proceed 
to obſerve *. I have a claſs of people in my 


eye, and ſor whoſe ſakes chiefly this little per- 
formance is {cut abroad, amongſt whom I hope 
tohave exen ſome admirers. I mean che young 
and riſing generation, whoſe felicity I hope I 
can ſay I bave very muchat heart. If 1 can 


oat. ge get their good opinion, I care not. who- 
le ſnar 


lat the Liſe of Joſeph. I have been 
much converſant. with. the geniuſſes and tem- 


pers of yount ones, both in my own family ot 


is . 


\ 
' 
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ſeven children, and in a much larger ſphere of 

action; and have had frequent occafion to 
mark with regret; that the harſh and ſevere 
methods which many take with a view to form 
the young mind to agreeable habits, have 
quite the contrary tendency. I have an ut- 
ter averſion to the crabbed countenance of 
the cynical pedagogue, who has no other way 
of imparting inſtruttion but upon the end of 
his cane, or face of his ferula. If the terri- 
ble man, and terrible he is to the little love- 
ly creatures, who ſhrink as they were into 
nothing, and ſhudder at his tremendous me- 
nace, would only conſider that it is impoſſible 
to divide hatred from ſervile fear ; he weuld 
perhaps ſee it neceffary to aim at gaining the 
affeftion of his young pupils, in order to in- 
fure his own ſucceſs. Or if he himſelf would 
go to ſchool to common ſenſe, and learn to 
dreſs virtue in its native attractions; and lear- 
ning in its own innate lovelineſs, he might 

ſpare the labour of the cane and ferula, enjoy 
the love and eſteem of his pupils; inſtead of 
their dtead and hatred ; and return tim to 
their parents good proficients in uſeful learn- 
ing, inſtead of branding them vlth the infa - 
mous name of dunce. A name however, 
that always proclaims the maſter's incapacity 
to teach; arid but very ſeldom want of ability 
in the boy to learn. Want of ability tolearn 
is very rarely the caſe; and want of indlina® 
tion would be much feldomer found than ĩt 
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is, if care was taken to entertain the fancy 
whilſt we would inform the underſtanding, 
If learning was made to reſemble play. rather 
than ſlayery, it would become a pleaſure in- 
Read of a bred, I never yet found that 1 
could ſucceed by mere precept and penalty; 
but if I was happy- enough to hit upon the 
turn of my pupils fancy, I never failed of the 
deſired ſucceſs. Fancy is an ative principle 
and will be employed, euch in different ſub- 
jets it operates variouſly. 
The Life of Joſeph is deſigned to entertain 
my you reader, without vitiating his mind ; 
by ſetting before him one of the moſt amiable 
of ſacred characters, in the perſon of Joſeph, 
the hero of the ſtory. I am not aware ofha- 
ving at all departed from the ſpirit of the text, 
nor from the rules of probability. I have in- 
deed ventured upon a few conjeftures and | 
fictitious poſſibilities, which ſome very grave y 
reader may perhaps be offended with; but f 
in this I am kept in countenance by the moſt * 
orthogx of our commentators, who all have 
their ſuppoſitions and conjettures on many 
places of ſacred ſcripture.. It may be, my 
young reader could even wiſh that I had 
more enlarged upon the fanciful part of the 
ſtory. To bim would make this apology 
for myſelf.— I wrote with caution, always 
keeping in my eye the people above referred 
to, and was cautions of offending them ; for 


I know that it is poflible for a man to be 
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deemed an heretic, for a few things which to 
them a ran to be new and out of the beaten 
rrabi of orthodoxy ; therefore I had a reſtraint 
upon my own inclination, which otherwiſe 


would have led me to give a ſree ſcope to my 
fancy. 


Sh6uld the Life of Joſeph, the fon of If- 
rael, be acceptable to thoſe for whom it is de- 
fined, I am not certain that I ſhall not ſend ' 
ſontething more of the ſame kind abroad i into 
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Jacoz entertains his family with the hiflory of his ozun 
life and that of his fathers— Joſeph's private re- 
 flettions upen ii His firſt dream. — His brethren's 
envy on account of it— Judah and Simeon's dif- 
ferent reflefttions upon Feſeph's dream— Reu- 
ben endeavours to remove their Jealouſy—Belphe. 
Fort reſolution to blaw the flame—S'imeen's dream 
inſpired by that devil Jeſeph's ſecond dream— 
His brethren's reſolution to murder him The pa- 
triarch's care about his ſon.— Joſeph ſent to en- 
quire after their welfare— A Conaanite finds him 
and invites him to his tent, where he tarries till 
morning. and dreams an alarming dream He de- 
parts for Dothan His brethren conſult about put- 
ting him to death— Reuben interpaſelh, is expoſed 
to danger from their reſentment, and is upbraided 
with defiling his father's bed— Fofeph interocedes 
for his life in wvain-—Kecites bis laff alarming 
dream in order to move their pity—Reuben difjem- 
Bles with a view to divert his brethren's urpoſe 
and perſuades them to caft bim into a pit. oſeph's 
prayer in the pit: Abel the protomartyr appears 
to him, comforts and inſtructs him. 15 | 
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T was at the end of autumn, when the boun= 
ties of providence were ſafely gathered in, 
that venerable Jacob entertained his conve- 
ned family with the hiſtory of his own life, and 
the lives of his father Iſaac, and Abraham his 


grandfather. A ſtory fo full of intereſting in- 


cidents, related in a manner truly pathetic, 
ſometimes excited the friendly tear, and at 
others the cheerful ſmile, upon the counten- 
ances of his audience. Nene was more affec- 
ted than pious Joſeph, who ſeemed earneſtly 
to catch every ſyllable in the narration ; httle 
Benjamin indeed marking the emotions of his 
brethren's hearts, by their countenarices, gave 
undoubted tokens of filial piety, as well as his 
elders. Jae lovely Rachel's eldeſt born; 
was abſorbed in contemplating the viciſſitudes 
experienced by his reverend parent, and could 
not fotbear ſympathiſing with him in every 
pait of the hiſtory, whilſt tears bright asorient 
pearls ran down his cheek. Even when alone 
he could not but ruminate on the wiſdomand 
goodneſs of the God of heaven, in ſetting vir- 
tuous Jacob before Elau the prophane, aot- 
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withſtanding nature and Iſaac's choice ſeem- 
ed to have deſigned otherwiſe. Says he to 
| himſelf, whenalone, “raw and unexperienced 
as I am, young and untaught either in the 
myſteries of religion, or the mazes of deceit 
among men of this world, I can .ſee a very 
wide difference between my father and my 
uncle Eſau, A greater difference there was 
not between the roughneſs of the latter, and 
the delicacy of the former, when examined 
by experienced Iſaac's careful touch, than 
there is between their two minds, formed ſo 
very different from one another. And who 
made, or could make the difference but God, 
from whom the ſpirit of life originally came, 
and who formed them both in the ſame ma- 
ternal womb. I adore thee, O my God, that 
the promiſe is with my father Jacob.” Often 
did he reflect with pleaſure and delight on 
the gracious viſits, which the patriarch recei- 
ved irom the Almighty at Bethel and Peniel. 
© Oh, {aid he, that this ſame God, the God of 
my father, may be with me even as he- hath 
been with him! that this God may be my God 
in the land of the living, and my guide and 
portion for ever and ever. 

Thus meditating on the changes through 
. which providence had brought his father, and 
earneſtly imploring grace to imitate the pa- 
triarchal conduct, he was ſeized by the lulling 


charms of balmy reſt, and ſunk beneath the 
Auperiority of che angel. of drowſinels, As be 
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flepthe dreamed, and lo ! all his brethren and 
he were together in the neighbouring field, 
laborioufly reaping the nodding harveſt ; when 
to his amazement, the ſheaf which he had laſt 
reaped ſtood upright in the midſt, as a gov- 
ernor ; and his brethrens ſheaves, as fo many 
loyal ſubjetts, haſtened to pay their court, 
falling down proſtrate before it. Unacquain- 
ted with malice and envy, and not knowing 
but his brethrengvere as free from it as him- 
ſelf, he very innocently told themhis dream ; 
but alas ! the diſtinguiſhed regard at all times 
ſhewed him by his indulgent parent, had al- 
ready called up the demons of malice and en- 
vy to poſſels their unequal hearts, They heard 
him with attention, and felt the impreſſion in 
their hearts, but could not hinder the diſa- 
greeable ſenſation from diſcovering itſelf on - 
their countenances ; ſo ſure an index is the 
countenance to the heart. He, as a youth who 
loves inſtruttion, aſked them what could be 
the meaning of ſuch a dream ? But they dis- 
guiſed their apprehenſions, and with affe ed 
diſdain turned from him, telling him they un- 
derſtood nothing of the matter. But no ſoon- 
er was he departed from them, than they en- 
tered into a conſultation among themſelvęs re- 
lating to the affair. Judah firſt began, & my 
brethren, ſaid he, the dream which the youth 
has related to us, however innocent and 
thoughtleſs he may 8 reſpe ting the event 
4” | 2 | 
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appears to me ſomething more than the influ- 
ence of mere imagination; and if my judg- 
ment is not miſlead, it is ominous of ſuperior 
dignity in the perſon of Joſeph, or the domi- 
nion of his ſeed over the children of his fa- 
ther.” For my own part, returned Simeon, 
I conſider the whole as the fruit of ambition, 
you know he has been foſtered up in a vain - 
conceit of himſelf, by the overweening fond- 
nels of an indulgent and doting parent. See- 
ing himſelſplaced firſt in the paternal affeklion, 
who knowsbut hispretended dream is aicheme 
concerted to root himſelf the deeper in his fa- 
ther's heart, with a view to ſupplant us of the 
patriarchal bleſſing, as our father did our un- 
cle Eſau? Or, if be really did dream what he 
has now related, is it not pretty plain from 
thence, that it is owing to bis mind running 
upon the wiſhed: for dominion ?” Reuben 
now rejoined his brother Simeon thus, “ the 
patriarch's partiality towards Joſeph can never 
be juſtified, for if brethren are expetted to 
dwell in unity, there muſt be an equality a- 
mong them ; partiality in a parent being the 
feed of certain diſſentions among his children. 
Yet we ought to do the boy juſtice, he is truly 
lovely in bo perſon ; even in his opening gra- 
ces you may ſee all the beauty of his mother, 
_ mingled with the maiculine gravity of our re- 
nowned father: beſides, his temper is amia 
dle and mild, his manners ſweet and attrattive; 
iet us not then load the good man with res 
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to the perturbation of Simeon's heart, and re- 


_ {ome terrible judgment. To accompliſh this 
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proach, even if he ſhould love our brother 
with ſuperior regard. Our father was put be- 
fore his elder brother, and thereby the pro- 
mile deſcends to us, let us not, then, too has» 
tily condemn the youth, before we know what 
the Almighty will do with him.” ® 
Tuus reaſoned the ſons of Jacob, whilſt 
Belphegor an angel of the damned race, im- 
placable in his hatred againſt mankind in ge- 
neral, and eſpecially againſt the children of 
the promiſe, returning from a deteſtable in- 
curſion in the neighbourhood of Jeruſulem, 
drew near and hovered in che air over their 
heads, to acquaint himſelf with-their eireum- 
ſtances, de better to embuter their lot, if not 
precipitate them into ruin. He was a witneſs 


ſolved that the flame already kindled ſhould 


not die, whilit, it was in his power to throw 


oil upon it, What the malignant ſpirit aim- 
ed at, wasto excite him to embrue his hands 
in Joſeph's youthful blood, as before. he had ? 
done in that of the Shecheratiesn Which, as 1 
he concluded, if executed, would anſwer in- 
fernal purpoſes. in divers reſpetts; that it 
would bring down the holy patriarch with ſor- 
row to the grave ; it would bring an everlaſt- 4 
ing reproach upon the choſen race; and, it 1 
might proyoke a juſt God to viſit them with 


with the greater facility, he reſolved to im- 


poſe upon his ſenſgs by a team; for which 
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purpoſe he watched him in his tent, and per- 


ceiving him in a deep ſleep, he firſt breathed 
upon his eyes an helliſh damp; that diffuſed 
darkneſs and horror through his whole foul. 
Then, diretting his views to futurity, he dif: 
covered Joſeph in a chair of State, himſelf 
and his brethren proftrate before him, mtreat- 
ing mercy at his hand; by and by he finds 
himſelf bound in fetters, in the preſence of 


his brethren, and caſt in a dungeon ; now he 


ſees his own ſeed the drudging menials of the 
ſeed of Joleph. The name of Joſeph is ex- 
tolled to the heavens, and thoſe of his bre- 
thren mentioned but with coolneſs, and ſome 
oll them particularly his own, with abhorrence, 
Withal he faw the behaviourof Joſeph's chil- 
dren to be haughty and tyrannical to their 
enſlaved brethren. So did the parent of er- 
ror miſlead his judgment, by the delufi- 
on ofan hell inſpired dream. Simeon awoke 
in the morning, and addreſt himſelf to his paſ- 
toral care, following the fleecy race as they 
cropped the verdant herbage ; but a ſullen 
penſiveneſs was ſettled on his countenance, 
the cauſe of which he chole not as yet to re- 
vVead. X | 

Ix the mean wits Jn grew in ſtature, 
in the affeQion of his father, and fear of his 
God. And ere long he dreamed again, a 
dream of the ſame import with the former, 
He fancied himſelf in a pleaſant meadow,co- 


vered with the freſheſt verdure, beſpangled 
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with the many coloured ſtains of natural 
aye ; the lion, the leopard, and panther, 
were hid in ſilence, in their loneſome retreats ; 
—their noctural prowlings in the deſart were 
ſuſpended, and only the voice of the nighten- 
.gale was heard. . As he walked along, admir- 

ing the beauties of nature and adoring the ſu- 
preme Creator, he perceived an uncommon 


motion among the celeſtial ſpheres ; the ſun, 


the moon and the ſeven ſtars, flew ſwiftly, from 
their orbits, and came and male obeiſance to 
him. The next day after evening oblations 
were offered up, and Jacob's family convened 


to lupper, ſuch as the ſimplicy of thoſe days 


admitted of: unſuſpetting Joſeph told his 
dream before them all, His father heard with 
thoughtſul attention, yet deemed it prudent 
to conceal for the prefent his thoughts, net 
knowing what envy it might excite amo 
his brethren ; and therefore gave him a flight 
rebuke, by ſaying, “ Shall I and thy mother 
and thy brethren indeed come to bow down 
ourſelves to thee, to the earth?“ The dream 
and interpretation of it had both taken poſſe 
ſion of the patriarch's mind, and, notwith- 
ſtanding his reproof to Joſeph he pondered it 
in bis heart, and confidered it as divinely in- 
{pired, portending ſome important event. 
Ir was quite otherwiſe with Joſeph's breth- 
ren: this laſt brought the former dream a- 
freſh into their minds, and they began to ſan- 
cy themſelves as almoſt in ſervitude to their 
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brother already. The repetition of the dream 
encreaſed their envy, and alarmed their ap- 


e der rr : eſpecially when Simeon, who 


ad concealed hisdream until now, had related 


it to them. They conſidered the whole as fix- 


ed by fate, and ſaw but one way to prevent 
the execution of the decree ; and that was 
(horrid to name) to cut ſhort his period of 
life; as if there had not been blood enough 
already upon their guilty ſouls. Strange in- 
deed that parants of the choſen ſeed, ſhould 
be found contendingwith their God, and ſtriv- 
ing to prevent the execution of his purpoſes ! f 
How unſearchable are the ways of the Moſt 
High ! and his judgments paſt finding out ! 
THEY now departed to their rural employ- 
ments, firſt to Shechem, where the herbage was 
{oon devoured, and from thence to Dothan; 
where there was plenty of graſs, and ſhelter 
for their cattle, Unfurniſhed with that duti- 
ful regard, due to fo good a father, their de- 
parture was concealed from bim; whether 
from thoughtleſſneſs, or with a view to find 
occaſion to deſtroy Joſeph, I pretend not to 
ſay : but their abfenee filled the patriarch's 


nnd with ſolicitous concern for their welfare, 


wherefore, he reſolved to fend his beloved 
Joſeph in queſt of them, to learn their fitua- 
tion. In the mean while, being arrived in 

Dothan, they conſult together what methods 
to take to prevent the grandeur of their de- 
teſted brother, and his death was determined 
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on by the majority. Thus fin at firſt diſcov- 
ered itſelf to = exceeding ſinful by the hor- 
rid att of fratricide, and now the iſſue of this 
counſe! was, that brethren ſhould ſhed their 
brother's blood, and without ſo much as the 
allegation of guilt againſt him. 

Jos rn was diſpatched by his father to en- 
quire after the health of his brethren, a taſk 
which was extremely agreeable to a mind like 
his, formed to offices of benevolence. Firſt he 
went to Shechem, where he expetted to have 
found them, but inſtead of them he met with 
a ſtranger,.who, ſeeing a comely young man 
wandering in the fields, drew near and thus 
accoſted him :—* Young man, if I miſtake 
not you are a ſtranger in theſe parts, wander- 
ing in queſt of ſome deſired objett; I am a 
native of this country, and if you will be pleaſ- 
ed to command me, I'am ready to ſerve you 
to the utmoſt of my power. It is the will of 
heayen that we ſhould not be neglettful of 
ſtrangers, but perform all offices of goodwill 
towards them, and we find our account in o- 
beying the precept, for the God of heaven is 
the guardian of ſtrangers.” Joſeph, affected 
with the goodwill of this ſtranger, meekly re- 
plied, “ My friend, for ſuch your ſentiments ' 
beſpeak you, I am here at this time in ſearch 
of my brethren, who ſhould be feeding their 
{locks near to this place, I ſhall take it kind 
if you can inform me whereabouts they are.” 
If replied the ſtranger, you meay the ten 
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ſons of Iſrael, the Hebrew, I can help you in 
this matter, for it is but three days ſince I was 
with them on buſineſs ; when finding the adja- 
cent paſtures conſumed by their numerous 
flocks, I heard them conclude upon going to 
Dothan, where the earth produced herbage 
in the richeſt luxuriance.“ Pe, 
Ir you are brother to theſe godlike ſhep- 
herds, let me prevail with you to refreſh your- 
ſelf in my tent, which is at no great diſtance; 
and in the morning as ſoon as the cheerful ſun 
illumines our horizon, you ſhall depart in 
peace.” The day being far advanced, and 
the ſable evening drawing near, our youth- 
ful hero accepted of the kind invitation and 
ſlept in the tent of the Canaanite. Retiring 
to reſt, his dreams came ibto-his mind, earneſt- 
ly he waſhed for the irifexprefation of them; 
but apfnerſt his contemplations be fell Aflecp, 
and dreamed one of a very different nature. 
He fancied himſelf wandenng ian unknown 
field, amidſt the notturnal gloom; ſun, moon 
and ſtars, having bid their radiance in the 
denſity of the atmoſphere, penſive and me- 
lancholy, be wandered with painful fieps, he 
knew not whither. No voice was heard but 
that of beaſts of prey, upon their nightly rav- 
ages, the growling of the lion, and booting of 
the bird of darkneſs, were the only muſick 
that ſaluted his ear. Ere he was aware, he 
fell into an horrible pit, inhabited by hiſſing 
ſnakes, and other deadly reptiles ; and in the 
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fall, his many coloured coat was torn peace- 
meal, and hung upon the buſhes over him.— 


He had but jui reached the bottom when two 


monſtrous adders warped themſelves about his 


legs, which ſrightened him ſo that he awoke 


and rejoiced that it was but a dream. Some 
benevolent ſpirit of the ethereal race, having 
heard the malevolent conſultations of his bre- 
thren, might take this method of apprizing 
him of ſome danger near at hand, that he might 
guard himſelf againſt their bloody deſigns. 
But Joſeph's friendly heart was incapable of 
ſuſpicion. He wouldhave deemed it a crime 
in him never to be forgiven, to have entertain- 
ed, but for a moment, the leaſt jealouſy of 
their humanity. Had integrity and upr:ght- 
neſs equally governed the reſt of thy ſons, O 
Joc what ſcenes of ſorrow. wouldit, thou 


ave eſcaped, and how gently would time have 


condutted thee through the decline of life... 
Tus reverſe of Joſeph's diſpoſition was 
theirs, for the moment they ſaw him aſar off, 
they renewed their determination againſt him 
to deſtroy him, and by one bold ſtroke to free 
themſelves from the fear of his future adyance- 


ment. According to our wiſh, cried raptu- 


red Levi, he comes; behold this dreamer com- 


eth !” returned Simeon, * now. is the time 


brethren, et us put him to death, and ſee what 


will become of his dreams.” Not fo, replied . 


Ren How * we e have the W le, 
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and coyenant, we who are the ſeed of the fro. 
miſe, be guilty of fratricide ? What! ſhall we 


who are called to lift up holy hands, and to 


offer pure oblations to the God of heaven, 


ſtain our louls with the blood of an innocent 


brother ? Remember brethren, the blood of 
Abel, cried from the earth to the Lord to 
whom vengeance belongs, and will not the 
blood of Joſeph rouſe the wrath of the omni- 
potent? And who ſhall eſcape when anaven- 
zing God purſueth? Is our father partial in 
favour of the youth, the fault is not with him, 
Even enyy itſelf muſt confeſs his merit. Are 
his dreams ominous of his future greatneſs ? 
Cannot Joſeph, be great without our being 
faves to him? Shall we flay our brother for 
the licentious rovings of unbridled imagina- 
tion? Who can anſwer for dreams? Could 
we even convi him of ambition, might not 
his youth and inexperience, in ſome meaſure 
plead his excuſe ? Further experience, grow- 
ing acquaintance, with men and things, would 
teach him that man is not originally deſigned 
for ſlavery.” Let the old man our father plead 
for his Joſeph. His life is wrapt up in that of 
his child. And will you dare to murder the 
father in the ſon, and pierce his heart through 
the blood of his Joſeph ? Think of our father 
my brethren, ſee him weeping a deteſted life 
away over his murdered fan ; murdered by the 
begotten of his father; murdered by the very 
men in whom he confided without reſerve, 
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Let the fear of God, and the love due to ſo 
venerable a father, be advocates for his help- 
leſs youth; and let me never ſee the evil that 
ſhall by this villainous barbarity be brought 
upon Iſrael, the favorite of heaven.” 

& Is this Reuben, with malicious irony, cri- 


ed Levi, Reuben the firſt born of Jacob? The 


pious Reuben, who in a phrenzy of brutal 
{uſt crept into his father's bed and defiled it ? 
Where was thy fear of God, thy love and ve- 
neration for thy father then ? Art thou our di c- 


tator ? Thou who couldſt not ſpare even thy 


father's wife, all of a fudden become fo pious ? 
Art thou ſo careful for thy father's life, thou 
who alone hadſt audacity to cuckold him? Let 


'ame forever ſhut Reuben's mouth, and leave 


”% 


it to good men to be advocates for virtue. 
„Vous iaveRtive, my brother, faid Reu- 
ben, ſtings me with the keeneſt remorſe. 1 


own the charge to be juſt and cannot forget, 
the evil of my fin. I have diſhonored my God, 


my father and myſelf ; and have left thereby 
an indelible- ſtain on my offspring, to the la- 


teſt generation. But the heavy days and the 


many ſleepleſs nights, that this foul miscarri- 
age has coſt me, though they can never exte- 


nuate my highly aggravated guilt from before 


the God of jacob; might in ſome meaſure 
exempt me from the upbraidings of my bre: 


thren, Believe me, Levi, my own conference. 


ferves as a thouſand reprovers, and needs not 


your'cruel aſſiſtance. Let it is juſt, my bro- 
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ther, and I cannot reſent.it.. But my former 
impiety is indeed the reaſon wherelore I can; 
not fall into your bloody meaſures. My con- 
{cience too, loudly tells me that I bave guilt 
enough upon my ſoul already, without con- 
trating more in ſuch an horrid manner as this 
which Simeon bas prelcribed; that I have al- 
ready been thecauſe of more than enough of 
forrow, to my dear and honored father, with- * 
out joining in the murder of his fon, to bring 
down his venerable hoary head, with inſup- 
portable ſorrow to the grave. He whoſe con- 
{cience groans under the weight of inceſtuous 
adultery, has little need to add to the burden, 
the tremendous weight of innocent blood. I 
cannot therefore conſent to che deed. 

„Tu indelible ſtain which Reuben, by. 
his own confeſſion, hath fixed on himſelf and 
Offspring, may reconcile. the baſeneſs of his 
mind to flavery, ſaid Simeon, but our ſeed. 1s 
free, and not born to ſervitude. . Therefore, 
Joſeph, by my advice ſhall die; if pious and 
reformed Reuben, will not conſent to his death 
he dies along with him. Why ſhould he live 
to be able to accuſe us to our father? One 
condition, and only one, if you are all agreed, 
I would have offered to Reuben; it he agrees 
to that he lives, and af not, he and Jolephdie 
together; for he ſhall never be the publiſher. 
of our guilt, Let Reuben become our accom- 
plice, otherwiſe bind himſelf by an oath. to the 
molt inyiolable ſecrecy. By this alone can he 
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hope to prolong his life. Speak, Reuben, do MN 

ye accept the conditions ?” ö 
„Gtr me till to-morrow about this time 

to conſider it, and then you ſhall have my an- 

ſwer replied Jacob's elder born.“ 
Ox hour and no more we grant, at which 

time we expect your anſwer. rejoined che 

brethren in wickedneſs. | 
By this time Joſeph came nigh to his bee- 

thren, and ſmiling with delightat having found 

them all together, came near to embrace them 

and inquire after their health. But what in- 

expreſhble ſurpriſe ſeized him, when inſtead 

of returning his :careffes, they turned away 

from him, and ſhook him off, with vengeance ' 

| louring on their countenances ? Inſtantly. he 

is ſeized; ſtript of his rich party coloured coat, 

and fettered both hands and feet. Alarmed 

Reuben; cried, Stop, ſtay your hand butone 

hour, the hour promiſed and ye ſhall then have 

my anſwer.“ All agreed that one hour and no 

more ſhould be granted, ere Joſeph was put 

to death; and Reuben caſting a look of deſ- 

pair and pity on his fettered brother ; © 1 wiſh 

{aid he; your duty to your father, and love to 

your brethren, could have admitted your ſtay- 

ing at home, inſtead of viſiting theſe men who- . 

ire bent on your deſtruttion ;”* ſo faying, he 

precipitately withdrew to conſider what an- 

{wer he ſhould A his brethren, 
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Tx x elder brother gone, and Joſeph enclo- 
ſed amidſt his ſanguinary brethren, like an 
helpleſs lamb amongſt ſo many voracious wolves 
was thus addreſſed by one of them. Ambi⸗ 
tious youth! think now of your ſtate; one 
hour elapſed and the tide of your ambition is 
for ever ſtemmed, one hour puts a period to 
your life, which is forfeited to our liberty.— 
Die you muſt. and ſhall, if fate had decreed 
the contrary.” He replied, „had I knownthe 
malignity of your intentions, I might have a- 
voided the ſpare ; but duty: to my father, and * 
to my brethren, and therefore duty to my God 
brings me here; if he hath Jed me bither for 
laughter, I ought, 1 muſt ſubmit, but if my 
God ſees it for · the honor of his mayeſty to pre- 
ſerve me, he hach power to change your pur- 
poſes, as he turneth the rivers of water; or 
may point out means whereby I may be de- 
livered from your vengeance. Tell me what 
have done: wherein 1 have affended you: 
if I have erred, it is unwittingly and it is hard 
to be put to death for inadvertency, Make 
known my fanlts, and if I reform them not, 
let looſe your fury upon me. But I adjure you 
by the God of Abraham, Iſaac; and jacob, 
that ye flay/me not unconvicted. If I have 
wronged any of you, I am willing to make re- 
flituiion to the utmoſt: if I have offended, to 
ſubmit myſelf, and to ãmplore forgiveneſs, but 
cut me not off in ay youth, before I ar- 
rive at the ſtate of manhood ! * yes, young- 
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ſter, replied Simeon, you have wronged us 


{o, chat you cannot make reſtitution. You 
have ſtolen the affetlions of a partial father, 
which you cannot reſtore : you have let your, 
{elf up by your ptetended dreams, as our lord 
governor ;- you bave made us and our 
** children, yea, and our father himtelf to do 
homage to your pride ; but we ſhall ſoon ſee 
what your greatneſs will come to. You ſhall 
not live e ee your enſlaved bre - 
Gul d wig ts et 


thren: die a | TH INTE» 
„ Aas mut, chen die for my dreams! 
which of you has the government of his fancy 
whilſt aſſeep. Oh, Simeon, my brother Sime- 
on, could I help my dreams ? I liule thought 
that they would! bave given offence: to any of 
you, when I innocently related them. I want 
no ſuperiority, Jaccount, myſlelf unwor thy. 
even of equal regard, much more ſo of ſupe- 
rior eſteem. If my father ſhaws-any-paruality- 
towards me, it is for-my mother/s/lake, and 
not for any thing in me. And mult I die ſor 
any partiality in my father ? Make the caſe 
your on, my dear Simeon, would you like 
to be yut to death for any rovihgs of your 
dreaming imagination? To be murdered in 

cold blood for; what you chuld not poſſibly 
help ? If I muſt die for baviag dreamed a 
dream, which you think portends felicity and 
greatneſs, give me leave to relate to you one 
that I dreamed laſt night: if the former exci- 
ted your angerand reſentment, the latter ma 
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as juſtly entitle me to your compaſſion and 
ſympathy.” Leave obtained, he related the 
dream he had in the tent of the Canaanite, 
which his brethren heard with rifing indigna- 
tion; and as ſoon as he had'finifhed; Simeon 


ſpoke to his brethren, with fury flaſhingifrom 


bis eyes; * this dream is an artfub contrivance 
of the inſolent wretch to fix a laſting reproach 
pon us, and upon our ſeed. We, my bre- 
hren, are intended by the deadly ſerpents; 
derhaps I myſelf am meant by one of the ad- 
ers that warped themſelves about his legs, 
ind wakened him in ſuch a fright ; but why 
do we ſuffer him to prate any/longer? One 
troke of my ſcymeter will put an end to his 
:nfolence. Ambitious wretch ] thouſhaltprate 
no more.” Here he drew his ſword, and ruſh- 
ed up to have cloven the ſtripling in twain, 
but judah caught him in his arms, and cried, 
e ſtop. ſtop, my Simeon. Remember the pro- 
miſe we have juſt now made to Reuben; 
wait the time, and let us fee what reſolution 
r CoA wougr rr fe 
« O Jupan! cried Jofeph, [udah'my ho- 
noured brother; thou art he whom thy bre- 
thren ſhallpraiſe : may I hope to find an inter- 
ceſſor in thee ? What if thy ſons; either Er or 
Onan, were in the fame condition in which 
thou ſeeſt me? How would thy bowels yearn 
over them? See their diſtreſs in mine: feel 
my father's affliction in'thine own ; a&a faith- 
fa} part in delivering me from mine enraged 


OT FIR IR this day - riſen. up againſt 
me without à cauſe. Q, Judah, ** me owe 
my life, and; all the happineſa of it, to a bro- 
ther {a hongurable in the houſe of his father. 
And you, O Simeon and Levi, think of the 
guilt, ye will bring upon yourſelves, by perpe 
trating a deed fo horrid Ve may eſcape pun- 
ns from the hand of man, but affure 
yourſelves ye will not eſcape from the hand 
of Gad. For judgment is his, and he will re- 
pay it either, in this life, or that which is to 
come,“ 

Tu vs Joſeph imerce ded fora life, now in 
deed rendered wretched, by the unkind beha- 
viour of his father's ſons: more out of deſite 
to diſſuade them from contracting freſh guilt, 
than from any dread he had of death, or what 
ſhould follow 1 4 it. Whilſt Reuben retired 
behind a neighbouring thicket, to pour out 
the bitterneſs of bis ſoul before God, and 
pray to be diretted what part he ſhould aft in 

the preſent iniquitous affair. How ſhall I act 
laid be,? If 1 confent, I bring guik upob my 
own ſoul and add murder to my inceſt. : 
do not conſent, my life is forfcited to tet jea- 
louſy of my brethren who will never be eaſy 
whilſt I am alive, let me be tied to ſecrecy by 
what oath ſoe ver. Surrounded by k 
dence diQates to chule the leaſt, that thereby 
we may eſcape the greater. I muſt at all e- 
vents endeavour to ſave the boy's life; in or · 


der io vieh I muſt conſent to. his death, 
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and may perhaps win ſo far upon his enemies, 
as to leave the manner of his death to me, — 
His heart was divided between the thoughts 
of his own ſafety and Joſeph's. The ſorrow * 
which he foreſaw ready to fall upon his aged 
father, andthe guilt juſt about to be contrac- 
ted by his brethren ; but ſtill he ſteadily de- 
termined to uſe his beft endeavors for the 

fafety of the youth, With this reſolution, al- 
though difſembled, He returned to the reſt 
ſeemingly with a plactd countenance ; and 
thus addrefſed them. My brethren, I am now 
ready to coneur with your meaſyres, and e- 
ven to be active therein, upon one {mall con- 
dition being granted me, which is, that inſtead 
of ſhedding of his blood, we confine him till 
death in yonder pit, on the other {ide of the 
paſture.” Agreed, replied his brethren. So 
that he dies, no matter how. And hereby Reu- 
ben makes himfelfnotonly an accomplice, but 
a principal actor in the tragedy. Away with 
him to the pit, and there let the ſun, moon, 
and ftars, pay their court to him as their go- 
vernor:?. / Pipe e 

Ar this inſtant, they hurricd him away to 
the propoſed pit, whilſt be in anguiſh of heart, 
ſummoned them all to meet him hereafter be- 
ſore the judgment feat of the king of kings, 
where he affured them he ſhould have juſtice 
done him. This appeal he deligned as a 
means of | convittion, whereby bis brethren 


might be brought to repentance that their fins 


* 
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might be blotted out, when times of reſreſh- 
ing ſhould come from the preſence ofthe Lord, 

Jos zen, now let down into the pit; Reu- 
ben rejoiced in hope of having it in his pow- 
er to deliver him ſafe the enſuing night to his 
good old father; whoſe heart he knew; muſt 
pant with painful anxiety till his return. Ha- 
ving determined upon this ſalutary proje d, 
he left him there and went to diſpatch ſome 
paſtoral huſineſs among the menial herdsmen, 
at a differeut part of the wilderneſs, propoſing 
ere long to return. In the meanwhile, Jo- 
ſeph having nothing but death: to expect, and 
hardly even defiring any thing elſe, lift up 
his ſoul in feryent prayer to the God of his 
ſalvation. © Thou God,” he cried, © whole 
preſence kills immenſity itſelf, whoſe eyes ſeo 
and whoſe eye-lids try the actions and hearts 
of men; thou. muſt of peceſſity be preſent 
here, and witneſs to all my treatment from 
my brethren. So far as he appointment is 
thine, I defire cheerfully to ſubmit to it, and 


own thy conduct juſt, as 1 haye deſerved a 


thouſand deaths ere now. But Lord my bre- 
thren's motves differ from thine as far as eaſt 
from weſt, for envy do they now riſe up a- 


gainſt me. Here I am in all appearance ſhut 


up for certain death, My God, let not mx 
blood be charged upon the ſons of my: 


father. My God forgive their iniquity. And 
O Lord do thou ſupport my aged father un- 
der the pangs of ſorrow, which, he. will:ſrom: 
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his paternal fondneſs neceſſarily feel. Sup- 
port him, O my God, and give him to bear 
his affliction in my loſs, becoming the parent 
of the choſen race, Here I am, thow God 
of heaven and earth. I muſt die if thou in- 
terpoſeſt not. If death is deſigned for me, 
help me to bear it with humble reſignation ; 
but Lord, if thou pleaſeſt to prolong a life 
altogether inſignificant, thou haſt the means in 
thine own hand. Uſe them as will be moſt 
for thy glory.” Here he was ſurpriſed by an 
uncommon radiance which diffuſed itſelf 
through the place. A ſplendor which over- 
came him with the ſweeteſt ſenſation, and gave 
his enraptured ſoul a large taſte of ethereal 
felicity. The amazing brightneſs a little di- 
miniſhed, ſo far as to enable mortal eyes to 
endure it, there ſtood a bloetning youth con- 
feſt to his view. The inſtant the celeſtial vi- 
fitant diſcovered himſelf, he thus accoſted the 
ſon of jacob. I am fent, by my God and 
thine am 1 ſent, to inform thee that he is well 
acquainted with all thy afliflions and perfect- 
ly knows thy preſent diſtreſs. Not Jehovah 
only, but the hoſts of heaven, in general are 
witnefles of thy miſery. The celeſtial legions 
bowed over the brow of heaven, and beheld 
the baleful deed with as much uneaſineſs and 
fearful apprebenſions for thee, as celeſtial fpi- 
rits are capable of, till the purpoſe of the eter- 
nal was revealed. But this calmed every mind 


and the ſovereign will of thy God, reconciled 
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in an inſtant the will of miriads. I am Abel 
the protomartyr. I fell, my Joſeph, by the 
hand of my brother Cain, and the day of my 
fall was the day of my exaltation. 9 
did you but know the joys prepared for thoſe 
that love the Lord, you would not wiſh to 
prolong life a moment. But your time is not 
come. You are deſigned to foſter infant Isra- 
el under the ſhadow of your wings. You muft 
be fold into Egypt, to govern that fertile land, 
and provide ſuſtenance for the ſeed of the 
promiſe, Even to day you muſt be gone, for 
thy God makes uſe of thy brethren's jealouſy 
tor this very purpole. Only remember that 
when thou artin Egypt thou wilt be tempted, 
but keep it ever in thy mind that the God of 
the Hebrews ſent thee thither. There thall 
thy brethren bow down to thee. There ſhalt 
thou embrace thy father, and there ſhall Ben- 


jamin fall upon thy neck and ſhed the frater- 


nal tear. Be not careful about thy father's 
zfflittion. Leave him to bis God, he ſhall be 
{upported and brought through. When the 
day is thine think well of thy brother Reuben, 
he had thee here purpoſely to deliver thee, 
but he muſt ſee thee no more, till you meet 
in the court of Pharaoh, I leave thee Jo- 
ſeph, the peace of thy God go with thee, 
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Jostrn taken out of F 5.11 to Alvah an Iſh- 


maelite— Reuben returns ts the pit His ſorrow 
and deſpair on miſſing Foſjeph— His lamentation— 
He —__ 2 Fog. bis brethren — Tu- 
dah repents of what was dene and informs Reuben 
—They fend out ' meſſengers to outrtake him and 
bring him back—An angel appears ts Reuben and 
comforts him—T hey dip Foſeph's coat in blood and 
fend it to Jacob Jacob grief and Dinah's deſ- 
pair Fofeph's arrival in Egypt—T he friendly 
treatment he meets with from Alvah— He chaofeth 


lo abide in Egypt Potiphar ſees him on the mart 


and concerves a liking to him Purchaſes him and 
preſents him to Sabrina his new married lady —A 
grand hunting match in the deſart— Joſeph kills a 
lion and delivers his miſtreſs —Sabpina conterves a 
violent paſſion for him-—Gabriel inſpires Foſepb 
with a dream ominous of danger — His proſperity 
n his miſtreſs @ ſecond time from a 
band of Arabs His miſftreſſe's paſſion thereby 
greatly inflamed. 


eee in thought the ſon of Iſrael 
lay, after the heavenly viſion was depart- 
ed, when Judah came tothe brim of che pit, and 
calling Joſeph by name, let down a rope which 
he ordered him to tte about his body below his 
arms, then he and his brethren drew him out 
of the pit, and led him to a numerous caravan 
of merchants, going from Gilead to Egypt, 
with myrrh, balm and fpicery. Confident in 
the word of the heavenly meſſenger he aſcen- 
ded out of the pit dreading no evil, and ſuffer- 
ed himſelf to be fold to Alvah, the chief of 
the company for twenty pieces of filver. The 


_ youthful beauty and mature underſtanding of 


our hero, equally conſpired to endear him to 
his maſter, who ſoon employed him in the go- 
vernment of his camels, with whom we leave 
him whilſt we follow Reuben from the diſtant 
ſield to the pit.“ Joſeph, my brother Joſeph,” 
ne cried, but Joſeph made no anſwer, he re- 
peated the doleful invitation, but ſtill no voice 
was heard. He rent his garments, tore his 
hair, and roamed about the brink of the pit 
D 2 | 
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in the greateſt anguiſh of foul, almoſt to throw 
himſelf down into it, and die Lich his loſt bro- 
ther. At laſt having ſpent himſelf to no pur- 
pole he called Joſeph's laſt dream to remem- 
brance, and dreaded its being literally fulhl- 
Jed. Then he thought again, can my brethren 
have threacherouſly murdered him in the ab- 
ſence of his friend. O falſe and dreadful 
brethren ! cruel and bloody men! to ſhed 
the blood of the innocent, contrary to ſolemn 
contratt. Racked with deſpair and glowing 
reſentment, he reaſoned with himſelf, wheth- 
erit were not beſt toruſh upon his brethren and 
plunge his dagger in each of their hearts, one 
by one,.till he himſelf ſhould periſh upon the 
points of their ſwords. In one minute he 
was fully bent upon the bloody purpoſe, in 
the next, the horrors of an agonizing parent 
expiring over his wunkred th mily, pierced 
him to the heart. Then he cried, “ O my 
father, my father, how wretchedly am I de- 
ceived ? I thought to have been happy in 
making ſome atonement for my paſt guilt, by 
delivering thy darling from his murderous 
brethren, and reſtoring him ſafe to thy fond 
embrace. But, ah! I am deceived. Joſeph 
is loft, ircetricycably loft. And what ſorrows 
will wring the heart of my parent, when he 
learns that Joſeph is no more. O my Joſeph, 
pladly would 1 revenge thy blood upon thy 
murderers. But, alas ! the loſs of one is 


more than enough for a tender parent to bear. 
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How would his aged heart fink under the car- 
nage which this arm-would- make, ſhould I 
give ſcope to my juſt revenge? But, O my 
father, my father, for thy ſake I live, and 
leave it to-God'to avenge the death of thy 
ſon. Sorfaying, he went up to his brethren, 
grief and reſentment ſparkling.in his eyes.” 

„ F ALsE men, where is the lad? Where 
is Joſeph ?* Could you not withhold your 
bloody hand from him fort one night that the 
unhappy youth might have had time to pour 
out his heart unto his God? But alas !, he is 
gone. And I, whither ſhall I fly?  How-ſhall. 
I anſwer to his father for his-untimely. death ? 
What agopies muſt the good man feel, when 
he hears that foſeph is no more? O my fath- 
er! O Joſeph! my poor Joſeph.” So ſaying, 
his over ſwelled heart breaks forth in guſh- 
ing ſorrow, which trickled down his manly 
cheeks like chriſtial waters from the 'diamond.- 
rock. But ſorely never did tears better be- 
come the maſculine countenance than now ! 
Sach was the anguiſh of Reuben's ſpirit, that 
like a contagion, his grief reached the hearts 
of his brethren : and even Simeon himſelf, 
felt for a moment ſomething like remorſe. A 
ſolemn filence reigned in the whole affembly. 

Tuvan at laſt broke through the gloom 
that covered them, and addreſſed Reuben. 
My brother, permit your forrow to ſubſide, 
ſuffer your reaſon to fupercede your paſſion, 
and coolly hear what I have to offer. I am, 
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now thoroughly convinced that what we have 
Jone is wrong, notwithſtanding Jofeph is yet 
alive.” Reuben quickly replied, *< If he lives 
let me ſet my eyes upon him that my heart 
may be at reſt.” “Alas, ſaid Judah, though 
de lives, 1 cannot prefent him to you. For 
I, even I, to ſave his life, adviſed to ſell him 
o ſome Midianitifh merchants, who pafled by 
lere in your abfence. This is done and can- 
10t be undone, or it ſhould. And I am now 
nore convinced than ever that he will live to 
"ze his dreams fulfilled, and his brethren to 
dow down unto him. Ves, my brethren, his 
aſt night's dream has been amply verified, 
or it may be truly ſaid, he fell into a pit of 
;erpents, even in the houſe of his father. I 
feel within me ſome monitor telling me, that 
God who weighs the attions of men in an 
even balance, will viſit and puniſh my having 
concurred in ſeparating Joſeph from his fath- 
er and brethren, by the judicial death of my 
own children, O that it was undone again, 
and that we had it in our power to reſtore 


hum to his father.“ 


Art the brethren heartily concurred in 
Judah's ſentiments, Simeon alone excepted, 
„For his part, he faid, all that he grieved at, 
was, that they had ſuffered him to eſcape, 
and leave him within the poſſibility of ſupe- 
riority.— When we had him, ſaid be, it was 
madneſs to let bim go.” * I would not for 
the world, ſaid the reſt of his brethren, Sime-, 
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on, that it had beenzas you would have wiſh» 
ed it.” But Reuben fleu from his place like 
lightning, and would inſtantly have killed Si- 
meon; but, that Napthali, who perceived 
from his countenance, the effect that Sime- 
on's ſanguinary ſpeech bad made upon his 
heart, aroſe with the ſwiſmeſs of a hind ; 
caught his elder brother by the arm, and begy 
ged tor Jacob's ſake that he would moderate 
his paſhon, Again compoſed, he brethren 
conlult how they may ſtrive to regain their 
loft, brother. It was agreed te ſend out meſſ- 
engers early in the morning, to overtake the 
Ithmaelites, offer to Alvah the price given 
tor Joſeph, and as much more as might pro- 

cure his releaſe. This agreed upon, and meſſ- 
engers appointed for the negociation, they all 
retired/to reſt, every one with his ſervants to 
his ſeparate tent. Reuben was juſt laid down, 
and ſtriving to: compole himſelf to reſt, when 
a dazzling; glory ſhone through all che tent, 
and a votce more than human, called him hy 
name, Reuben, Reuben, ſirſt born of Iſrael, 
hear my words and attend unto my ſpeech.— 
You mourn for Joſeph, and not without cauſe, 
conſidering the oecaſiom of his exile. - But 
know this, that he is the pecaliar care; of his 
God, whois with him wherever: he goes, and 
who will make whatever he does to proſper. — 
He ſhall find a friend, a father, and brethren 
in a ſtrange land, where he fhall dwell ſecure- 
ly, till his brethren, unknown to themſelves, 
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ſhall bow down unto him with the humbleſt 
ſupplications. For Joſeph ſhall be found, — 
Thine arms ſhall yet embrace him, Reuben. 
And the whole world ſhall know him as the 
nurſing father of the choſen race. Mean- 
while, ſecure thine own life, Reuben, by con- 
ccaling che matter from hoary Ifrael, left the 
rage of thy brethren: mix thee untimely with 
the duſt; for ſome of them are old in blood- 
ſhed, and ſhudder. not at human carnage, 
Obferve my words and all ſhall be well.“ 

As Phœbus approached the northeaſt verge 
of this duſky world, and fair Aurora pur- 
pled the ſky, the meſſengers ſet'ont' by diff. 
erent ways, to overtake the caravan, they 
roamed through howling waſtes and ſandy 
deſerts to no purpole, till fpent: with the fas 
tigue of the day; they returned faint and 
weary on the enſuing night, to their brethren 
at Dothan, Every countenance diſcovered 
diſguſt and ſorrow; even Simeon could have 
wiſhed for Joſeph's return. Reuben alone 
maintained a placid countenance, to the ſur- 
priſe of all his brethren who faw his rage and 
deſpair fo fuddenly turned into calm ferenity. 


He faid, „Come, my brethren, let us leave 


off caring for Joſeph. The pibus youth is 

the care of his God who will never forſake 
the needy in their afftiction.” Let us concert 
fome meaſures to ſupport our good old father 
under the heavy weight of affliftion, juſt fall 
ing uvon his venerable head. O Jacob} 
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revered old man, my heart bleeds for thee, 
A tide. of ſorrow will ſoon overwhelm thee, 
But thou haſt the promiſe, and thy God. is 
thine. May he indeed be near to thee.” 

MATTERS being as they are, ſaid Aſher, I 
hold it good that we kill a kid or a lamb, 
take Joſeph's many coloured coat, rend it in 
divers places, and ſmear it with the blood of 
the ſlain beaſt, and ſend it to our father, who 
will naturally conclude, that ſome hungry 
lion has deyoured him, and we his ſons ſhall 
be freed from all ſuſpicion. * We are neceſſi- 
tated either to confeſs: the fact, or cover it 
over with diſfimulatign,, If we do the former, 
we draw down the curſe of our father upon 
us, and there is at leaſt a ſtrong probability, 
that by the latter we ſhall. retain his love and 
confidence; though God knows ye little de 
ſerve it.“ 

Tux advice given by Aſher, was s immedi- 
ately approved, and Simeon and Leyi, were 
appointed meſſengers to carry the coat unto 
Bee all the reſt being unable to bear the 


lorrow of their parent upon this mournful oc- 
caſion. How nearly allied is one. fin to 


another? The ſons of Jacob have now no 
covering for their infamy, but lying and diſ- 
ſimulation. Welcome my ſons, welcome 
Simeon and Levi, ſays the tender patriarch, 
how do all your brethren my children, and 
how does Joſeph ?” „Our brethren, Sir, are 
all well, but as for Joſeph we baye ſeen noth- 
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ing of him.“ “, Seen nothing of him ! 'repli- 
ed he, theſe five days are gone fince T ſent 
him forth to -vifit his brethren, and enquire 
after your health. I pray God, that my fears 
may be groundleſs. O that no harm may 
have befallen my boy!“ We would hope 
for the beſt, Sir, and yet we are not without 
fear about him ourſelves, faid they, ſeeing he 
is not at home. As we came along through 
the wilderneſs, we found a coat that ſome- 
what reſembles our brother's, but you will 
better judge of it when you ſee it. This, 
Sir, is the coat we found; ſee now whether 
it be.th}n's coat or not.“ „ Ah! it is m. 
ſons. Sat indeed“ Withoudbubt Joſeph's 
-torn to pieces,” he ſila the blood re- 
ceding ſrom his courtefrttee3 he funk down 
into the chair, and could not for a long time 
be recovered from his fit. The hqyftotd 
was alarmed. Benjamin and all 'biBaugh- 
ters flew to his affiſtance, and thepgeneral cry 
was—O our father! Our father! Our good 
father is dying. Dinah flew about the:tent, 
tearing her hair in the utmoſt diſtratriba, cry- 
ing, O my father, my father; woyI@tod God 
J had died in thy ſtead. What thall thy 
daughter, thy friendleſs Dinah do mow ?\ A 
diſhonor to her race; now turned out into 
an inhoſpitable world, without the protection 
of a father. Wretched Dinah! Better thou 
hadſt never been born! Curſed be the ſon 
f Hamor. - Curſed be he that glories in che 
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deſtruttion of a virgin.“ One of the female 
train chaſed his withered limbs, another rub- 
bed bis temples with odours, till at laſt life 
began to return. * a deep ſigh. His, 
eyes widely rolling, he alked, Where am 
1 ? What has been the matter my daughters? 
Why have ye diſturbed me? I am now awak- 
ened from the ſoundeſt ſleep that I ever fell 
into. My Dinah, where is ſhe ? Tell me my 
girl what ails thee ? I am thy father, Dinah; 
come near my love, and let me embrace thee. 
Bid Joſeph to come ſpeedily, I want to ſee 
him. Ay, now I have hit the ſore. Joſeph | 
is gone, Dinah! Joleph is rent to pieces. 4 
Bring that bloody coat. That coat, Berya- 
min, is thy brother Joſcph's. He wears it no 
more. Some of that voracious army where- 1 
withal God hath plagued ſinful man, hath F 
torn- him in pieces and devoured him, | Q 
my Joſeph ! my Joſeph! Had I a thouſand 
lives, I would have given them all to have re- 
deemed thee from death. But thou art gone 
my ſon, forever gone from the land of hight, - 
and I ſhall ſoon follow thee into that of dark- - 
neſs. come my ſon. I follow thec, I ſoon 9 
ſhall join thee in the land afar off. Haſten 
thy pace thou tardy executioner; cut ſhort”. '$ 
thy work thou friendly enemy. I long once ; 
more to encirele my ſon in theſe withered | 
arms. Vet my Dinah, poor ruined damſel, 4 
if I could, I would live for thy ſake, a little J 
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ing of him.“ “ Seen nothing of hum! 'repli- 
ed he, theſe five days are gone ſince 1 ſent 
him forth to -vifit his brethren, and enquire 
after your health. I pray God, that my fears 
may be groundleſs. O that no harm may 
have befallen my boy!“ We would hope 
for the beſt, Sir, and yet we are not without 
fear about him ourſelves, faid they, ſeeing he 
is not at home. As We came along through 
the wilderneſs, we found a coat that ſome- 
what reſembles our brother's, but you will 
better judge of it when you fee iu Tbis, 
Sir, is the coat we found; ſee now whether 
it be M's coat or hot.“ Ah! it is my 
ſons. eoartideed Withougdbubt Joſeph is 
torn to pieces,” he ſaid Ar the blood re- 
ceding ſrom his countered be {unk down 
into the chair, and could not for a long time 
be recovered from his fit. The hguftold 
was alarmed. Benjamin and al higBaugh- 
ters flew to his aſſiſtance, and thefgeneral cry 
was—O our father! Our father! Our good 
father is dying. Dinah flew about chef tent, 
tearing her hair in the utmoſt diſttacrihi, ery- 
ing, O my father, my father; vote God 
I had died in thy ſtead. What” fhall thy 
daughter, thy friendleſs Dinah do now?. A 
diſhonor to her race; now turned out into 
an inhoſpitable world, without the protection 
of a father. Wretched Dinah! Better thou 
hadſt never been born! Curſed be the fon 
f Hamor,-Curſed be he that glories in the 
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deſtrudtion of a virgin.“ One of the female 
train-chafed his withered limbs, another rub- 
bed bis | temples with odours, till at laſt life 
began to return. Oy a deep ſigh. His 
eyes widely rolling, he aſked, © Where am 
I ? What has been the matter my daughters ?; 
Why have ye diſturbed me? I am now awak- 
ened from the ſoundeſt ſleep that I ever fell 
into. My Dinah, where is ſhe ? Tell me my 
girl what ails thee ? I am thy father, Dinah; 
come near my love, and let me embrace thee, 
Bid Joſeph to come ſpeedily, I want to fee 
him. Ay, now I have hit the ſore. Joſeph 
is gone, Dinah! Joleph is rent to 4 
Bring that bloody coat. That coat, Benja- 
min, is thy brother Joſcph's. He wears it no 
more. Some of that voracious army where- 
withal God hath plagued ſinful man, hath 
torn him in picces and devoured him. Q_ 
my Joſeph ! my Joſeph! Had I a thouſand 
lives, I would have given them all to have re- 
deemed thee from death. But thou art gone 
my ſon, forever gone from the land of light, 
and I ſhall ſoon follow thee into that of dark- 
neſs. I come my fon. I follow thec, I ſoon 
ſhall join thee in the land afar off. Haſten 
thy pace thou tardy executioner ; cut ſhort”. 
thy work thou friendly enemy. I long once 
more to encirele my ſon in theſe withered 
arms. Yet my Dinah, poor ruined damſel, 
if I could, I would live for thy ſake, a little 
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to alleviate thy ſorrows, But I die my girl 3 
1 find J cannot long ſurvive my JAS," * 
Lovely Benjamin, Dinah, and their ſiſters en- 
deavour to conſole the mourning patriarch 
under his heavy loſs, But all in vain. He 
refuſed to be comforted, faying, ** Nay, but I 
will die with my fon.” Shunah the wife of 
Judah, Tamah the wife of Stmeon, and Zillah 
the viſe of N aptha/z, endeavoured to ſet be- 
fore him his numerous ſeed. His eleven re- 
maining ſons, their preſent offspring, and the 
proſpett of a numerous iſſue. But the good 
man replied, 4 Theſe are not my Joſeph,” 
and ſunk into another ht of agonizing forrow. 
Thus he grieved from day to day for the loſs 
of his fon, nor could all the endeayours of his 
children comfort him, 

Josren and bis company drew. near to 
Memphis, the capital of Egypt, where the 
merchants intended 1o diſpoſe of their goods. 
And here Alvah the Iſhmaelite, found a mark- 
et for his young Hebrew likewiſe. Alvah 
bad ſeen ſo much of Joſeph's dexterity in the 
management of his affairs, and was fo delight- 
ed with his piety and good ſenſe, that he 
would gladly have kept him for his own ſer- 
vant, had it been his pleaſure to have contin- 
ued with him; but knowing his diſtreſſed cir- 
cumſtances, deemed it ungenerous to lay any 
conſtraint upon his inclination. 


Turkkroxx che evening after their arri- 
val in e he calleth * no 
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thus addreſſed him. © My young man, I am 
perfectly ſenſible that for envy you was ſepa- 
rated from your father's houſe, and fold unto 
me. Since you came under my direction, 
your agreeable converfe, your courteous and 
affable conduct, has perfectly gained my affec- 
tions. If you are content to abide with me, 
1 will uſe you as a friend rather chan a fer- 


vant ; for you are deat to me Joſeph, as if 


you was my own ſon. Nevertheleſs as you 
may have your objections to returning to the 


land where your barbarous brethren refide, 


and as I am uninformed concerning the pur- 


poſes of your God towards you, I leave you 


to your own voluntary choice, eicher to re- 
turn with me, or to abide in Egypt. But if 
you fix upon Egypt as your reſxdence, youu 
muſt be fold my Joſeph—Sold as a ſlave my 
ſriend, notwithſtanding I believe you are born 
to zule.“ The ſon of Jacob reſpectfully re- 
pliec. “ My dear Sir, my honoured Alvah, 
my friend, my father, permit me to call you 
by that endearing name; I cannot enough 


admire the goodness of God who: provides 


for me in ſtrangers, that friendſhip which was 
denied me in the houſe of my brethren. All 
was cruelty from them, but friendſhip my 
dear maſter has run through the whole of 


your condutt towards me. Inclination, Sir, 


would induce me to follow your fortune good 


or bad, but a ſecret meſſage delivered to me 


by an heavenly meſſenger. not two hours be- 
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ſore I was fold unto you, obliges me, as your 
will coincides therewith, to abide a bondman 
in Egypt.—I would not as yet willingly di- 
vulge the contents of the meffage referred to; 
bur the time will come my honoured mafter, 
that T ſhall more fully reveal the cauſe of 
baniſhment. Then you will clearly ſee that 
want of reſpett to you is no part of the reaſon 
why I delire to leave your very agreeable 
lervice, Permit me, Sir, to beg your en- 
deavour to diſpole of me as you would with 
to have your own fon diſpoſed of in ſrmilar 
circumſtances, and let me owe my good for- 
tune, if ſuch ſhould befal me in a ſtrange land, 
to a man to whofn I am already under fo ma- 
ny great obligations. Thus, Sir, will you 
bind me to you for ever, and make me more 
ours than 1 poſhbly could be as one of your 
domeſtic fervants.” 

«I witli Joſeph, , replied the od Ifhmae- 
lite, 1 will take care to diſpoſe of you to your 
beſt advantage. I will be to you in the place 
of a father at this ttme. But when you are 
advanced my fon, as. God, even the God of 


pour father Abraham will advance you to the 


higheſt honours, forget not your friend. — 
Think of poor Alvah, and for my fake deal 
favourably with my ſeed, ſhould they ever 
make fupplication unto you. I will enhance 
your price my friend, in fome low proportion 
to your worth, but not a penny of it ſhall 
abide with me, for I n R by 
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our preſence already.” © My dear Sir, re- 
plicd Joſeph, you are a merchant, and muſt 


live upon your gain, why ſhould you throw 


away any part of # upon a poor unworthy 
firanger ?” * I tell you Joleph returned he 
with lome emotion, you are a friend of the 
Almighty's, and your God will never let poor 
Alvah be a loſer by any little kindneſs which 
he may ſhew to you. Be ſatisfied Joſeph. 
Be content I fay. And prepare yonrſelf by 
to- morrow noon for the market, and here, let 
me ſee, take theſe few pieces to provide vour- 
{elf with decent apparel; and I in the mean 
while, will be taking what meaſures F can for 
your good.” 80 ſaying he turned and gave 
vo time for reply. 33 overwhelmed with 
gratitude, burſt forth into tears, admiring the 
widom and goodneſs of God in raifing up un- 
to him, as it were a ſecond Jacob in the per- 
ſon of Alvah. O thou Holy one, he cried, 
Jam now convinced of thine omnipreſence 
and ſuperintendency over human affairs. I 


admire thy wiſdom, I adore thy goodneſs to 


me, who am unworthy of the leaſt of all thy 
mercies ; go on yo God to perfett what thou 
haſt begun, and 


redound unto thee. Amen.“ 


cceed the carneſt endea-” 
vours of beneyolent Alvah, in my behalf and 
ſucceed thou me, and he chou with me, my 
father and friend, in this land wherein I am a 
ſtranger, and the glory of all will nen 


as lt on 
* 


54 vir LIFE'dr 66 650 


Tur time arrived that Joſeph maſt appear 
for ſale, he came arrayed in- plain, but decent 
apparel, which ſhewed the graces of his per- 
ſon to the beſt advantage. His maſter and 
he had but juſt come to the mart, when Poti- 
phar, a renowned officer in the army, and cap- 
tain general of the forces of Egypt, happened 
to come paſt, and fixing his eye upon him, 
conceived a ſmgular liking for him. What 
pity is it, faid he within himſelf, to fee a per- 
ſon of ſuch an attractive deporiment, diſplay- 
ing a countenance fo diſtinguifhingly lovely, 
expoſed to. ſale to every ſordid wretch of a 
maſter ? If money will redeem him from ſlav- 
ery, it ſhall be done, and I think I ſhall deem 
myſelf happy in having releaſed one of "the 
moſt amiable of human kind: What is the 
price of this young man, my maſter ?” 

Ir he is fold, Sir, replied Alyah, an hun- 
dred and fifty pieces is his price; but 1 ſell 
him not, unleſs I know to whom, and what 
treatment he is likely to meet with. For it 
is not neceſſity, but choice that detains him 
m Egypt.” „My name; faid he, is Potiphar, 
I am of ſome conſideration in the ſtate, and 
near the perſom of his majeſty.” Then Sir, 
the young man is yours at your own price, 
and F hope you vill conſider him as ene that 
might have expetted better fortunes, but for 
the malice and envy of jealous brethren. I 

m proud, Sir, to recommend him to you as 
the moſt virtuous, faithful, and pious of his 
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race.“ It is agreed. Are you willing to ſol- 


low the fortune of Potiphar ?“ „I am will- 


ing to be his humble ſervant, if Sir, you are 


be:“ „ Here then merchant, here is your 
money.“ One word Sir, ere the bargain is 
cloſed, and that is, that as. þ trade to this place, 
I muſt beg leave to have a friendly interview 
occaſionally with my friend ſoſeph, for he is 
my friend, although I have the power. of diſ- 
poſing of him at preſent.” Far be it from 
Potiphar to hinder the youth be loves from 
acceſs to. his friends, You. are welcome at 
all times.to viſit your pougnrule your amiable 

friend,” . 
| E PH Was placed in Potiphar's ee 
after Alyah had according to promiſe, oblig- 
ed him to accept of the hundred. and filty 
pieces, for which he was ſold, and taken a 
tender farewell of him for a ſeaſon. He had 
not been long in his new ſtation. before he 
gave ſuch proofs of his: probity, as gained 


him the eſteem of all the family. -- 1 
PorirhARx was but lately married to a 


beautiful lady of the firſt rank, whole name 


was Sabrina ; given to the captain by his majt 


eſty himſelf, The better to ſolemnize the 
nuptials of his warlike officer, the king ap- 
pointed an hunting match in the deſert of A- 
rabia, where he was gracioufly pleaſed. him- 
ſelf to attend Potiphar and Sabrina. — They 


had not long ranged the lonely wild, ere they 


rouſed a monſtrous lion, alter of a ſavage 
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family, at whoſe appearance even the hardeſt 
of them gave back. The ſurly monſter with 
furious diſdain flaſhing from his eyes, ſtalked 
flow in ſullen majeſty, and with eyes aſkance 
ſurveyed his competitors, till perceiving, him. 
ſelf overmatched by the number of baying 
hounds, juſt letting looſe upon him, he took 
to his heels, and ſought refuge in the diſtant 
thicket. Sabrina, mounted on a ſwift Ara- 
bian horſe, well accuſtomed to exerciſes of 
this kind, ſurpaſſed the hounds, and even out- 
fled the wind; expoſed herſelf to the greateſt 
danger, to the terror of the noble company, 
none of whom could come near her, Joſeph 
alone excepted. Mounted on the fleeteſt of 
his maſter's courſers, he kept cloſe to his la- 
dy, and well for her it was ſo; for coming to 
the edge of the thicket, which by reaſon of 
its coolnefs, would not admit the entrance of 
the lion; who finding himſelffo cloſely purſu- 
ed, turned fiercely upon his enemies. Sabrina 
being next unto him, had no doubt fallen a 
prey to his fury, had not Jofeph ruſhed be- 
tween her and danger. The ſavage roared 
like the loudeſt thunder and fle in the great- 
eſt ferocity at the lady, who almoſt ſwooned 
with the fright, whilſt Joſeph fprung from tis 
horſe, goared the monſter in the neck, and 
pinned him faſt with his ſpear to the earth. 
By this time Potiphar bimfelf arrived and 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, partly at the dan- 
ger in which his Sibrana had been, and part- 
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y at the heroic fortitude-of his new and be- 
loved ſervant, he could not ſpeak a word, till 
falling firſt on the boſom of his ſpouſe, and 
then upon Jofeph's' neck, he poured forth a 
ttood of joy and gratitude. He inſtantly en- 
franchiſed the deliverer of his love and placed 
him at the head of his family, where he ated 
in all reſpetts as one ho ſerveth not man fo 
much as God. Such circumfpettion and 


fidelity rarely attend the Rewards of gen- 


tle inen of elevated rank. Joſeph was exceed- 
mg lovely in his perfon, and the late inſtance 
of his galtantry and forutude, made a criminal 
impreſſion on the mind of his lady, whilſt he 
un{uſpeRing thereof, from a principle of duty 
and benevolence, performed. both to her and 


to his lord, all the good offices within his pow- - 


er, which although a duty incumbent on him 
contributed to foſter the latent flame unlaw- 
fully kindled in her warped heart. 

Tun Almighty Jehovah, whoſe all-ſeeing 


eve, with one comprehenſive glance, examin- 
eth all our thoughts, whether virtuous orcor- 


rupt ; feeing the workings of Sabrina's heart, 


and having deftined the blooming youth to 
eſcape the ſnare fo fatal to his hopes, as well 


as ruinous to the peace of his undiſturbed 
mind, commanded Gabriel to deſcend tocarth, 


and give the ſtripling ſome ſtriking, imitation 


of the danger he was in, yet ſtill to conceal 
the quarter from whencett was to come: Obe- 


dient to the high beheſt. of the eternal, the 
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ſeraph preſt with glowing ardour, binds on 


his golden pinions, ſhoots through the vault 
of ether, and ſtops not till arrived at the pal- 
ace of Potiphar, when gloomy night in her 


ebon car had meaſured half her loneſome 


journey. He breathed an odoriſerous gale 
upon the bed, and inſtantly the Hebrew exile, 
felt the warm glow of exalted virtue, aſcend- 
ing towards the empyrewm.—Sweet was the 
ſlumber when the pious ſou] breathed after 


Joys of an immortal nature. Soon he fanci- 


ed himſelf, ſtudious of his maſter's affairs, 
aſſiduouſly promoting the intereſt of his gen- 
erous patron. Thus employed, he ſaw an 


hand drawing a net compoſed of golden wire 


around the place where he ſtood, and inſtant- 
ly found himſelf entangled therein. The ſnare 
appeared fo formidable, that he ſaw no way 


of eſcape left. ſor him, nor could he tell to 


what purpoſe he was thus involved. Conſid- 
ering himtelf as a priſoner in this golden ſnare, 
he heard a voice as it had been from the ris} 
regions. $ O TJolepht moſt favourcd of the 
children of Jacob, remember thou the God 


of the Hebrews. Take hold of the ſtrength 


of Omnipotence, and one vigorous effort, de- 
livers thee from the ſnare.“ This laid, the 
young patriarch lift up his heart to his God, 
in this ſhort ejaculation. “ O God of my 
fathers, Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, for the 


_ fake of him who ſhall. bruiſe the ſerpent's 


head, and deſtroy, the ſuare of the devil, alhi} 


. 
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me this once and deliver me. Then collect. 
ing all his force, he exerted himſelf in one 


+igorous ſtruggle, and ſound the wires break 


as caſily, as Sampſon afterwards did the new 
cords with which he was bound. ſuſt as he 
ſprung into liberty, he awoke and rejoiced 
that it was but a dream. n 
Joſeph's God was with him in whatever he 
did. He gave him ſingular wiſdom and pru- 
dence in the management of all his affairs, in- 
ſomuch, that whateyer he did proſpered in 
his hands; which led his lord to rely upon his 
wildom and integrity, with a perfect confi- 
dence; and unrelervedly commit unto his 
care, the ſole management of all his ſlate, 
Unenvied, he enjoyed this flow of calm proſ- 
perity, without any mixture of bitterneſs, be- 
lides that which arole from his baniſhment 
from Jacob and Benjamin Happy had it 
been for Sabrina, if her heart had been as free 
from unlawful defire as was that of her amia- 
ble Hebrew. But alas! ſhe fondly encourag- 
ed the pleaſing wiſh, till jt aroſe to a paſhon 
:00 ſtrong for her to ſubdue. Shame induc- 


ed hex long to conceal the guilty flame, yet 
in ſpite of art and ſtudious care, an inward 


langour diſcovered jtſelf in the penſiveneſs 
of her countenance. Her unſuſpetting lord, 
called every poſſible means to her aſſiſtance. 
{he ſons of Eſeulapius exhauſted their {kill ; 
the whole Materia Medica was ranſacked for 
2 cure, every diyerſion which pleaſantry could 
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deviſe, in vain was inſtituted to divert the 
gloom of her ſolitary mind. She was never 
happy in any diverhon, vnlels. Joſeph made 
one of the party. Her only ſfeatons of plea- 
ſure Mere when ſhe could prevail with him to 
{it with her, and entertgip her with the hiſtory 
of his native country; hich he, unſkilled in 
the myſteries of love, very readily conſent- 
ed to. „d n 
About this time an accident happened, 
which ſerved greatly -to increaſe the fatal 
paſſion. Potfphar and Sabrina went on a viſit 
to Ira, a Lybian Prince, where they plente- 
ouſly. enjoyed the rites of hoſpitality for two 
or three weeks, but unhappily attacked by a 
hand of Arabs as they repalled che howhng 
wilderneſs. At the firſt diſcovery of them, 
Sabrina ſunk as a perſon dying in the arms 
af her huſband, and ber ſoul flood as it were 
on tiptoe, on het pale trembling lip. As a 
panther ruſheth from the thicket, to ſeize the 
paſſing prey, Joſeph bounded from the chariot, 
vaulted on, a led horfe, and encouraged the 
menials to ſtand by their noble patrons. The 
Arabs charged them with the reſolution and 
vigor; animated by the ãntrepidity of our he- 
ro, the Egyptians returned the charge, and 
ſent amongſt them a ſcore of winged deaths, 
every arrow marked by fate. — Ihen Joſeph 
putting ſputs to his horſe, rode up to the ene- 
my, and wich his ſabre divided the head of 
Mezero, their captain, ſrom his body, and 
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dealt deach to many of the Arabs'; the ſer- 


vants of Potiphar, following the example of 
their leader, above half the banditti were pre- 
lently diſpatched, whilſt the reſt ſought to hide 
themſelves from death by flight. Joſeph pur- 
ſued and kilfed many more, as they ſtrove to 


fly from his avenging arm. Sabrina bein 
ſomewhat . recovered, Potiphar himſelf flew 


to the aſſiſtance of his guard, fierce as the li- 


on ravaging for prey ; but the work was done, 
and the enemy diſcomfited ere he could ar- 
rive. Sabrina from the chariot beheld the 
heroic-fortitude of the gallant Hebrew, as be 


raged along the ranks of:the enemy, and ev- 


ery wound he inflicted upon them, was as oil 
poured into the latent flame. 

Tux grateful ſoul of the young patriarch 
rejoiced at having it in his power to maniſeſt 
the ſenſe which he had of their goodnels, by 
exerting himſelf in their defence, in a ſeaſon 
of difficulty and danger. With modeſty he re- 
ceived Potiphar's careſſes, Who preſented him 


to his lady as her friend and delverer. His 


addreſs to his miſtreſs, was full of duty, grati- 
tude and affection. All which encouraged her 
to hape that he was ſmote with the ſame guil- 


ty paſſion with herſelf, and made her half re- 
ſolve at a time convenient, to come to an a- 


vowal. Again ſhe relobved to wait yet farther, 
to ſee whether his confeſſion; would ſave her 
trom that confuſion. 
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SFRENG comfarts ber Nr by promifing ſurtceſs- to: 
her amaur—Jhe flrives to entice him—in vain— 
She. per/nades ber lady. to an avowal-- His miflireſs. 
conſeſſeth ber Iove—Selicits his embrace To drv- 
ert her. ailentionfrem it, he relates the flarye Eve 
cating the forbidden fruit Applies it to his miftreſs 
with a view to reanimate her virtue He relates 
brs fiters rawiſhment, and its fatal conſequences— 
Her ſilence and dr fcuntent it his coldneſs — Cen/ults, 
ler nurſe, who enceurageth her to perfiſt—She 
commundeth Jaſeph to her chamber —dStrives to 
win him by * ion — Then to force him — Fe 
flies from her, and leaves his ſcarf lebind— Her 
love turns to rage and hatred—She accuſeth him. 
ef an attempt upon her honor He is impriſened. 


BOOK. III. 


'YRENA, a perſon well ſkilled in all the. 
J wily mazes of woman kind, was governeſs- 
to Sabrina, in her virgin years, and now at- 
tended her in the capacity of waiting woman. 
She alone was inftrutted with the fatal ſecret; 
her miſtreſs having had ſull proof of her rea- 
dineſs to concur in any meaſures to gratiſy 
her inclination. She conſoled her diſtreſs and, 
dlattered her paſſion, by aſſuring her, that as 
far as ſhe could dive into the ſecrets of a: 
youthful heert, Joſeph was glowing with a paſ- 
fon, at leaſt equal to her owns She could 
read it well in his-looks and in his fighs : for 
amidſt all his profperity*Joleph"coutd not help 
fghing after” his guilty brethren, and his dis- 
treſſed honourable father, from whoſe embra-- 
ces he was baniſhed without a cauſe. She, 
promiſed to ufe all her. wildom to ſerve her 
miſtreſs, and did not doubt by her prudent, 
management to bring the blooming Hebrew 
to her ſond embraces. As he was one day in- 
his office ſettling his maſters accounts, Syre“ 
na entered, and having ut the door, the thus 
F 2 
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accoftd: him. © Maſter Joſeph, be idle who 


will, we arc always ſure to find you in your 
buſineſs. Indeed maſter Joſeph our lord is. 
happy in having ſuch a fervant as. yourſelf, 
I do not wonder- that both he and my lady 
have ſuch an high eſteem for you.” I tell 
you Mrs. Syrena, replied Joſeph, I do nothing 
but what is my duty. My honourable maſter 
and lady have a right to my beſt ſervices; and: 
I ſhould be ſhamefully wanting in my duty 
to God, to them, and myſelf, if I did not ſtu- 
dy to my utmoſt to promote their bonour, ad- 
vantage and delight.” * I am glad, Sir, repli- 
ed Syrena, that your virtuous fentiments con- 
cur ſo exattly with wy own. And I can tell 
you, Mr. Joleph, that more tenderneſs is due 
from you to your amiable miltreſs, than per- 
haps you are aware of.” „I know, ſaid be, 
that my lady is amiable and virtuous, and me- 
ri's my humbleſt regard, which I ſhall ever 
be ready to render her with the utmolt plea- 
ſure.” “She is virtuous, ſaid Syrena, and yet 
I can tell you Joſeph, the cannot help being. 
ſenſible of your attraflions, and entertaining 
the fondneſs of affeQtion for you. I wrung 
the painful ſecret with the greateſt difficulty 
from her lips. And you my friend may avail 
vourſelf of your happineſs, and embrace a fa- 
vour which ſhe would deny to any but your- 
ſelf, was he even the firſt prince of the blood.“ 
Rejoined the patriarch, “my maſtes and mif- 
irels are daily loading me with favours, of 
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which I am altogether unworthy, I believe 
their readineſs to add more as occaſion may 
offer. Bur the lips: that would infinuate ſo 
much as an hint contrary: to my miftreſs's ho- 


nour, ought to be ſealed meverlaſting ſilence.“ 


«© Not ſo faſt, Sir, returned ſhe, I tell you ſhe 
loves you, and longs for your embrace. But: 
I enjoin you to conceal: the fatal truth, and 
improve it to your: own advantage.” She en-- 
dcd here, and returned to her lady, who wai- 
ted impatiently the iffue of ibis converſation. 


SyRENA. failed not to enlarge upon her 


own ſagacity and addreſs, ſhe related the con- 
verſe ſhe had had with Joſeph, in the manner: 
which would beſt flatter her lady's paſſion ;—- 
and from the whole ſhe inferred that it was 
caution in the Hebrew, which cauſed him to 
feign ignorance. But ſhe was ſure that amidſt 
all his care to conceal it, ſhe could diſcern- 


flaſhes of paſſion dart: from his amerous eye, 
when the name of Sabrina was mentioned, — © 


In ſhort, madam, continued fhe, the matter 
muſt be between you and him; for I perceive 
he is ſo.cautious, that he will admit none into 
the ſecret beſide yourſelves. And indeed 1 
cannot blame him when I conſider how. falſe 
and deceitful the greater part of people are. 
You know madam, he is young, and a ſtran- 
ger to intercourſe with our ſex; and who 
knows how far modeſty may keep him back 
from an.avowal ; belides he may fear your 
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ladyſhip's reſentment in cafe your paſſion 
ſhould not be an{werable to his.“ 

«OO SyRExA ! replied the wife of Potiphar 
thou knoweſt that in our ſex an avowal is hard, 
even when the objettis'Jawful ; but how much 
more ſo muſt it be when the object is crimi- 
nal, and an avowal is the diſplay of our guilt 
and ſhame. Yet: I would even venture to 
confels my love to bim, could I but hope the 
baughty youth would embrace my propoſal. 
But, O Syrena, ſhould: he refuſe it, then 
mould I be undone. His perſon is amiable 


and lovely, his conduct affable and polite, his- 


ſpirit open and benevolent ; but his virtue, 
Syrena !- I fear his virtue is inflexible.” 5 O- 
madam, replied che ſwarthy Duenna, no vir- 
tne can be proof againſt ſuch charms as yours. 
The Hebtcw- will fall an eaſy vidtim, when he 
is alſured of your affetlion.“ Pe 

. Excouracty by the aſſurances 'of Syre- 
na, ſhe reſolves to abandon ſhame and modeſ- 


ty at once, and ſolicit Jolephto-her-embrace. 


To this-purpoſe ſhe propoſes: an airing, and 
requires him to attend her in Potiphar's ab- 
ſence, in her char iet. As they were on the 


way witha ſcarlet bluſh upon che countenance. 


and deſire ſparkling-in her eyes, with a faul- 
tring voice that beſpoke the blackneſs-of her 
guilt, ſhe ſaid, Joſeph vou cannot be 1gno- 
ram of-my defire for your company, and yet 
I can tell you, that if your boſom is proof a+ 
gainſt love, love even to me, I may rue the 
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day that ever 1 beheld your too imiable face. 
For I love you Jofeph ; my pain forces me 
to confeſs my ſhame, I have truſted my hon- 
our in your hand; I hope you will ad with 
your uſual gallantry,” She ſaid, then leaning 
her head on his ſnowy boſom, melted into a 


flood of tears, which the endeavoured but in 
vain to conceal,- Aſtoniſhed at this open de- 


claration, it was ſometime before he was capa- 
ble of ſpeech or reflection. 


ArrEx a long.fence, accompanied with 


© 


tears upon her part, and heartfelt ſighs upon 
his, not without ſtruggles between corruption 
and virtue, in broken accents he replied: 
« Your honour, my lady, is ever ſafe with your 


unworthy ſervant, whoſe greateſt glory is to 
be faithful to the truſt repoſed in him. But 


before 1 explain mylelf'upon this matter, will 


your ladyſhip give me leave to relate anaffair 


which is-better known among the children of 


Shem, than among the defcendants of Ham. 
After leave obtained, with hope of extrica- 


ting himſelf from his preſent difficulty, and 
working. ſome ſuitable impreſſion upon the 


mind of his miſtreſs, he thus begun. 


„Wu our firſt parents Adam and Eve 
originally dropped fromthe all-forming hand, 
they were perſcQly free ſrom any bias to evil 
not one corrupt inclination poſſeſſed their 
peaceful breaſts. This calm ſerenity, this. 


beet compoſure, continued with them as long 
as they retained: their innocence. But tc their 
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fad experience they ere long found that the 
effett of guilt is dire alarm and inceſſant per- 
turbation. Our benevolent creator was pleaf- 
ed to put the parents of mankind in poſſeſſion 
of the paradiſaical garden, where a"perpetual 
ſpring cheered the bleſſed mound, and every 
{alubrious vegetable. All that thine eyes be- 
hold, all that the earth produceth, Adam, 1s 
thine, ſaith the munificent deity. I give thee 
leave to uſe thy utmoſt- freedom wich all the 
produce of the earth, One tree, and only 
one I forbid thee to touch. Its fertile boughs 
indeed bend low beneath its fruit, which pen? 
dant hang atiratiive of the eye. This Adam, 
is the forbidden tree. Theſe are the fruit, to 
taſte of which, is death. Beware of it man, 
come not near it Adam, for on the day thou 
eateſt of it, thou ſhalt ſurely die. Incau- 
tious Eve, the mother of humanity; in an cvil 
hour was prevailed upon by the arch eee. 

to eat the prohibited morſel, and awſul wes” 
the conſequence.- Having eat thereof herſelf, 
the become her huſband's firſt ſeducer, and 
drew him contrary to che light of his own 
conſcience, to partake: of ber guilt. This 
done, the horrors of Gebenna tortured their 
guilty conſciences, and they knew not where | 
to fly, to ſhun the threatened: death, The 
evening arrived, the ſky, had loſt its ſerenity, 
the be alls their 9 tameneſs, the flowers 
Toe the greateſt part of their fragrance, and 

Al nature ſeemed to wear a mclancholy, al, 
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pett. On the evening juſt as radiant Phœ- 
bus concealed himſelf in the. weſtern ocean, 
the divine creator - himſelf comes down into 
the garden, to call the delinquents to account 
for their condutt. Awful was the change; 
They cannot ſtand witlyhlial reſpect and con- 
fence in the ſacred preſence ; much leſs 
d they long for the approach of the celeſti- 
i: viſitant as heretolore ; hut haſely fly from 
ihe fight of. their maker, to .hide themſelves 
rom his reſearches ; whoſe amiable preſence 
<rewhile, they counted the molt exalted bleſ- 
ling. Nor did the eternal himlelf appear at 
this time with that friendly and familier air 
as h fore, but with reſentment glowing on his 
awful countenance, The thicket unable to 
conceal the parents of mankind, from the 
piercing eye of omnipreſence, 'be arraigus 
them at his equitable bar, hears their poor de- 
tence, anddenounceth upon them the fatal ſen- 
tence, Since then none may hope to touehfor- 
hidden fruit wich impunity. You myrlady are 
like the interdited:tree. Your amiable per- 
nal excellencies, diſplay themſeſves in the 
moſt alluring manner. But they are forbid 
the enjoyment of all men, my lord alone ex- 
aepted.. He alone may approach you with 
familiarity. - He alone may lawfully enjoy. 
Was I, madam, to dare injurioufly to betray” 
my maſter, and. to diſhonor his amiable con- 
ert, I ſhould act as a, villain, and ungrate ful 
:raitor to the beſt of maſters, and as a rebel 
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againſt the God of my anceſtors, whoſe tre- 
-mendous wrath 1 ſhould thereby awake; and 
you yourſelf, madam, upon cool reflection 
. would. curſe me ſor perpetrating the exec ra- 
ble deed. I love you miſtreſs, and would pro- 
. tet}, not diſhonor you; I love my: honoura- 
ble lord, and would. not betray bim. I love 
my God, and would not offend him. Permit 
me then, madam, to intreat you to ſtifle a pal- 
ſion fo deſtrutlive to your honour and tran- 
;quility ; which if indulged, will yield the moſt 


bitter reflections and expoſe to the greateſt 


dangers.“ 1 41 


An Joſeph, repliod tler wiſe of Potiphar, 
what a well invented ſtory your-icy heart has 


contrived, in order to evade the: honours: 


proffered,you ? What needicfy,ſcruples does 


that whim of-zeligon-and virtue inſpire you 


with? What injury would thereby be done 


to your maſter, Joſeph ? Jam ſtill. his: AL 
ways ready to oblige him, and ſhould never 


behave to him with the greater diſtance. We 


have nothing to fear, fo long as ve. are Þru- 
dent enough to conceal our intercourſes from 


the curious eye. I tell you again, I love you 


Joſeph. | 

„% Maran, returned the Hebrew, even in 
my father's family in the caſe of my only fif- 
ter, I have a loud monitor, that bids me be- 
ware of the fin of uncleanneſs.“ I pray now 
et us have itz ſaid ſhe, I ſuppoſe it is ſome 
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«hinaheal religious ltory, tending to the ſame 
purpote.” 

It is a truth, Modem the remgadbrahee 
of which, will give. occaſional ſorrow to m 
to my dy ing day. My ſiſter, young, amiable. 
and curious, longing to ſce more of the world 
than her father's houſe admitted of, went forth 
into à neighbouring principality, at a time, 
when a magnificent feſtival, in honour of their 
patron deity, 'was ſolemnized. Amongtt whe 
multitude ho attended, were Shechein the 
young prince of the Hivites, and Tamar bis 
lifter. Dinah, young and vain, was attended 
with a gaudy train ſelefted out of my father's 
menials, and ſhe herſelf in an clegant apparel. 
Prince Shechem caſt a languiſhing look upon 
my {iſter, conceived a violent pathon for her, 
and reſolved at all events to poſfels/her. 14s" 
ii{ter Tamar, was young and beantifuly but 
unadorned- with that amiable virtue which is 
the greateſt glory of her ſox. She contradted 
ar intimaey with my lter Dinah, who un- 
ſeilled in amorous intrigues, acceptei of an 
1ivitation to viſit the princeſs Tamar, in the 
city of Shechem. The day was ſpeiit in in- 
nvcent plealantry, omly every no and then 
nere was ſomething that bordered upon the 
profane. As the folarorb deſcended the wet- 
tern hemiſphere, Dinah propoſed her return 
her father, but was put of from ume 10 
ume, by the prince and piincels, till the was 
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at laſt convinced of her unhappineſs, and too 
late repented the curiofity that led her forth 
to ſee the davghters of the land. She was not 
io be won by prayers and intreaties, thereforc 
was forced to a compliance with his lewd de- 
lires, and for a time continued a priſoner to 
the prince's affedtion, within his palace. Still 
he loved her with;encrealing fervour, and his 
very ſoul clave to the unhappy damſel. 80 
courteous, affable, and loving was his conduct 
10 her, aſter be bad defiled her, that ſhe half 
ſorgave the injury, and conceived ſomething 
like aflection for ham. Has Jove grew ſtrong- 
er cvery day, and finding that he could not 
live without her company on the one hand, 
nor his aſſection permit him to uſc her like an 
harlot on the other, he implored the good 
Aces of King Hamor his father, to procure 
ber for him in lawful martjage. From mo- 
tives dl policy, the old king readily complied, 
propoſed tw his courtiers the deſire of his fon, 
and theu made ſuit unto Iſracl for his conſent. 
My facher called a council deſcended from his 
loins, to deliberate on thepropelal of Hamor ; 
and the ifſue was, that unlels the ſubjeAs of 
that prince, wonld conform to the Jaws of the 
icbrews, they would nat conſent, but would 
1clcuc their filter by force of arms, or periſh 
inthe attempt. This communicated to Ha- 
mor and Shechem, they made no diſhculty of 
cam ing with the condition. A public {ct- 
lival os appointed to be ublerved by all rauks 
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of the people to ſolemnize the marriage of 
Shechem and Dinah: on the firſt day of 
which, every male was circumciſed in com- 
pliance with the Hebrews, ana the carnival 
greatly inflaming the blood, and enervating 
their minds, they fell an eaſy prey to the pre- 
meditated revenge of my brethren.— Simeon 
and Levi, Dinah's brethren, ſeletted a choice 
hand out of Lirael's domeſtic retinue, and clad 
in arms, before the dawn of the third morn- 
ing of the feſtival, came intrepidly upon the 
city, and filled it with fearſul carnage. King 
{amor and his ſon hearing the ery of mur- 
der from all quarters, alarmed the houfhold 
troops, but ere they could make reſiſtenee, 
met with death in the gates of the palace roy- 


al. The city they reduced to aſhes, and flew 


eycry man within it. This horrid flaaghter 
and conflagration all aroſe from the unlaw- 
fulneſs of Shechem's love. Had he obſerved 
the rules of virtue, and propoſed honourable 
terms to the Patriarch, he would no doubt 
bave accepted of the alliance. But unclean- 
ruſs. ts not to+ be tolerated in the houſe of 


| Tirae}. Nou, my honorable lady, conſider. 


te difference between lord Potiphar, firlt of 
Pharoah's martial train, and theſe imple He- 
brew ſwains. If they could pour out defola- 
tion upon the metropolis of a kingdom, in re- 
venge of: their fiſter's diſhonor, what might 
not my lord do, was any villain to dare auda- 


cioully ta defile his honorable bed, and vio- 


* 
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late the chaſtuty of hi- betrothed lady? Far 
be it from Joſeph," Madam, to entertain a 

thought ſo PEATITTOUS) to emer . or my 
word. ” . 

Che reptied not; bus diſappointed in ler 
iove, continued the reſt of the time full of 
lent difeomtent, her troubled mind agitated 
vich different paſſions, gave place alternately 
io lave, fear; and hateful revenge; but the 
ware that Joſeph ſaw the agitations of her 
* ind, the more ſteadily was his oon heart 
t fed by virtue. Arrived at the palace, 
ne retired to ker chamber to conſult with her 
: 1rle Syrena, what further ſhow:d be done; 


pd affefbled Jofeph went to lie apartment to 


mptore. the proteQion of Jacob's Gad. 
+ Syrena-gave it as her cpinion, that fear or 


i. odefty'muſt vecds be the eauſe of Joſepli's 


rofulal of an offer that did ſo much honour to 
favourite menial ; alledging, that her miſ- 
reflex" graces, were fulficient to thaw the fri- 
2idity of even old age itſelt᷑: and adviſed that 
4 further trial ſhould be made'ere ſhe gave vp 
ver hopes. ' Pharaoh's Linth day was now at 
rand, and the general muſt repair to court, 
£5 compliment his mejelty, and afhit upon the 
grard occafion, but Sabrina was taken ex- 


rremely i!! in the morning, with a Þalpitation 


of heart, and great deprefion of ſpirits, and 
therefore could not attend him to the court. 
Her lord no ſooner gone with his retinue, than 


ſhe ſends rena t to command . to attend 
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her pleaſure in her chamber. Slow of pace, 


and with a reluttant heart, he came and ftood 
at a formal diſtance from her, white in thought. 
fu! ſilence ſhe fat, her eyes intently fixed on 
his bluſhing face. “ And are you at laſt come, 
ſaid ſhe, ungrateſul youth, to ſcorn and Night 
your over fond. miſtreſs. Come nearer, Sir, 
and let me ſpeak with ſrecdom to you, ſor 
you and I muſt be better acquainted before 
we part. It would have been better for you, 
and more becoming your charafter and fta- 
tion, to have complied at once, with my for- 
mer requeſt, if it had only been out of reſpect 
to the dignity of my ſtation, and the violens 
exceſs of my paſſion ; and not have ſuffered me 
to undergo» the ſhame of repeating my ſolici- 
tations, and condeſcending to expreis mylclt 
in terms too. ſtrong for ſemale modeſty to utter 
without » bluſh. But I1 am willing to put the- 
moſt favorable conſtruttion upon your con- 
dukt, and will not only make all poſſihle al- 
lowance for it, but endeavor to remove out 
of the way, every thing that would protract 
dur pleaſure. Perhaps, Joſeph, you might 
entertain ſome ſuſpicion, whether I was really 


in carneſt at our laſt interview, or if I did not 


make that humble proſtrativn of my felf to 
you, on purpoſe to try your virtue. But 
«ure yourſelf that I was in earneſt, as my re- 
peating the ſame requeſt, might abundantly 
lerve to ren But III tet} you more 
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Joſeph; and what” would undo me, was it 
I:nown to any bot ourſelves. This day 1 
icigned myſelf fick, on purpoſe to be at home 
with you, The jolity of ©courtly parade, is 
nothing to your tweet company. Now yon 
may i you will, fee, that J can part with the 
company of nobles, and princes, for the love 
1 bear to your amiable perſon, my Joleph.— 
And ſhall ] languiſh and pine without any 
hope of comfort, hen it is in Feur power my 
dear friend to relieve me? do not talk any 
more to me of thole holy ties of religion, thoſe 
jevere rules of virtue. Virtue is a mere imagi- 
nary thing, that can bring no pleaſure, but on- 
ly diſtratt the heart with terror. And what 
15 religion, but a dream, as the lives of all our 
prieſts teſtifſę; for however they cry but a- 
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gainſt the fins of the times, when inſche pul- 


pit, there are none that reliſh gay defights 
better than they in private? Could thy God, 
my Joſeph, delight m making thee bchave 
cruelly to one that loves thee, he were to be 
acteſted inſtead of AdOred ; beware, Joſeph, 
and not father thy indifference to me upon 
re gods; rather oun that ſome happy un- 
ſtained nymph has captivated your affettions, 
and that for ber ſoke you cannot, you dare 
rot oblige your miſtreſs. Eut cannot you be 


er's and wine tos? Put ch! your Kener is 


concerned. Fray where is my honor in cus 
Lumoly li. ing to you my friend ? but whats 
Ol. ur? merely fafitaRic and xrecanous. 
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Honour is certainly to eaſe the piins of theſe, 


that love us.“ 92 eg. 0 
Ok madam ! returned he, with a ſigh 
ſuſtctent to rend his loins, what avails a mo- 
mentary pleaſure that ſoon muſt be devoured 
by keen remorle ? Once done it cannot be 
recalled; let the repentance be ever fo poig- 
nant. - Coneealed by theſe, curtains, will not 
ſecure us from the fears of diſcovery and. dil-. 
grace. I might indeed join with you to diſ- 
nonour my lord, and ſor a moment we might 
riot in the pleaſures of ſenſe. But, alas “. 
hat would this. be in compariſon of the ſo- 
id pleaſures of a good conſcience ? Equal 16; 
not ſuperior delights are lawful to you in your 
marriage relation with him, to whom you gave 
yourſelf. And where can a man be ſound 
more amiable and more deſirable for a. boſom 
companion, than my lord? Think my lady 
how far what you propole would debale you 
below your rank, to eome to a level wich your 
poor ſervant, whom you may at all times com- 
mand in every thinglawful. No, Madam, Ican- 
107 conſentito-a deed fo baſe, as wil fully to in - 
jure the benevolent Potiphar, diſhonot the; 
God. of my fathers, and bring an iodelible- 
{tain on the ſamily of Iſrael. Far from being 
like idols of ſtocks and ſtones, my God. fees: 
bur moſt ſectet a ions ; he hears our ſoſieſt. 
whilpers, and tries che deepeſt receſſes ob 
thought. Urge me not, Madam, for 1 can 
not commit this great wickedneſs in the ſight 
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of my God.” He ended here, and ſhe full 


of reſentment replied. TAI tobe at 
It might have been ſufficient, modeſtly 
to have refufed the offer which the exceſs of 
my paſſion urged me to make, without up- 
braiding: me with my ſhame. This argues 
impudence, joined with an unrelenting heart; 
but I leave it for you to chooſe whether you 
will kindly embrace your own happineſs, and 
render happy her that loves you to diſtrac- 
tion ; or to ſtand the ſhock of my revenge, 
{or revenged I will be ; the charms for which 
princes have ſighed in vain, are not to be 
ſlighted with impunity. No, Sir, never think 
of it.” I ſhall certainly accuſe you to your 
maſter of having attempted my. diſhonour, 
and a dry oſtentation of virtue, the moſt fol. 
emn proteſtation of innocence, will not then 

deliver you from the pangs of puniſhment. 
O Joſeph ! never was virtue aſſaulted like 
thine, Never did youth more glorioufly 
triumph over temptation, —Neitther prayers, 
tears, nor threatenings upon her part, com- 
paſſion nor terror upon thine, could alter the 
purpoſes. of thy determined virtue, and make 
thee yiel to the importunity of a diſhoneſt 
appetite. Amiable youth, how ſwelled thy 
noble heart with generous pity for thy betray. 
ed maſter; and with grief for thy fallen miſ- 
treſs? Even the danger that on all hands ſur- 
rounded thee, could not ſtem the chryſtal 
tide. that ran down i manlvegter!:s-— while 
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Sabrina ſat with her eyes fixed upon thee, 
eyes ſoarkling both with love and revenge. 

Miſtaken woman, the interprets Joſeph's 
tears in her own favour, and bent on com- 
pleting her own ſhame, ſhe lays hold on him, 
and threw herſelf on the bed, faying, © Come 
Joſeph, let us enjoy the preſent moment, 
whilſt kin ines gently flows through your 
vielding heart.“ | e 

© No, Madam, replied the fleady yotith, 
dungeons and gibbets, are no objeAs of 
fear. Criminal converſe with a forbidden 
cbjeft ; injutthgimy maſter; and offending my 
od, are what I piſtly fear, and 1 am in dan- 
ger of them all, whit J am in your compa- 
ny. But I abhor the deed, and fly from the 
place of temptation. So ſaying, he turned 
haſlily about, freed himſelf ſrom her embrace, 
and riiſhed from the room. Her luſt grown 
to a ſury unbridled, ſhe firove to pull bim 
upon the bed, when diſentangling the dra- 
mond, vhich bhuttoned his purple ſcarf, he left 
it in her poſfeſujon and ſo eſcaped the ſnare. 

The nabe youth departed, obſtinate in 
virtue, ſhe was miſerably diſtracted between 
the ſting of her diſappointed love, and the 
ſear of being diſcovercd, but ſoon ſhe refolv-* 
d the ruin of lum who had goodneſs en ugh, 
not to ruin lier even at her own requeſt. She 
cried! aloud as if in eminent danger, ant nurſe 
S$yrena, who guefied at the cauſe; flew to her 
alliſtance. She ſound her fitting upon à bed, 


— 
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Joſeph's ſcarflying by her, and deeply bathed 
in tears. O what ſhall I do Syrena? cried 
ſhe, the ſcornful Hebrew deſpiſeth my paſſion, 
and fled but juſt now from me, with as much 
horror, as if I had been a cockatrice. Go 
nurſe, alarm the houſe, and have him ſeized ; 
for 1 will ſwear an attempt of raviſhment 
againft him. Befriend me now but this once, 
my dear Syrena, and I am your friend for- 
ever.” The houſhold alarmed, Joſeph is ſeiz- 
ed and kept in confinement till Potiphar's re- 
turn, which was in the evening; he went di- 
retiſy to his ſpouſe's chamber, to enquire aſ- 
ter her health, where he ſound her in the ut- 
moſt diſorder and confuſion, with the rage of 
her diſappointed luſt. Struck with aſtoniſh- 
ment, he kindly enquired the cauſe of her diſ- 
order. 

% Alas ! my lord, ſaid this daughter of de- 
ceit, ve have nouriſhed up a viper to fling us, 
a wretch that will undo us, if permitted under 
the roof, , The inſolent Hebrew, forgetting. 
his wretchedneſs when you was pleated to 
take lim under your protetlion; and the 
ſriendly entertainment we have given him 
ſince he lived with us. Not content with be- 
ing the ſole difpoſer of all your poſſeſſions, _ 
aſpireth even to your bed. I was laid down. 
to take a little tumber at noon, when the fel- 
low came audaciouſly into my chamber, and 
explained his beaſtly deſign. I chid his im- 
pudent lewdnels, and charged lum to be gone 
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that inſtant, or I would inform you of his con- 
duct; but inſtead of departing the villain laid 
hold on me, and by force would have obtain- 
ed his filthy purpoſe, had I not alarmed the 
houle with my cries. When he found me in- 
flexible, and heard the cries of my diſtreſs, 
he haſted away in ſuch diſorder that he left 
his ſcarf behind him; a ſure teſtimony of his 
villainy. My lord, vou have profeſſed to 
love me. If you do, you will revenge the 
inſult offered to my honour, by inilifting the 
molt examplary puniſhment upon this inſolent 
wretch. I ſhall never be able to endure the 
light of him again about the houle.” 


Highly delighted with the virtue and pro- 


bity of his lady, and aſtoniſhed at the effron- 
tery of the Hebrew, he commanded Joleph 
to be brought pinioned into his preſence, and 
with a countenance, ſtern as the face of war, 
thus accoſted him. Wretch ! What pity 
is it that thy outſide, and undaunted air ſhould 


bely ſuch a baſe and. diabolical heart. I 


blame myſelf, wretch that I ever ſheltered 
thee under my root, and placed fuch a villain 
at the head of my aflairs. But thy vile bypo- 
criſy would deceive thoſe that are even but 


a few deprecs better than thyſelt ; well then 
might thy ſaintly new, gain upon iny artleſs 


heart, a ſtranger to treachery and black de- 
iign., Wouldſt thou, viper, bite the hard 
that feeds thee, and poiſon the boſom that 
nouriſhed thee ? Was it not enough chat J 
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had put my all into thy untruſty hands, but 
thou mult afpire even to my bed? A gloomy 
dungeon ſhall ſuperſede the purple bed to 
which thou aſpireſt; and ratthng chains ſha! 
ſerve inſtead of the ſoſt careſſes of unlawtul 
love. Away with the flave to bis deſtined 
dwelling, ull I have time to meditate fome 
unheardof puniſhment for Eis baſeneſs.“ "the 
ſame virtue that preſerved the pious Hebrew, 


in the time of temptation, from the guilty 


deed, preferved lim now from fearing the 
threats of his maller, wherefore with a {teady 
and undaunted air, he replied, 
„Dungeons and chains, my lord, I can 
defy, nor can even the approach of death at 
all difturb the peace of my heart. But your 
diſpleaſure, my lord, I cannot ſuſtain. The 
hatred of my kind and generous maſter ; once 
my avowed fliend, is worſe than \a thouſand 
deaths, Bot remember it Potiphar, 77 ph 
is clear from the guilt charged againſt him, 
and his 6wn conſcience cannot accuſe him of 
ſo much as a diſhoneit thought of this kind. 
I believe in God. The God of my father in 
due time, will bring me forth to "the light, 
and 1 ſhall behold uh righteouſneſs in clear- 
ing up my innocence, and expoſing to infamy 
the baſeneſs of wy acculers, of what rauk ſo- 
ever they be.“ He faid, and inſtantly was 
concutled to Fail, wilb a#ftritt charge to uhe 
keeper, to lade him with the heavieſt irons, 
and to ſhut him up in the cloſeſt ward. 
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GABRIEL afcends te heaven to receive freſh inſtruc- 
tien. Kachel and Thirza the wije of Shem, de- 
[cend and comfort him unpercetved— Potiphar cal- 
led in a burry te fight the Ethiopians, forgets Fo- 
feph — Their  diſcourſe=-Chorien the jailer, has g 
dream that impreſſetb his mind with tenderneſs — 
The night following, fees an heavenly apparition 
co tn Joſeph's apartment—Gabriel appears to. Fo- 
feph, inſtructs and comforts him—T he jailor's re- 
verence for e br gets acquainted with the 
tng's butler and baker—T heir dreams — The but- 
ler's intereſting hiſisry—T he good interpretation of 
is dreami—T he fatal interpretation of the baker's 
dream His former viilainy and murder — An ap- 
paritien of his murdered brother The gutler's re- 
/loration to his effice Joſeph falls in {ave with an 
unknown princeſs —The baker's execution—Sabri- 


na's paſſien for Joſeph rekindles. 


N ABRIEL appointed guardian ts the ba- 
niſhed Joſeph, induſtriouſly {trove- to 
ſortiſy his youthful mind againſt the attacks 
of wickedneſs. Seeing now the iſſue, aſcen- 
ded ſwifter by far, than the forked lightnings 
to the regions of eternal day, to receive in- 
ſtructions from the univerſal governor, what 
to do in favour of his beloved charge, Mean 
white, Rachel, Joſeph's mother, and Thirza 
the wife of gens, riding on a golden cloud, 
were taking a tour through this part of the 
univerſe ; and ſecing the lovely youth con- 
dutted to priſon, they deſcended. low, and 
breathed ambrolial fragrance into the dun- 
geon, alittle to mitigate his ſorrow. O Thir- 
za, ſaid Jacob's departed ſpouſe, bow deep 
and intricate are the ways of the Almighty 
to us, whilſt in a ſtate of dark mortality? 
Who could from his preſent circumſtances 
think, that in the divine purpoſe, my Joſeph 
ſhould be placed at the head of his brethren: 
from whom he is ſeparated? Who could ſup+ 
poſe that the lovely priſoner is to be the fur 
ture protettor of the choſen ſeed ? The ar- 
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chers have indeed galled thee fore my ſon, 
but thy bow has ſtill abode in its ſtrength ; 
by the mighty God of thy father Jacob, ſhall 
the arms of thy hands be made ſtrong, and 
thele thine enemies, ſhall yet bow down unto 
thee. O Jacob! thou dear, thou honoura- 
ble man. What pangs would' wring thy ſor- 
_ rowful heart, didſt thou but know the.agonies 
of thy beloved ? But thou art ſoothed under 
the kind deception, believing his pain long 
ſince to have been finiſhed. His ſuppoſed 
death gave thee leſs forrow by far, than his 
preſentliſe would bring upon thee. Faith and 
patience, poſſeſs ye the heart of my darling, 
till he aſcend triumphant over his enemies.” 
O my Rachel! my deareſt daughter, re- 
turned the wife of Shem, we have ever ſeen, 
that whom the holy and allwiſe God deſigns - 
for eminent uſefulneſs, he trains them up in 
the rough {chool of adverſity. The affliftrons 
my lovely deſcendant endures, will endue 
him with ſympathy for the diſtreſſed; even 
when aſcended to the government of the 
kingdom, thy chains Joſeph, will-make thy 
grandeur to fit more graceful upon thee.— 
The falſe accuſations laid againſt thee, will 
teach thee the neceſſity of caution and im- 
partiality in the adminiſtration of * juſtice. 
Perſevere in virtue my ſon. Take kindly the 
rough means by which thy heavenly father 
inſtructeth. © The end ſhall crown thy work, 
and ſill thy heart with gratitude, and thy mouth 
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-2ith praiſe.” Thus the two mothers converſ- 
ed together, after the manner of diſembodi- 
ed ſpirits, and gently moved forward upon 
their cloudy chariot, leaving the perfumes of 
life behind them. 
Cnox1on the jailor, had juſt ſecured his 
new priſoner in irons, made faſt the priſon, 
and retired to reſt, when he fell into a deep 
{leep, from which he was awaked by the fol- 
lowing dream. He ſuppoled himſelſin awide- 
ly extended held, ruminating on the beauties 
which every where decorated- the teeming 
rarth. Walking ſlowly. along, a yearling lamb, 
cloſely purſued by a couple of wolves, run 
up to him, and fell down at his feet, as iſ ſup- 
plicating proteCtion.. Untimidated, the ſhe 
wolf came ruſhing forward, and with bloody 
fangs, was for devouring the innocent even 
before his ſace, whilſt he drew his ſabre. to 
defend the fugitive. In che midſt of the ſcufſ- 
ſle betwixt him and, the ravenous monſter, he 
awoke vith an impreſſion upon his mind, that 
ſome priſoner under his care was perſonated 
by the lamb, n enemies, who ea- 
gerly thirſted-for his blood, and hoped to find 
that ſafety. and friendſhip in the cells of a pri · 
ſon, which were denied him where he had: a 
right to expett it. Chorion was none of the 
ſavage herd, who have in later times kept 
watch at the doors of priſon-houſes. He had 
a bumane heart, capable of feeling the diſtrel- 
i POT Ig 
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ſes of his fellow creatures. The neceſſary 
ſtrictneſs and ſeverity of his office, was always 
erformed with a relu@ant hand, and with in- 


_ward ſenſations, becoming a deſcendant of 


Adam. 
Tux dream was ſuggeſted at Gabriel's re- 
queſt, by one of the benevolent ethereal ſpi- 


Tits, with a view to render Chorion as gentle 


as might be to Joſeph, during the abſence of 
his guardian angel, who upon his account, 
was aſcended to the empyrean. It had 
its defired effett, for the cautious qailor, for 
tear that he ſhould add to the ring, of 
the innocent, was extremely gentle and ten- 
der to all his prifoners. 
Tur following night having ſpread the thic- 
keſt darkneſs over all the land, neither moon 
nor ſtar embeliſhed the concave {ky. As Cho- 


rion ſtood upon his tower, he faw at a dit 


tance, darting through the air, a form divine- 
ly beautiful and fair, ſurrounded with glory, 
almoſt too ſtrong for his viſual orbs to ſuſtain, 
and followed by a train of ſtupendous ſplen- 
dour, which evidently beſpoke the viſitant, to 
be of celeſtial lineage. As he drew near, and 
went paſt the keeper to the prifon, he had as 
good a view of him, as his confuſion would 
ſuffer him to take. For Joſeph's ſake, the 
friendly angel thought proper to favour Cho. 
rion with a glimpſe of ethereal brilliance, and 
but a glimpſe, leſt he ſhould by a too rich d- 
play of celéſtial excellence, overturn the rea 
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ſoning powers of his mind. Some heavenly 
deity, cried Choriow im a rapture, ſome God 
who defends virtue and innocence, propitious 
to the cries of diſtreſs, condeſeends to viſit 
the loathſome cells of a miſerable priſon. See, 
he is gone directly to the ſtranger's apart- 
ments. The youth is innocent of whatever he 
is accuſed of; the holy Gods will not conde- 
ſcend to viſit the guilty. This is the lamb 
that fled to me for protection. O lovely youth, 
as far as poor Cho-ion's influence can go, you 
{hall meet with nothing but friendſhip within 
theſe walls, I vill eaſe you of your chains, 
and provide ſuitable apartments for your re- 
ception. 

Mzavwurrts Gabriel ſtood confeſt way 
ſeph's cell, and even groaned to fee the fon 
of Iſrael incumbered with horrid chains. Se- 
cretly he gave him a celeſtial draught juſt 


drawn from the fountain of life, which ena- _ 


bled him with pleaſure to bear the heavenl 
radiance with which he was arrayed. “ Fear 


not Joſeph, ſaid the ern ovary 4 4 
ar 


am Gabriel of whom thou haſt often | 
Gabriel who ſtands in the preſence of the 
Lord. This is the firſt time indeed of my 
appearance toxthee, but thou haſt long been 
my careful charge. It was I thatſent Abel. 
thy kinſman to comfort thee when thou waſt 
in the pit. I ſtood by with unſpeakable plea- 
ſure and beheld the noble refiſtance you 
made to the temptations of your miſtreſs : and 


9 THE LIFE or BOOK 1s, 


rejoiced to ſee you come off a _conqueror 
from danger fo ſatal. Your preſent affliflions: 
my Joſeph are not the fruit of guilt on your 
part. They are ſuch as you ſhall be deliv- 
ered from: But, O; what keen-remorſe would. 
have torn your heart had you been left ]o- 
ſeph to fin-ſo loudly againſt your God ! From 
tw inkling which the infernal ſpiritshad got 
of the deſigus of your God towards you, they 
have leagued together to deſtroy you; and 
two of the moſt active of the damned race, 
as agents? ſorꝭ the rebellious community, un- 
dertook to accompliſh your ruin. Belphegor 
and Adramelech, hey ſtirred. up your bre- 
thren againſt you, and had-not I interpoſed, 
your blood would have been ſacriſiced to their 
malice.- Little did they. know that the very 
means which they took 5 fruſtrate the deſigns 
of grace were appointed diretlly. to promote 
them, and that whilſt: they. were gratifying 
their own inferaal malice, they were doing 
what ſhould be over-ruled to your advantage. 
They inflamed your miſtreſs with a burning 
defire to enjoy your embraces, and turned 
her love into hatred and rage upon being diſ- 
appointed. And it was them who inſpired 
Potiphar with the raſh deſign, of deſtroying 
you. Thus far they have been diyinely per- 
mitted to. perſecute yon Joſeph. But here 
ends the bounds of their permiſhon. Truſt 
in the God of thy fathers. Let patience have 
its perfekt work; ſor when thou art tried, 
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thou ſhall come forth as purified gold. 
Grieve not for your father, for you ſhall yet 

| ſee him ina ſtrange land z. and theſe hands of 
yours ſhall clofe his aged eyes; after you have | 
received: the paternal benediftion from his 
prophetic lips. Potiphar will ſoon have his at- 
tention attracted by other objects, ſo that he 
ſhall not touch your-life;; you will yet ſee. 
him and embrace him as your friend, for Sa- 1 
brina ſhall one day be made to confeſs her 
guilt, I leave you Joſeph, but remember 
you the God of your fathers, and ferve him 
with a perfect heart; I have prejudiced che 
keeper much in your favour. The peace of 
the everlaſting. covenant- be with you.” So- 
ſaying he ſhronded himſelf in darkneſs and 
the young; patriarch ſaw him no more. But 
O! what pleaſure did the ſeraph's melodious 
voice cauſe tothritl thtough the heart of the 
priſoner, Even ina priſon he waswrapt up into 
the ſuburbs of heaven. As ſoon as the morn- 
ing began to- dawn, Chorion the keeper from 
whoſe eyes fleep had been baniſhed all the 
night, viſited every apartment in priſon, and 
when he came to ſvſepli's cett he ſtood ma- 
tonleſs with. awful reverence of his priſoner ; 
and as ſoon as he could ſpeak, with a faultring 
voice he ſaid, I am forry, fir, that you have 
been ſo ill uſed, I wiſh IT had known your 
deſert before, then theſe ſervile chains ſhould: 
not have diſgraced your limbs.“ So ſaying he 
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took off his irons, let him up to bis own apart 
ments, and treated him with the utmoſt relpeR, 
Tur very day a courier from the fron- 
tiers of the kingdom arrived at the war-office 
with advice that the Ethiopians, then a war- 
like people, had invaded thoſe parts of the 
empire moſt contiguous ' to them; wherefore 
Potiphar was diſpatehed at the head of the 
army to put a ſtop to their ravages ; an ex- 
pedient that took off his attention from ]o- 
ſeph, and kept him long at a diſtance from 
Memphis. During which time, our injured 
hero, continued a priſoner, neglected and for- 
got. But the ſame divine and ever watchſul 
providence which proſpered him in the houſe 
of Potiphar; followed him ftill in the houſe of 
his priſon, and ſucreeded all the works of 
his hands. ; £ | 
Auoscsr the many prifoners that were 
contined for different crimes. were Florillo 
the king's principal cup bearer; and Labonah 
the chief baker. Having received Charge of 
all the ' pirifoners? from Chorion the keeper, 
Joſeph frequently viſited them, and ſoon con- 
trated an intimacy» with theme Making bis 
morning viſit toFlorillo and Labonah, and one 
day after he had been near a year in priſon, 
he found a penſive ſadneſs louring upon theix 
heavy. countenances. What is the matter 
wich you my friends ſaid he ? It appears by 
your countenances that your hearts are ſox. 
rowſul. May I beg to know the cauſe ? It 


— — — 
1 . 
8 = 


— — — — 
— 
« 
FI * 


any thing within my. power can be of ſervice 
0 you, my aſſiſtance may be depended upon.” 

„Alas, Sir ! replied the butler, aſſiſtance can 
come from the immortal Gods alone. Our 
caſe ſeems to be beyond the arm of humani: 
ty to remedy. Each of us have had a dream 
ominous of ſome important event, but what 


it may portend j is to us a lecret involved in 
the moſt cloudy myſtery,” 


Josxru ohlerved that dreams are not Al- 


ways to be regarded, and even ſuch as are 
ſignificant and omihous muſt have their inter- 


| 
V pretation from heaven. “ Will you tell me 
s your dreams, ſaidthe, for ſome I have inter- 
L preted? And I promiſe you at Jeaſt I will 
: not deceive you. But it would add greatly 
f to the kindneſs, if you would give me with 
f your dream ſome account of your palt lives, 
and I in my turn will freely commuricate to 
e you every material part of my owp hiſtory.” 
» Kam, ſaid the butler, the only ſon of Ar- 
h ba an Elamite, who dying when I was ve 
ff young, left me under the care and direQion 
r, of Athear, my uncle by my mother's ſfide.— 
" The tender and delicate uſage which 1 expe- 
is Wh 7icnced from my parents, was changed into 
ne :0agh and rigorous treatment by my uncle ; 
n, and although ſo very young, I was made to 
1 wel the difference between paternal affectidn, 
er and the guardianſhip of the neareſt kinſman. 
by Foſſeſſed of my father's ſubſtance, wbich he 


is to huſband 10 * advantage, he reliſhetl 
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the lweets of it ſo much, that he entertained 


8 thoughts of keeping it as his own. property, 


and took care to let me know that I: was ſole- 
ly dependant uponthim ſor the means of my 
ſubſiſtence. Conſcious that in a land of op- 
preſſion, where my uncle had principal rule, 
there waslittle proſpe& of power giving place 
to equity, I was, obliged for my on ſafety 
patiently to. bear my injuries ; imagining, up- 
on no ill ground, that complaint-of the gric- 
ances I ſuffered would only add to the weight 
of my oppreſſions. It was not. long before 
Culhi, an enterpriſing prince of a _neighbour- 
ing people, upon ſome flight pretence quar- 
relled with the King of Elam and invaded his 
territories. I was ſent to the war by my un- 


cle command, and I had reaſon to fear wih 


à view to rid me out of the way. But you 
may think that I had but little heart to fight 
in defence of a land where 1 had ſuffered ſuch 
baſe oppreſſion. Our army was far from be- 
Ing either ſpirited ordiſciplined like the Hum- 
mins, under Cuibi. The Elamies of diftinc- 
tion wallowed in luxury, whilſt thoſe of.infe- 
rior rank groaned under oppreſſion. There- 
fore, when they came to ſace the enemy, they 
could make but a ſaint reſiſtance, and ſoon 
ſought for ſafety in rapid flight. Many were 
cut to pieces. as they fled, and many were ta- 
Ken priſoners by the Hummins, amongſt whom 

ILvas one, It was my lot to be brought to 
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Pharaoh's heuſhold ;' and 1 muſt ſay in hon- 
our of my lord, that I Have met with mort 
hoſpitable friendſhip, although a flave in the 
royal palace, than I ever received under my 
uncle's roof where my own property ſhould 
have procured me welcome. 
„ But the barbarous man did not long en- 
joy either my eſtate or his own, for the Ham- 
ntes unable to ſtand before the Hummims, 
Cuſhi ſoon became maſter of the whole king- 
dom and divided it among his faithful follow- 
ers. Meanwhile I was put into the loweſt 
and moſt ſervile office in the palace; which. 
was much more agreeable to me than to live 
near to a kinſman, who had in my perfon vio- 
lated all the laws of hospitality. My ad- 
vancement was by flow degrees from one 
place to another, till it pleaſed his majeſty to 
enſranchiſe me, and place me near his per- 
{on. I had long ſerved in the capacity of 
cup-bearer, when his majeſty was taken with 
_ a violent diſorder in the vilcers, which 
phyficians judged to be the effett of poiſon; 
and as J had the inſpeQtion of all the wine 
which he drank, and my friend Labonah of 
all the fruits and baked | meats preſented at 
the royal table, we were ſeized and commit- 
ted to priſon till farther orders. But far be 
it from Florillo fo much as to wiſh the leat 
inconvenience to his. royal maſter. | May 
heayen preſerye 1 2N Pharaoh to ben 
ee 
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bleſſing to the land whateyer becomes of me. 
Laſt night I had a dream which greatly di- 
turbs me, apparently big with ſome importan; 
event. I thought there: was a vine before 

e, which divided itſelf into three Juxuriant 

ranches, each of which bloſſomed, -buddeg, 
and brought e the moſt delightful grape: 
that 1 had ever beheld, and that in the great- 
eſt plenty. I thought that I took of the grapes 
that were fully ripe and preſſed them into 
Pharaoh's onyx cup, and preſented to. him 
the moſt mellow and beſt flavoured wine that 
1 remembered ever 0 haye ſeen. His Ma- 
jeſty drauk the wine, and ſmiling ſaid, he ho- 
_ ped I would always procure him ſuch wine 
28 this, upon which I awoke full of anxiety 
about the event,” 

„My friend, ſaid the fon of acob, for 
your having drank of the cup of a iQtion, en- 
titles you to that endearing appellation. You 
may make yourſelf very eaſy about your 
dream, for the God of heayen, who: regards 
the cry of the oppreſſed, ſends you by me a 
good interpretation of it. Before you was a 
Juxuriant vine, a gift of God to undeſerving 
men, the fruit of which compoleth differen- 
ces, creates friendſhip, diſſolyes cate and me- 
lancholy, and turns our ſadneſs jnto joy. The 
three branches, are three days, which ſhall be 
produttive of great eyents in your favour, ſor 
on the third day, the king ſhall raiſe you up 
© out of the priſon, reſtore you to your * 
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to the'good graces of your maſter, and to the 
embrace of your wife and childre 
beg Plorillo, that you may think of me. 
have undergone oppreſſions, at leaſt equal to 
py and am here unjuſtly confined, for pre- 
rring my own, and my maſter's honour, to 
the brutal pleaſures of the fleſh; It will be 
eaſy for you, when you regain your maſter's 
confidence, to make mention of me to him, 
and proture my zeleale.” 
Lan0nan, the cook; having beard the fa · 
vourable interpretation of his companion's 
dream; and hoping that his would be equally 
fo, began and related it to Joſeph, as follows. 
+ I thought I had upon my head, three bal- 
kets made of the whiteſt ofier, filled with pro- 
viſion for Pharaoh's table; in the firſt basket 
was bread, made of the kidney of the fineſt 
Wheat; in che lecond, were all manner of 
taſteſul viands; and in the third and upper - 
molt were ſabory baked meats, fuch as my 


ur 

ds matter loveth. But in ſpite of all my care, as 
a T paſſed along, I could not preſerve my charge 
a fr om the rapine of the filthy birds, which eat 
ng the bakedmeatsowt of the uppermoſt baſket.” 


* I pity your circumſtances, my friend, ſaid 
Joſeph, and wiſh it was in my power to give 


be comfort to vo: But your fate, alas ! is de- 
be termined. The 'baſkets are three days, yet 
* within three days, the king will order you to 
up de beheaded, aſter which youF body will be 


hanged on a gibbetz and the birds of the air, 
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will eat the fleſh fram off your bones, nor vin 
it be in your power to ſhun the CHER 
evil. What have you done 40 Pr ary 
know not, but ſuch is the decree of wnerring 
providence. Let me therefore advile you, 
make confeſhon to the God of heaven, im 
plore his mercy to pardon your fins, and 
grace to fit you for another world, for you 
have little more than two days to live in this: 
Let your cafe be ever ſq deiperate, with bim 
there is mercy, and Nee e 0 
them who call upon him.“ 

*% I 5 then returned Lene that — 72 
ment and juſlice ſleepeth not, but ſometimes 
overtakes the offender, when he thinks him - 
felf moſt ſecure. I am indeed clear from eve 
ry bad deſigu upon Pharach. A thought of 
poiloning mm, never entered my mind. Vet 
1 exaſperated him, when I found myſelf ar- 
reſted without a cauſe, and. wiſhed the deed 

to have been done, of which-4 was accuſed, 
that I might have had ſomething worthy of 
impriſonment and death. But this was only 
the effet of ungovernable paſſion : thoug 
according to he law of Egypt, it will be dee · 
med high treaſon, and worthy of death. But 
alas ! although I count myſelf in this to be. 
innocent, it is long ſince I merited the death 
now to be inflifted on me. $0 thathowever 
inequitable I account the ſentence of Phara» 
oh, that of the Gods is juſt. I am a Lybian 
by birth, Obed my father, left my elder bro- 
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ther and I, poſſe ſsed of his whole eſtate, which 
was very conſiderable. Oſmyn, my brother, 
was induſtrious and frugal, by which means 
he greatly increaſed his wealth, gained the 
{friendſhip of bis ſuperiors, and the veneration 
of people of lower birth. For my own part 
minded nothing but pleaſure, and thoſe were 
my choiceſt companions, who. were the grea- 
teſt voluptuaries. By theſe means my wealth 
was impaired, and 1 brought to with my nig- 
zardly brother, (as I then called him) out of 
the way, that might poffeſs myſelſ of his e- 
ſtate. Glad would I have been if ſome fatal 
accident had clipped the thread of his life a- 
{under, but it was Jong before I could come 
to a reſolution to deſtroy him myſelf. How- 
ever, at laſt, by the advice ofa lewd woman, 
I gave him a poiſon that ffole inſenſibly into 
the maſs of blood, and by flow degrees ſtop- 
ped up the fprmgs of life. It was long be- 
fore its effetts became apparent, though at 
laſt it put a period to his days, and I took pot- 
feflion of bis eſtate, as being bis heir ay law, 
Some years I lived in the quiet enjoy ment of 
the fruits of my brother's toll and my own un- 
righteouſneſs, when an unhappy Grcymſtance 
obliged me to leave all behind, and feck for 


© 


ſaſety in a foreign country. | 

Havi contraflied an intimaey with the 
wife of a confiderable man in the neighbour- 
hocd, I had the misfortune to Nay later than 
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uſual one Evening when the huſband was not 
expetted to come home, but to our utter con- 
ſuſion be emerct, the chamber and found us 
converſing criminally together, Ho nearly 
alas ! is one evil allied to another? To con- 
cealour ſhame, and prevent him from oabtarn- 
ing legal redrels, I roſe in a fury, few to my 
poignard, and plunged it into his breaſt be- 
tore he had time to reflett onhis on diſhon- 
our. As I had perpetrated the hornd deed, 
I halted from the ſcene of murder, and rety- 
red to reſt in my on apartment. In the third 
watch of the night, I was [urpriſed by a ſuper- 
natural light, which darted into my chamber, 
and illuminated every corner of it. Unuſed to 
ſuch phœnomena, my blood froze in my 
veins, my hair flood upright on my head, and 
all the borrors of my guilt ſtared me in the 
face. The light encreaſed, and 1 clearly ſaw 


my brother Olſmyn clad in celeſtial attire, 
ſtanding by my bed fide, whilſt he thus ad- 


dreſſed me. Wretched Labonab, will chy 


 - murdering hand never be tired with ſhedding 


innocent blood ? Was it not 'cnough to pol- 


{cis yourſelf of my eſtate, by murdering me; 
but vou muſt go ard violate your neighbour's 
hed ? And was ut rot enough that you rob+ 
bed him of his honour, and his wite of ber 
virtue, but like a villain, inured to hloodſhed, 


you muſt drench your thirty {word in his ho- 
pourable blood 2: Do not you fear the awful 


Cod, who hates injuſtice and violence, and 
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with whom no untepenting murderer can 
dwell?! Can you ſpare no time ſrom your ri- 
ot and vantonneſs to thünk but little of che 
tremendous audit, to which you with ſoon be 
called? Can you bear an eternity of un- 


ſpeakable torment, rather than forego uur 


ſenſual; gratifications? It is an awful choice. 
Lahouah, yet that choice ſeems i be yours, 
Ariſe; guilty man, ariſe, and llee to ſome fo. 
reign. country, where the vengeance of man, 
will not he able to reach thee. ' But remem-» 
ber, the vengeance of God will follow thee 
oven there; and bring "thee to condign pun- 
ihment, both in this life and that which is to 
come, unleſs thou repenteſt of, and forſakeſt 
thy vicious babits.“ 80 Gaying the viſion de. 
parted, and as ſoom as ſome what recovered 
from my fright, I collected all any money and 


jewels, and inſtantiy departed; for Egypt; in 


which kingdom I went through many scenes 
too tedious to mention, before I roſe to the 


dignity oftmy late ſtation. Too late I now 


ſee, that honour and integrity, ſhall preſerve 
thoſe ho are guided thereby, and that how- 
ever pleaſant, ſenſual indulgencies for the: 
preſent. may 1 the 18 of 4 10 is bitter as 
wormwood:” ?“ , e 

EaAgs I on the die iis work 4 „e vs 
led up to che gates oſ the priſon, in vbich wa 
a revered old man, whoſe ſilvet hairs hangsd 
down in graceful ringleta upon his ſhoulders; 
he was come as * friend, wich ſpeei 
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order to reſtore the cup bearer to his digni- 
ty. Along wich this fenior prince, foſephł 
beheld a ybung lady, Who gave him much 
une ai neſs aſterwards. She was that beante- 
ous. virgin Aſenath, tlie only daughter of the 
ens of On, who was alſo high prieſt of He- 
wpolis An artleſs modeſty great impro- 
ved the native elegance and matehleſs graces. 
of her outward form. Her cheeks were 4 
lovely mixture of the roſe and hily, and her 
eyes à fprightlv blue. Her hair in careleſs, 
clegance deſcended low, and partly covered 
the ſtrings of jet and pearl, which adorned 
her comely neck. — The firft fight of her 
wounded the yourhfut ſon of Jacob, and kin- 
dled an uneaſy unknown paſſion in his heart, 
till now, he never had felt the vacuum leſt 
in his breaſt for his other ſelf. But now the 
damſel had fixed her empire in his heart, and 
the lovely image of the ſair unknown wanton- 
ed perpetgall) before his eyes, whilſt he lan- 
guiſhed for the abſent ſubſtance.) But hope 
leſs was his paſſiom, he & # prifoner, accuſed 
of a capital tranſgreffion of the laws, and ſhe 
a perſon of elevated rank. This, this, he eri- 
ed. muft. conſound all my hopes, and I alas? 
muſt languifh under a wound incurable-- 
Fonte replaced in his office a guard 
arrived at the king's command, and condutt- 
ed Labonah to the place of execution, where 
Joſeph's prediction was amply veriſied upon 
kim. But the couttier advanced again to 
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favour, forgot the friendſhip of Joſeph the 


priſoner. | 

Sayr1N%A's rage had long ſubſided; her 
deadly hate, returned into female tenderneſs, 
and kind relentings. Her thoughts repentant, 
acerſe her raſhneſs. And O her heart is 
pierced with poignant pam at the thought, 
that her mad revenge caufes him, for whom 
ſhe languiſheth, to lay in an offenſive dun- 
geon, whilſt ſhe had it not in her power, with- 
out expoling ber own ame, to adminiſter 
the leaſt conſolation to the injured vidtim of 
her rage; or procure the ſmalleſt degree of 
relief for herſelf, And thus ſhe languiſhed 
away à miſerable dying life at home, whilſt 
Potiphar was dealing flaughter and death a- 
mong the warlike Ethiopians, and Joſeph lay 
neglefted, and forgot in priſon. 


« A deep remorſe from conſcience of her fin, 
„With conſtam horrors ver her foul within: 
Her thoughts ten thouſand racking torments feel, 
« Yet in her treach'rous crime obdurate flill ; 
Her life and youthful ſpirits melt away, 
Her beauty withers with a ſwift decay: 
Ey day ſhe wildly raves, coafumes the rig þ 


In thoughtleſs watchings, & imagin'd fright, 
« While airy terrors glide before her ſight : 
Pale ghoſts with wide diſtracted eye-balls ſtare, | 
« And burning ſpectres, thro' the 1 glare. 
4 1 Row. 
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5 Fraracn's two prophetic - — 75. convacation 
6 of the clergy—The butler: cenfeſſeth bis negleft of 
. Jeſeph—inferms the king of his ſagacity Hie ts 
| draught into the preſence—FHe interpretethvthe 
ay drcams— Pharach remembers ta bave ſeen him in 
| p hrs fleep, as recommended te him, as an affiftant in 
| * governments He is glelhed in rich apparel— Poli- 
1 phar comes 12 9 enlargement, Sobri- 
| 2 na havirg confefſed the truth ts him — He it afton- 


rſhed to find Feſeph advanced jo near the king 
255 made lord chancellor of HRA - build gra- 
naries for receiving, corn——T he king prepeſeth a 

| marriage to him Fe is greatly perplexed, bein 

j already in lade with an ee. 4j Te male 
1s propoſed te the princeſs Aſenath, who rcjetts it, 
having been in lobe with the Hebrew, who reſcu- 
F ed Sebrinafrom the fon, and net Frewing that 
* lerd thanceller tas he —Thtir aflent/hment , and 
Joy at meeting, when Foſeph finds Aſenath te be the 
lady wham he had Toved with ſuch vehemence, and 
Aſerath found her levely Hebrew, to be the very 
perſen deſignad for her- The death. ot Juda bis 
ons—it renews #35 forrow p r his wiatence to Je- 


7 


f time of Joſeph's ſufferings elapſed ; 
on the very night before his enlarge - 
ment the monarch had two . heaven-inſpired 
dreams which baffled the skill of all his divi- 
ners. He fancied himfelf by che ſide of the 


river Nile, where the monſters of the flood 


{port themſelves on the oozy ſhore 3 he ſaw 
ſeven oxen of an enormous ze, fat and well- 
fed, aſcend out of the river ; and feed upon 
the herbage of the neighbouring verdant mea- 
dow: afterwards aroſe ſeyen meagre and ill 
looking beaſts, upon which there ſeemed hard- 


ly to be fleſh enough to keep their bones to- 


zether ; they alſo went and grazedon the fame 
mcadow, and preſentlydevouredallitsyerdure. 


Still hungry they {et upon the fat oxen and 


cat up them likewiſe, and yet continued lean 
and hungry as ever. A ſight fo ſtrange in itſelf, 
impreſſed the monarch's mind ſo deeply thet 
he awoke in confuſion, and fleep departed 


from his eyes. Towards morning he dream-. 


ed again, and lo] he was in the midſt of a 
fcriile field, admiring the gifts of Ceres, when 
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to his wonder and ſurpriſe, there ſprang up 
inſtantaneouſſy ſeven of the largeſt and love- 
lieſt ears of wheat that ever the earth produ- 
ced, and preſently. after there ſprang up be- 
ſide them ſeven thin and blaſted cars, which 
contained nothing at all but duſt and chaff ; 

and what was very ſtrange, the thin and blaſt- 
ed ears fell upon and devoured the others, 
yet ſtill continued thin and blaſted themſelves 
as before. Such were the dreams of Pharaoh, 
and the interpretation was given him likewiſe 
in his fleep, but awaking in confuſion of mind 
the interpretation was gone and he'retained 
only the dreams. Farly in the morning he 
ſummoned a convocation of all ſuch dottors 
in the metropolis, that were famous for learn- 
ing in the Egyptian ſciences. Each appear- 
ed in the habit of his order, trailing behind 
him the enſigns of his reverence. But all 
in vain their prieſtly parade ; for the. dumb 
idols which they adored could not ſpeak the 
interpretation of the myſtery.” Every prieſt 
has recourſe to different ſchemes of augury, 
and each produced different interpretations 
from his neighbours, but all of them rejefed 
by the king, who well enough knew that 
none of them agreed with the interpretation 
that he had ſeen in his fleep, although he 
could not remember it himſelf. All the at- 
tempts of the prieſts became abortive, and 
Pharaoh's rage kindling againſt them for their 
impoſitions ; the Meat: recolleed his 
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error, haſtened beſore the king, and thus 
humbly addreſſed him: 

« OKins live forever I humbly fue for 
pardon, as I have greatly offerided, and have 
not till now recollefted my fault. Your Ma- 
jeſty may well remember that falling under 
your royal diſpleaſure the chief baker and I 
were impriſoned. It came to pals that each 
of us had a dream on the fame night which 
greatly troubled us, as no interpretation could 
be found. I dreamed that before me was a 
noble vine bearing three luxuriant branches, 
each of which budded, bloſſomed, and bro't 
forth large | cluſters of grapes which ripened 
whilt I looked on, I held my lord's onyx 
cup in my hand; took the grapes and preſſed 
them into it and gave it into the hand of my 
lord to drink, your majeſty drank and was 
highly pleaſed with the flavour of the wine. 
The baker alſo dreamed, and lo ! upon his head 
were three baskets, in the appermoſt of which 
was all manner of baked meat for Pharaoh, 
and as he brought them to the royal table, 
the birds of heaven deſcended and eat the 


meats out of the baſket, nor could he keep 


them away. ' The next morning as we fat fad 
and forrowful, an amiable” young man, an 
Hebrew, in whom is the ſpirit of the hol Y 
Gods, and whom is there unjuſtiy confine 

came in and interpreted both our dreams ac- 
cording to the event. The happy Florillo he 
reſtored to his maſtct's favour z but the weet- 
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ched Labonah he Wange. Will it pleaſe my 
lord the king to order zhe young man beſore 
u, and 1 doubt not but he will Angerpect 
\ 9 of your majeſty dreams. 
Tu impatient monarch immediately or- 
dered Joſeph to be brought from priſon into 
the royal preſence. Cloathed in decent appa- 
rel he came ready prepared to give the king 
an anfwer ; for Gabriel bis friendly guardian 
had appeared to him, and related both the 
dreams and interpretation of them, and wich- 
al gave him ſuitable inſtruttions relative to 
the government of Egypi.—As he appreach- 
ed the throne with reverence, the eyes of all 
were .attratted by the graces of his perſon, 
which were greatly enlivened by the bluſh ot 
modeſty, which glowed upon his countenance. 
He bowed before the monarch, and Slepily 
waited his commands. 
Tu moment that Pharaoh beheld Dh Woe 
of Joſeph, he ſaw ſomething yn: bis counte- 
Nance that attratted bis friendſhip ; he took 
Him gently by the hand and ſaid, there is 
ſervant of mine, who bas given you the char- 
.atter of a very wiſe man, eſpecially in abc 
matter of opening hidden myſteries, of which 
he lay s, he had abundant proof in bis own 
experience. I allo had my dreams, the in- 
terpretation of which is dark-and difficult, yet 
portending ſome great event.“ Here he-re- 


ae his eee, and neee chat Joſep) 
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would lay aſide all fear, and reveal the ſimple 
truth, however diſagreeable it might ſeem. 


Wir a calm and and ſerene countenance, 
yet with an elevated air, that dilplayed 


the majeſlic dignity of his perſon, he replied. 


Let Pharaoh give glory to the God of hea- 
ven, who in his great condeſcenſion, makes 
known unto the king what he is about to 
bring to paſs on the earth: The dreams, my 
lord, were two in form, yet one in ſubſtance 
and ſignification. The firſt ſeven oxen and 
ears of corn, both mean the ſame thing, and 
reveal to Pharaoh, that there ſhall be ſeven 


years of ſuch exceſſive plenty of all forts f 


grain, as was never known ia any kingdom 


from the beginning; as appears by the bulk 


and fatneſs of the firſt ſeven_cars of corn. 
The ſecond ſeven meagre andill-looking cat- 
tle, and the ſeven thin and blaſted-cars, de- 
note alſo ſeven years of ſuch ſcarcity, as has 
never been known in the world, for there 
{hall be neither earing nor harvelt ; and where- 
as the latter- lean and ill-looking cattle, eat 
up the fat, and well fayoured, and the thin 
and blaſted cars, devoured thole that were 
ripe and full; it ſhows that the ſeven years 
of plenty, will not produce ſufficient to ſup- 
py the ſeven years of famine, unleſs the beſt 


economy is eſtabliſhed in the land. Let my 


Lord the king conſider, that the great gov- 
ernor of all, raileth up certain men, to foyer- 
7 V Fd Mm, | 
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eign rule over their Niet, web tunss that 
they may be as fathers unto them, and pro- 
vide for their peace, ſafety and ſupply: Thy 
God, O Pharaoh, who eſtabliſhes thy throne, 
hath. not revealed this to thee, with a view to 
afflitt thy royal mind, but that by taking pro- 
per meaſures for preſerving the luxuriant ſu- 
perfluity of the firſt ſeven years, thou _ 
be able to ſupply the wants of thy people; du- 
ring the ſeven years famine, that they perith 
not with hunger. Wherefore my advice is, 
that your majeſty look out for ſome wiſe and 
honeſt man, ſuitably qualified, and give bim 
a commiſſion for this ' purpoſe, that the but- 
den may be the lighter upon the king.” 

Tus king looked with admiration” at Jo- 
ſeph, all the while he was ſpeaking, aſtoniſhed 
to 1 fo much wiſdom in a youth, and as 
Toon as he had done ſpeaking, ſprung from 

the throne, and graſped him in his arms, with 
all the ardour of friendſhip, and ſaid, „Ves, 
this is the interpretation, and thou art the 
man, who was preſented to me in my fleep, 
tio be my afſhſtant ina work fo great; 1 em- 
brace thee therefore, as one ſent by the God 
of heaven, to be a ſaviour to the people. And 
_ where, my lords, ſaid he to his courtiers, hall 
Ve lind one endued with wiſdom and Uiſtre- 
tion equal ro him.” No the butler, Who all 
this time ſtood by, a filent but delighted-au- 
ditor, came up, aad tenderly embrated his 
quondam friend, begged pardon for his long 


— 
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negleft, and hoped chat Joſeph worffd not 
impute it to want of regard, Joſeph told him, 
that the Lord's time was not till now come. 
Tus king then gave commend to the ma- 
ter of his wardrobe, to take Joleph away and 
clothe him in ſuperb array. uſt as he de- 
parted from the king's preſence one of the 
lords int waiting entered, and informed bis 
majeſty, that Potiphar, bis general waited in 
the hall, and [requeſted a private audience 
upon matters of great importance. Let him 
come in, ſaid the king, for he is a good map. 
The king retired with Potiphar, into an anti- 
chamber, and thus he preferred his ſuit.— 
May it pleaſe your majeſty, immediately 
before I vent by your commiſſion againſt che 
Ethiopians, I commiited the ſteward of my 
houſe to priſon, on my wife's accuſing him 
with an attempt to raviſhi her; it was indeed 
my intent, to have ſpoke to your majeſty, to 
have had him put to death; but thanks to 
the Gods, the luddennels of the invaſion, and 
the urgency of the king's command, together 
with my regard for the public good, made me 
utterly forget my own affairs. My wiſe up- 
on my return hath withdrawn ber charge, in- 
treating me to procure his releaſe, and. in- 
dena him for his unjuſt impriſonment. 
This favour therefore, I would humbly in- 
treat of your majeſty, and if it is agreeable, 
to take him under your facred proteQtion, 
as he is one of the: moſt victuous and wiſe 
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of the human race. Glad ſhould I be to en- 
9 joy him as my friend and companion in my 
own houſe ; but circumſtances forbid his re- 
admiſſion there.” 
Tur king heard with attention, and rightly 
ſuſpecting that Jofeph was the perſon in quel- 
tion ordered him to be brought again into 
his preſence. | But how great was Potiphar's 
ſurpriſe, io ſee his friend, his ill uſed Joſeph, 
brought unto the king clothed in purple, with 
a chain of gold and diamonds about his neck. 
He ſtood motionleſs for fome time, then with 
an agitated voice, he abruptly laid, “ it is he” 
And flying to his embrace, bs beld-bim as if 
he grew unto him. Joſeph equally aſtoniſh- 
ed on his part, to find ſuch a change, faid, 
I rezoice, my maſter, once more to em- 
bree hou as my friend; and indeed, fir, I 
never gave you cauſe to be otherwiſe.” 5+ I 
know ut Joſeph, I know it, returned he, but 
il his majeſty will permit me, I will give you 
an account how it is that my friendſhip hath 
: returned to its proper channel. 
+ & You told me Joſeph, on that Jetefied 
night chat I ſept you to the dungeon, that 
the God whom you and your fathers adore, 
-/would by fome means or other clear up your 
innocence, and detect the guilt of your accu- 
ſers. It is done my friend, your prediQtion 
is falfilled. Your poor unhappy miſtreſs has 
paid dearly for her folly ; the is a proper ob- 
Jett ot your pity, let her then be ever tee 


vacity changed into a fettled melanchol 2 


over credulous huſband ? I have betrayed 
you my lord, and I cannot die without infor- 
ming you of my guiltineſs. Had the injured 
Hebrew been no more virtuous than Sabrina, 


Voor bed bad been ſtained wich the viell e- 
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from your reſentment, ,, The aceurſed nurſe, 
the wretched Syrena, was more to blame 
than my fond Sabrina. But I was mote to 
blame than both, How: could Ithinkthat female 
virtue, could be inſenſible of your aitratting 


charms d 1 delighted to prelept ,you to her, 
reoiced to ſee her at any time look friendly 


upon you, not conßdering the danger to 
which I expoſed my poor unhappy wife. 
Whereas. I ought to have concealed you en- 
tirely from her faght, . But I expoſed her to 
the ſnare, and I wonder not if ſhe was entan- 
gled. 1 grieved to fee her beauty fade away 
like the decaying. roſe, and all her wonted vi- 


She loſt all her taſte for pleaſure, for amu 

ments, company, or dreſs ; her fleep was un- 
lealonable, and diſturbed with diſtreſſeddreams 
—And oft have I heard ber in ſecret mourn- 
ing ber betrayed lord Potiphar. Cautious of 
adding to {4 diſtreſs, 1 avoided ſearching; 

into the caule of it. Till laſt night, the 2 
for me into her apartment, where ſhe has been 
tor ſeveral days confined to her bed danger- 
ouſly ill of a fever. | O my lord? laid the, 
can you forgive the moſt ar x creature, 
that ever was confided in by an indulgent and 
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lution.“ What, cried 1, is he not guilty ? 
No, my lord, returned ſhe, he is not guilty, 
his virtue is inflexible. Neicher tears; intrea- 
ties nor threats could ſhake his ſteady mind. 
He truſted in his God, and was delivered. I 
alone am guilty, I conceived aninvoluntary 
ere for him, the firſt time you preſented 
him to me. - Conſcious of its baſeneſs, I did 
what I could to ſtifle it; but do what I would, 
it grew ſtronger upon me, till it burned: as a 
flame intolerable. Encouraged by my nurſe, 
I gave ſcope to my wild defires, did all that I 
could to entice him, but to no purpoſe. His 
regard to his God, and his maſter, prevailed 
over all my charms and ſnares ; and by his 
ſtability he hath convinced me, that there is 
ſomething in piety and virtue, which I am 
zunacquainted with. O my lord ! may I hope 
to hear the voice of your forgivenels before 
I depart. And O! how heartily could I beg 
forgiveneſs of injured virtue, was I not fear- 
ful that the ſight of the Hebrew would over- 


” 


come me. 
e Yes (Sabrina, replied I, T forgive you 
Vith all my heart; chis frank confeſſions is a 
certain ſign of returning virtue. I embrace 
you my love, and wilt haſten Joſephꝭ entarge- 
ment and reinſtate him in the family, © Oh!. 
never, never, anſwered ſhe ; I ſhall not dare 
to behold him again; for although I feel ng+ 
thing but the moſt laudable friendſhip for bim 
now, I-fhail never dare to expoſe my weak - 
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neſs to danger {o imminent. any more. Do 
you my lord, what you can to ſerve him in 
any other way, but do not let me ſee him. 
When 1 am dead you may uſe your diſcre- 
tion, but ſaye your poor, weak and, unſtable 
ipoule from, temptation ! She ſajd, and I 
promiſing to comply with her requeſt, left her 
to reſt. Having unburdened her mind, ſhe 
ſlept compoledly. all the night, and I haye not 
feen ſuch calm ſerenity. on her countenance 
for a long time, as this morning when I viſt 
ted her, before I came to wait on his majeſty. 

© Bur I ſee obe that your God in 
whom you truſted, would not permit, Pot. 
Phar to have the pleaſure of preſenting you 
to the king: but wholoever. he is, that has 
that honour, ſhall be my friend forever.” Pha- 
raoh replied, Moſeph bath preferred himſelf 
to my regard, and your Rory Potiphar bath 
r;vited him in my eſteem, It ſerves to jlluſ- 
trate and confirm what the natiye lovelineſs 
of his features, indicate; and let me ſay, it 
does not, a little embelliſh the charaQtex of 
my noble captain, to be ſo a to repair 
an injury done through miſinformation, G0 
home, my good lord, and let poor, peniteyt 
Sabrina know, that Joleph is ſegond in digni- 
ty and power in the. kingdom ot Egypt. The 
particulars,,of which, you ſhall be informed 
of Potiphar, at another time.” 

Tus, ſame virtue that enabled. Joſeph to 
bear with fortitude the adyerlity 10 which hig 


- 
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innocence had expoſed him, enabled him now: 
to hear his praiſe echoed from one to another 
without pride” or vanity. His purple robe, 
and almoſt imperial dignity, altered not the 
native humility and modeſty of his mind 
whereby he retained his dignity unenvied by 
thole of inferior rank. 4 1 

PiA AO q/iſſued a royal proclamation, in 
which he nominated joſeph as high ſteward- 
of Fgypt, and required all his ſubjects, of 
what rank ſoever, to be aiding and  afhifling. 
him, in whatſoever work he ſhould undertake 
—or in whatſocyer elſe he might require. 
Joſeph, on his part behaved with ſo much e- 
quity, diſcretion and ' benevolence, that the 
people in general rejoiced to fee the reins of 
government put into a hand foſyitable. ' © »_ 
_ "ADVvaARcED to power, the brit thing be 
did was to eſtabliſh the ſtridteſt œconomy at 
court, to abridge the king's expences, as much 
as conſiſted with the dignity of fo great a mo- 
narch, that the exchequer might furniſh him 
money ſufficient to buy up all the overplus of 
annual grain, and provide proper repoſitories 
for receiving it vhen purchaſed. A ſquare 
mile, on a pleaſant meadow adjoining to 
Memphis, was ſelected for the feat of his gra- 
naries. The ſpring approached, and every 
thing in nature appeared to bear a fertile ap- 
pesrance, for the earth brought ſorth not in 
its uſual courſe, but in great abundance. At 


TH the cloſe of the year Joſeph iſſued a proclama· 
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tion, wherein he ſigni fred by royal authority, 


that at the king's gianaries a certain price 
would be given for all the corn that ſhould 
be delivered to the ſervants in waiting. The 


proclamation brought prodigious quaintities 


of corn from all parts of the kingdom, as loon 
as the overflowing of the Nile enabled them 
to bring it by water carriage and this was con- 
tinued annually for the ſpace of feyen years, 
by which time he had filled every place that 
he could procure with grain. 

One day king Pharaoh took him into his 
cloſet, and thus addrefled him, “ Joſeply I 
and Egypt in general have reaſon to conſider 
you as a preſerver and redeemer, raiſed up 
unto us againſt the day of calamity. As your 
God has been pleaſed to ſend you amongſt us, 
it behoves us to do what we can to make your 
1:commodation agreeable. I have propofed 
a match for yon Joſeph. Nay, do not be 
{urprized: itis with one of the firlt ladies of the 
Egyptian empire for birth, beauty and vir- 
tue. I intend to beſpeak her for you this 
very day. Had I a daughter of my oon 
that I deemed worthy of you, ſhe ſhould be 
your bride; but as I cannot thus gratify my- 
lelf, I have ſought out one to whom I chink, 
even the greateſt of monarchs can have no 
objeAtion.” „I beg, ſaid Joſeph, that your 
majeſty will leiſurely think of it, before you 
propoſe a matter of ſuch importance. How 
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vould a princeſs of Egypt be debaſed in he- 
ing given to a mean and once unhappy for- 
eigner, whoſe birth comparatively is obſcure?” 
Say no more of it replied the king, for the 
matter is already determined. It will be an 
honour to the greateſt princeſs 40 be advan- 
ced to your bed.” een 

This advantageous offer, met not with that 
agreeable reception with ſoſeph, as one would 


have expetted. The fair unknown whom he 


had ſeen whilſt a priſoner, had captjvated'his 
heart ; for her he languiſhed in ſecret,' and 
could adinit of no thouphts of another to 
have place in his mind. He knew not well 
bow to condutt himſelf in a matter ſo del 
cate, but at all events he reſolved to do no 
injuſtice to his firſt love, although unknown, 
by admitting a ſecond to his embrace. Prince 
Potipherah being then at court, king Pharaoh 
propoled to him a match between Jofeph, 
lord high- chancellor of the kingdom, and the 
lovely Aſenatb, his virtuous daughter. 'The 
propoſal was heartily embraced by the rever- 
end prince, and at his maſter's command he 
went home to conſult his daughter's inclina- 
tions. But how great was his ſurpriſe to find 
A ſenath utterly averſe to the honourable com- 
patt. „ I emtreat my father, ſhe cried, with 
tears like pearls dropping down her cheeks; 
I entreat that you will not oblige me to mar- 
ry a man for whom I have not the flightelt 
degrec of deſire, and who ſince this propoſa! 
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is become the objet of my real averſion.” 
+ What objection can you have Alenath, re- 
plied he, to the lord high-chancellor, the fa- 
vourite of boch king and prople? Inconſid- 
crate woman, it is the greateſt honour the 
king camconfer upon you; and I inſiſt on 
your embracing it, otherwiſe give me a plain 
account of your reaſons for refuſing it.“ 
Ah, Sir ! ſaid ſhe, the lord high-chanccl- 
lor is not the man who can make me happy, 
and I would not marry till I can have che 
proſpect of being happy in my huſband.” 
Young Aſenath was one of the party, who 
to grace the nuptials of Potiphar and Sabrt- 
na, went to hunt the monſters of the delart, 
and had ſeen the young Hebrew's diſtinguiſhi- 
ed gallantry, in reſcuing his miſtreſs from the 
terocity of the deſperate lion. Her young 
and tender heart, could not but feel the 1m- 
preilon of the many graces of his armable 
perſon ! but his generous valour moſt ſenſi- 
bly touched her. In ſhort ſhe concerved a 
molt ardent and virtuous paſſion for him, and 
relolved that if ever ſhe ſhould enter into the 
marriage relation, Joſeph, the gallant He- 
brew, ſhould be the man of her choice. But 
ſceing nothing of him for a long time, ſhe 
conceived a diſlike to all other men: and 
notwithſtanding the fame of the lord - high- 
chancellor reſounded through every Egyp- 
Lan manſion, ſne never had the curioſity ſo 
much as to look upon him. PILES 
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It was inſiſted on however, by Pharaoh 
and Potipherah, that ſhe ſhould have an in— 
rerview with joſeph; notwithſtanding, they 
had both of them too much goodnels, abſo- 
lutely to farce the inclinations of ether. Bu: 
when they met, what a delightful ſurpriſe was 
it to Jolephto realiſe in Aſenath the features, 
the air, and the very perſon of the lovely 
virgin, whom he had ſeen whilſt a priſoner; 
and for whom, altho' unknown, he had re- 


rounced the whole ſemate race? Nor was 


Aſenath's ſurpriſe inferior. in viewing in the 
perſon of lord bigh-chanccllor, every feature 
and geſture of her almoſt. adored Hebrew. 
Never did two come together with more con- 
{ummate averſion to each other, and never 


ere tvo more agreeablydilappointed. And 


is it you my lovely fair, for whom I fo long 
have ſighed, that unknown to me his mazeſty 
deſigned for my ſpouſe ? ſaid joſeph, O my 
love, you cannot conceive what antipathy I 
entertained againſt you; but bleſſed be the 
God of heaven, ho brings the object of my 
warmeſt wiſhes to my boſom.” „And can 
it be poſſibie that you my lord are the very 
detiverer ofthe fair Sabrina, ſaid: Aſenath ? 
vet ſince that jovial day, the noble, the 


gallant Hebrew, bas been the ſole lord of all 


my affections. What a blefſed Providence 
is this, that crowns my wiſhes by contratting 
my ,inclination-; for I hated you, Joſeph, 1 


hated the Lerd high-chancellos of Egypt, for 


1 
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the ſake of an amiable Hebrew. Let us adore 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of that God who 
has in ſuch a defirable manner diſappointed 
our fears.” The nuptials were {olemnizedthe 
_cnſuing day, in the preſence of the monarch, 
Great joy abounded amonglt the people up- 
on the occaſion, and every body wiſhed proſ- 
perity to the new married couple. 1248 

Wu1ssr Joſeph continued proſperouſly 
to govern Egypt, it pleaſed God to vilit elo- 
quent Judah with a remembrance of his for- 
mer treachery.. Er, his firſt born, mature in 
years, married a damſel whole name was Fa- 
war, young, beautiful, and virtuous ; in ma- 
ny reſpetts ſurpaſſing her fellows. Er, was 
atheiſtical and prolligate, diſregarded the com- 
mands of Abraham's God ; and ſought only 
to gratify a ſenſual appetite, and wallow inthe 
pleaſures of the fleſh. judah and Shuah his 
parents, endeavoured to correct the irregu- 
larities of his life, by wholeſome precepts and 
examples; but all their inſiruvtions he fool“ 
i[hly rejetted, and ſought for death in the er- 
ror of his way. His diſpoſition was the very 
reyerſe of Joſeph's amiable qualities; virtue 
was the delight of the one, but vice alone was 
the purſuit of the other, It happened on a 
day, that Er was ſent to a diſtant part of the 
country upon ſome rural buſineſs, when go- 
ing paſt a fatal thicket, a panther ſprung from 
ne midſt of it, and inſtanily tore him to pic- 
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ces. Not returning at the time expected, mel. 
| ſengers were diſpatched to ſeek forbim, and 

[| found him miſerably torn by that monſter of 

| the wood. Then-it- was that Judah began to 
realize in his own experience, theheartwring- 
ing agonies of his father upon Joſeph's bloo- 
dy coat being-prefented to him. Then the 
pathetic addreſs of his ſuppliant brother, beg- 
ging for life, returned to his mind; with all its. 
affecting circumſtances. And to the loſs of 
his ſon, he had the painful reflettionof its be- 
ing a juſt judgment of the Omnipotent upon 
him, for having joined his brethren to bring 
allliction upon choſen Jacob. 

Tu ar the name of the elder born might 
not become extintt in Judah's family, Tamar 
was given to Onan, that ſeed might be raiſed 
up to his deceaſed brother. But Onan's heart 
being attracted by other charms, and know- 

ing that ſhould the marriage bed become 
fruitful, the children would N bear his name, 
he took care to prevent the fruits of their in- 
tercoarle, though he did not altogether deny 
the pleaſures of the conjugal ſtate. What be 
did. was offenſive to theeye ofinfinite holinels, 
and'the moſt high to avenge himielf oſ his im- 
picty, ſtruck him dead with a blaſt of light 
ning darted from the real ſtores of wrath. 
OV vant how fenfibly was thy heart af 
fetted by this ſecond | ſtroke of the divine 
| hand? How didſt thou read thy fin in 
puniſhment ! Both thy ſons ſnaiched away hy 
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death, in the prime of their days. Tamar, thy 
daughter in law, had the bitterneſs of burying 
two huſbands, ere ſhe reached the meridian: 
of life. Shelah alone, young and: tender, 
{upport the hopes of thy family. How did 
thy heart pant with jealous fear, left ven» 
geance ſhould write thee down-childleſs, and 
ſummon young Shelahto follow his elder bre- 
thren. Nothing but the fear of Simeon and: 
Levi, kept ſudah back from making a full 
confeſſion. of his guilt before the venerable 
patriarch, But the fear of them reſtrained. 
him till from duty, eſpecially as he could: 
never hear in what manner the Iſhmaelites 


had diſpoſed of Joſeph. 
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Jasxn purchaſeth al... corn in Egypt, for 

even year. The famine begins ts be fel. Jacob 
ſendeth his ſons down to Egypt to buy corn — i- 
meon's dream by the way—T hey are brought be- 
fore Fofeph-— He knows them, but they know nt 
Vim gueftions" them firiftly, and chargeth 
them with being ſpies — They ſtudy to clear them- 
elves of the charge He propuſeth to ſend one of 
them to bring Benjamin dewn—That is chjefted 
te, on account of Iſrael and his family—They are 
impriſoned three lyd-The brethren reaſon con- 
cerning their cruelty to Feſeph, and conſider all 
this as the hand of Gd upon hem Simeon bound 
and ca into prifſen—T he re ſet out on their 
Jnutnez—T hey are ſurpriſed at finding thaw mo- 
ney returned in their ſacks=They arrive in Ca- 
nuan, and relate ts their father all that Sell 
them in Egypt —Leng diſcourſe between Jacob and 
them, upen their preſent circumflances-=T hey per- 
ſuade Facob to fend Benjamin along with them— 
eee with a"divine viſton,” an 15" rm 
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HARAOH had fuch vibokk datly of Jo- 
ſeph's wiſdom and fidelity, that he fixed 

no limits to his power; waatever was done 
throughout the land of Egypt, he was the do- 
er of it, and whatever he did proſpered in bis 
hand. His equipage was next in grandeur to 
that of his majeſty hunſelf, and only in the 
throne was Pharaoh greater than be. Hewent 
through the whole kingdom, provided grana- 
ries, appointed deputies in every rn ſor 
purchaſing of all ſorts of grain, the advantage 
of which was afterwards found not only by 
the Egyptians but other kingdoms adjacent, 
As his duty and pleaſure run in the fame 
channel, he collected corn {ufficient, during 
the ſeven years of plenty, to ſupply the Egyp- 
tian empire for twice ſeven yeats of famine, 
had it been the pleaſure of God to continue 
t ſo long; and this he was prompted to by 
his native benevolence, that thereby te might 
aſſiſt ocher diſtreſſed Rates. Never was a pen. 
ſon more venerated than Joſeph was by the 
Egyptians, when they lau every thing come 


wo a to his prediclion. All held 
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him to be a peculiar favourite of the Gods, 
and many of the vulgar could not help believ- 
ing him to be ſome celeſtial deity, come down 
in human form to be the preſewer of their 
beloved nation. For ihe Egyptians were un- 
der no doubt at all, that they were the people 
moſt dear to heaven. What different treat- 
ment did Elijah meet with from che ſeed of 
Iſrael, when he foretold the famine that fell 
out in his days? He was accounted the trou- 
bler of Iſrael, and was glad to fly for his life. 

Jostyn, had continued to purchaſe corn 
for the ſpace of ſeven years; but ſuch was 
now the .wnll of providence, that the rains fell 
not at their ſcaſon upon the mountains of A- 
by ſſinia, in their uſual quantity, to feed the 
ſtreams of the Nile. So that the waters mea- 
ſured not above ſeven cubits upon the Nile- 
ſcope. A quantity fcarce ſuſſicient to water 
the very loweſt parts of the: country. Of 
courſe there was very little grain produced 
in any part of the land, and that which grew 
was like Pharaoh's thin ears, not worth the 
reaping. - Now the famine began ſenſibly to 
be felt in the land of Canaan ; and the Egyp- 
tians applied in their turn to their provident 
governor, to purchaſe food for cheir families. 
The aged patriarch ſeeing the approach of 
pale hunger towards his family, made diligent 
enquiry, where food might be procured for 
money; and being informed that in Egypt 
only there was corn. He aſſembled luis de- 
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ſcendants, and thus addreſſed them. *You 
ſee my ſons, that the allwiſe Governor pro- 
voked by the fins of men, has denied the firſt 
and latter rains in their ſeaſon. Thoſe lofty 
ſeas which ride upon the air, are not ſuffered 
to deſcend and vikt the thirſty world. You 
ſee there is neither caring nor harveſt in the 
land, our family proviſionis almoſt exhauſted 
and ghaſtly famine makes haſty ſtrides to- 
wards the dwelling of Iſrael. But why ſtand 
we gazing fearſully at one another? Let us 
ule the means of ſupport whilſt in our power. 
We can but die, when the means of li fe have 
forſaken us. 1 am informed that fertile E- 
gypt abounds with proviſion, whilſt the reſt 
of the world is ſtarving for want ; and that 
{o hoſpitable is the governor of that land, that 
he ſends none away empty who apply unto 
im for relief. Ariſe therefore my ſons, go 
down thither, and bring us proviſion for mo- 
ney; for money will be uſcleſs to us, when 
the ſtaff of bread is cut off from our mouths. 
Thus ſhall ye avoid ſeeing your wives and 
children periſh for want of {uſtenance—Go 
all of you except Benjamin. I deſire that he 
may be leſt to ſuperintend our domeſtic af- 
fairs in your abſence.” Benjamin being all 
that the patriarch now poſſeſſed of his dear 
departed Rachel, he could not bear the tho'ts 
of his being expoſed to the dangers of ſuch a 
Jura | 
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Fax ſons of Iſracl readily agreed to bi; 
propolal, and departed the enſuing morning 
towards Egypt. Twodays before they arri- 
yed at the capital, in the dead of the night as 
they flept in the inn, Simeon dreamed that he 
was at Dothan along with his brethren con. 
ſulting the death of Joſeph ; which being de- 
termined, he thought that juſt as they were 


poing to caſt him into the pit, an inviſible 


hand was firetched down from heaven, ſnat- 
ched joſeph from the threatening danger, and 
carried him out of their fight. And as jt liſ- 
ted Jofeph from the earth, with à joſtle tum- 
bled Simeon himſelf into the pit deſigned for 
his brother. Alarmed with his danger, he a- 
woke in a fright ere he reached the bottom. 
Hard as his thnty heart was, the impreſſion of 
this dream made bim realize the anxiety of 
Joſeplis mind on that day of his calamity.— 
Nor could he, notwithſtanding his reſolution 
and courage, prevem his heart being deject- 
ed under the apprehenſion that his dream was 
ominous of ſome event fatal to his peace. 
Therefore the reſt of the journey was dull 
and unpleafant to him, 

Joszen by the ſpitit of propheſy knew that 
the famine was extenfive, and reached even 
to the land of his fathers ; and therefore con- 
zeftured that amongſt the many who came for 
provition, his brethren alſo might arrive; 
therefore deſeribed them to his ſteward, and 
directed him, that if fuch men ſhould arrive, 
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that they ſhould not be ſerved beſore they 
were bre before him. Accordingly when 
they came and applied at the granaries for 
corn, they were directed to wait on the gov- 
crnor's ſteward, who told them he could not 

poſſibly give them an anſwer till his maſter, 
the lord high chancellor, came home. But 
that being only gone out with his majeſty for 
an airing, he would have them abide near the 


palace till noon, about which time he expec- 
ted his return, They did fo, and beheld fuch 


ca ſplendour in the king's and Joſeph's 


cuipage as they had never ſeen at any time 
beſore. 

BrxovenT before Jofeph, be immediately 
recollected the features of every countenance, 
but they had not the leaft ſuſpicion of bim; 
and notwithſtanding his eminent meekneſs 
and humanity, he could not help the recollec- 
ion of their baſeneſs. The ſight of them 
brought all bis ſufferings afreſh to his mind. 
They bow before him with the moſt humble 
rCVErence, with their faces towards the earth, 
and wait for him to ask their buſineſs. This 


brought his dreams alſo to his mind, and with 


a borrowed ſternneſs be demanded their bu- 
ſineſs with him, and directed his eye chiefly 
to Simeon. 

Tunrar replied, for he was ſpeaker at this 
time for the reſt. © May it pleaſe your ex- 
cellency, we are from the land of Canaan.— 


Being preſſed with the famine in our native 
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country, hearing that there was plenty of corn 
in Egypt, and allo the fame of the governor's 
hoſpitality, we were induced to come down 
to purchaſe a little food for ourſelves, our 
wives and children, that they pare not in 
the general ſcarcity.” 

& 'f'zLL me not, ſaid he with with 4 mena- 
cing countenance, of ſuch men as you being 
concerned in trafhc. There is ſomething in 
wach of you that beſpeaks you ſprung from 
no common race ; for by your deportment 
vou might be the ſons of a king. I ſuſpett 
vou to be men of birth, ſervants of ſome mar- 
tial, enterpriſing ſtate, come under this dif- 
guiſe to ſpy out the nakedneſs of the land.“ 

No my lord, returned the parent of the 

ews. We are no ſpies, but true men; by 
the nakedneſs of our on country, forced. to 
ſeek for proviſion in a land more blefled with 
the bounties of providence. We. are ftran- 
gers to court intrigue, and have no concern 
in martial atchievements. Whatever may be 
the appearances of our perſons, your excel- 
lency may aſſure yourlell that all our con- 
cern has been about cattle from our infancy, 
For your ſervants are not courtiers but fim- 
ple thepherds, and our only buſtnelſs in Egypt 
is to procure food for our families, for 
which we are very willing to pay whatever 
my lord may demand.” | 

No, no, returned Joſeph, ſuch men as 


you have not the anion of ſhepherds.) 
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Nor does your eloquence my friend diſcover 
you to be an attendant on the bleating herd. 
You would not be proper agents for carrying 
on a treacherous deſign againſt our late, if 
you had not ſagacity to cover it over with 
diſſimulation and guile. I tell you, you are 
ſpies,come with a bad deſign againſt the ſtate.” 
„FA be it my lord, laid Judah from your 
ſervants to be guilty of the diſſimulation that; 
your Excelleucy {peaks of. I aſſure you that 
we are all ſhepherds, as our fathers for ſome» 
generations backward have been, We are che 
deſcendants of Abraham, whoſe name per- 
haps your excellency has heard ol. We ten 
are brethren, ſons of one man in the land of 
Canaan. One remains this day with our fa- 


ther, and the other, alas ! is not now num 


bered. among his brethren,” 

+ Wer, replicd Joleph, ye declare your 
innocence in point of treachery. But I ſhall 
not take your bare word for it, but will prove 
you, and if ye bear the trial and approve 
yourſelves to be true men and no ſpies, you 
mall find in me a friend: and you thall have 
liberty to go and come at your pleaſure, and 
traffic in all the coaſts of Egypt; but if it is 
found that ye are traitors and ſpies, ye ſhall 
furely be put to death. By this ſhall: you 
prove yourſelves to be honeſt men. Let one 
of you be diſpatched to your father's houſe 
and A that 9 brother of whom you 
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ſpeak, and then will it appear that your words 
are right. If you refuſe this, it is a ſign that 
your purpoſe is bad, and as ſure as Pharaoh 
lives ye are ſpies upon our ſtate.. “ 
No, my lord e are not ſpies indeed, an- 
ſwered Judah with a ſubmiſſive voice, not- 


withſtanding we have one reaſon wherefore 


we cannot wich pleaſure ſubmit to your ex- 
cellency's command. And that is not fear of 
being detected as ſpics: but the famide of 
our houſes. For we left but barely ſufficient 
to ſupply the wants of our wives and children, 
during the time neceſſary for us to come hith- 
er for ſood, and return again unto them. It 
we ſhould do as my lord hath ſaid, then muſt 
all our father's houſe periſh for want in our 
ablence, and we fhould be guilty of their 
blood. Wherefore if nothing but that will 
fatisfy your excellency of our fidelity, it is 
better for us to ſubmit to death in a ſtrange 
land, than to be witnefles of the evil to come 
on our deareſt kindred; for we cannot ſur- 
vive the deſtruction of our father's houſe.” 
Joleph commanded his guards in waiting 
to take the ten brethren into cuſtody and'car- 
ry them to priſon, where he kept them three 
days and three nights; but withal he gave 
ſecret orders to his ſtewards to look well to 


them, to their ſervants and cattle, that they 


ſhould lack nothing. On che third morning, 
as ſoon as the ſun enlightened the earth he 
ordered them all before him, and thus he ad- 
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dreſſed them. I have cbalidbeet all that 


have ſaid, when you were laſt before meg? 


and as there is a poſſiblity of your teſtimony 
being true, I would not expoſe your old fa- 
ther of whom ye ſpake, nor your wives and 
little ones, to the ſeverity of famine ;. for, L 
fear God, and am no ſtranger to the feelings 
of humanity. One condition I propoſe to you, 
which muſt and ſhall be complied with, and! 
that is, one of you ſhall be leſt bound in the 
houſe of your priſon, as an hoſtage to in ſure 
your return; and all the reſt of you fhall go 
to your families, with what proviſton you can 
carry, and: when ye come again be ſure you 
bring your younger brother along with you. 
Which if you do, your hoſtage ſhall be deli- 


vered up to you, and you ſhall all go in peace. 


again to your father. But, iſ you return not, 
he who I ſhall ſecure as an hoſtage ſhall pay 
=o Your unfaithfulneſs with his life.” 

+ O 5410+ Judah; how doth one fir bring 
a lating train of evils alter ic ? Er and Onan 
are fallen victims to that juſtice which aven- 
geth ſoſeph's afflictions. Another is now de- 
manded, and who knows what the iſſue wilt 
be ? The guilt of our brother's blood pur- 
ſues us, and embitter's every” Providence. 
Our God leaves us to intreat in vain ; be- 
cauſe when we ſaw the anguiſh of his afflicted 
ſoul, we would ſhew him no mercy, although 
he beſought us with tears. Lord, thy ee 
is juſt, we alone are guiliy. e ee 
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Df p not I, ſaid Reuben, do vhat I could 
to diſſuade you from a deed ſo vile and bas- 
barous? FI uſed every argument, I was ma- 
ter of, to prevail with you to ſave the child's 
hfe, but all in vain. And with a view to be 
able to reſtore him to his father's embrace, I 
propoſed his being let down into the pit, and 
had performed my purpoſe the enſuing night, 
had I not been prevented by your untimely 
ſale of him to ſtrangers, who have carried 
him I know not whither, _ But the all-ſeeing 
and ever watchful providence, I doubt not 
ſheltered him from injury in fome country 
more hoſpitable, and affords him that peace 
and pleaſure which he was denied in the houſe: 
of his brethren, whilſt we, his perſecutors, are 
juſtly purſued by the avenging hand of Jo- 
leph's God.“ 

«© ] xxsgLY confeſs, faid Simeon, that I 
never felt a proper remorſe for that finagainſt 
my brother till ve nights ago, when I reali- 
zed the anguiſh of his ſoul in what I myſelf 
felt in my dream. And from what I then felt 
I have reaſon to fear that ſomething of a ve- 
ry aflliaing nature is before me, ſor I found 
myſelf exactly in Joſeph's circumſtances when 
be was laſt in the pit: ſince then my mind 
has never been free [rom either the diſtreſs- 
ing idea of the boy's anxiety, or the over- 
whelming grief of our poor facher, when Le- 
vi and I preſented the bloody coat to him at 
Mamre. But let what will come, 1 find I de- 
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ferve it. I ſhonld with to be as ſubmiſſive in 
my affliction, as I was reſolute in PRE 
the guilty deed.” 

L1TTLE did the ſons of Jacob i imagine, that 
the lord high chancellor underſtood their diſ- 
courſe, for the better to conceal his relation 
to them, he had ſpoken all along by an in- 
terpreter, whom he cauſed: to withdraw as 
foon as his brethren began to confer” among 
themſelves. With all the diſtance that Joſeph' 
affected, with all the reſotution he could ſum- 
mon up, he could not ſuppreſs the riſing tide 
of fraternal {ympathy, ready to guſh from his 
eyes upon hearing his-brethrens' penitent con- ; 
ference ; therefore he turned him into a pri- ; 
vate apartment, and gave free vent to the e 
motions of his manly heart. And as ſoon as 
he had compoſed himſelf he returned to them 
into the hall, and communed with them about 
the affairs of their” native country, till their 
ſacks were filled and their camels and aſſes 
loaded with corn. But never was there ſuch 
a ſtruggle between found policy and brother- 
ly tenderneſs, as Joſeph felt in his diſturbed: 
mind. Brotherly love urged” him to fly to 
the embraces of. his brettiren, but ſound poli- 
cy adviſed to ſtay his careſſes, till he had pro- 
ved their regard to Benjamin his brother. 
Sound policy will prevail over paſſion, where 
wildom preſides. 

Ir was puſt as Simeon's foreboding heart 


had preſaged, for ſoſeph (elected him: from 
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among(t his brethren, to Ain him as an hof- 
tage for the return of the reſt; although it 
went now againſt the tenderneſs of his melt. 
nation to give pain even to Simeon, ſince he 
had ſome proof of his penitence. But the 
found himſelf under a neceſſity of either de- 
taining-one or diſcovering himſelf to them; 
the latter of which he choſe not to do for the 
preſent. Simeon was therefore bound in the 
preſence of his' brethren, and conveyed to 
priſon ; whilſt the reſt were diſmiſſed from 
the preſence of Joſeph, and began their jour» 
ney towards Canaan, Not without much re- 
fleQion upon the calamity to which they were 


reduced, and their cruelty to Joſeph as the 


procuring cauſe of all- 
AzR1vED at the inn, how great was helr 


ſurpriſe, when Hlachar opening his ſack to 


give his als provender, found all the money 
he had given him for his corn returned in the 
mouth of it: aſtonithed at the event, he tells 
his brethren. Equally aſtoniſhed they fly ev- 
ery man to his ſack to examine, and lo! in 
the mouth of every man's ſack is found his 
moneyan full tail. In ſilent amazement they 
look at one another. Every one knows him- 
ſelf to have been clear; but no one man could 
be certain about his fellows. All alledged 
that the hand of their God was upon them 
for evil; but no one could ſo much as conjec- 
ture how their money ſhould come to be re- 


turned. Sleep departed ſrom the eyes of the 
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patriarch that night, far they expected every 

moment to hear the voice of the purſuers, 
coming to carry them back to the governor. 
In ſhort, at laſt they conſidered the matter 
as a fraud put upon them, to find a pretext 
to enſlave them. And well knowing that their 
detention in Egypt would prove the deftruc- 
tion of the houſe of Jacob, they reſolved not . 
to ſubmit tamely to their betrayers, but to 
periſh on the ſpot rather than be ſlaves to 
ſuch perfidy, and to lell their lives as dear as 
poſſible. Now they lament the abſence of 
Simeon, the ſtrength of whoſe brawny arm 
they had heretofore amply proved, But all 
in vain their fears, and vain their deſperate 
purpoſes. For Joſeph had ſecretly comman- 
ded his chief fattor to return all their money 
into their ſeveral ſacks, in the ſame order 
which it was found ; ſo that when morning 
came, none appeared in purſuit of them.—— 
They laded their. cattle and proceeded on 
their journey, every now and then looking 

behind them to ſee if any danger appeared ; 
and thus they proceefded” from day to day, 
till they arrived at their own habitations, © | 

Tus good old patrjarch Jooking out, ſaw 

them at a diſtance moving on heavily, be- 
cauſe of their loads of proviſion. And how 
did his aged heart beat thick with ] joy to ſee 
them ſaſely returned with food for their fa. 
milies? but how ſoon did his joy abate, 
when he diſcavercd 4 Simeon was s milling ? F 
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Wl They: foudd themſelves under erte of 
= declaring all that had paſt, between the Gov- 
ernor of Egypt and them in their abſenee, 
and that Benjamin was demanded. Upon 
hearing of which the good man's heart failed 
bim, and be could not forbear thus chiding 
them for their condutt. Could not you, 
men of your years, never remarkable for ig- 
Norance, have gone and bought provifion.for 
, us, without revealing the circumſtances of 
pour family? What need was there for you 
| to have mentioned that you had another bro: | 
ther at all? That could be nothing to a for- 
eigner, nor would it have been at all enquir- 
ed into, if you had not inceutivufly mention- 
ed it. I cannot agree that Benjamin ſhould 
go. On your account I am bereaved-of my 
Joſeph. You have no more mercy ons my, 
lecble age, than to take n away alle 
All theſe things are againſt me.“ 
Rxzvnen, the elder born, approactied and 
reſpedſully anſwered his father, d Were we 
inſenſible of the grief and afllition of a par- 
[WK ent ſo venerable, we ſhould debaſe ourſelves- 
. below brutality itſelf. Let not Iſrael charge 
+ us with want of tender regard, if we have 
thro' the neceſſity of circumſtances been in- 
duced to declare, what he could wiſh to have 
been concealed. For my own part, I am of 
opinion that the Governor's countenance 
muſt greatly belye his heart if any evil is to 
be apprehended at his hand, There is ſome- 


replied, Judab, if Benjamin go with us; Lat 
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thing ſo amiable and atträdtive in him, that 
I ;hink I could without heſitation entruſt my 
lite in his hand. And as a proof of my lincer- 
ity, Hoffer, that, if my father will permit Ben- 
jamin to go along with his brethren as we have 
engaged, to leave my two ſons Hanoch and 
Phalſu as pledges for: his return; and if my. 2 
harm befal him, let them be lain; PAY 

„Ah Reuben l rreplicd the aged man, thou 
talkeſt in a ſimple ſtile. Should Benjamin be 
loſt, che death of my grand ſons would but 
make the wound deeper and more painful. 
oſeph is already dead, Benjamin is all that is 
now left of Rachel, for whom 1 ſerved your 
crandiather fourteen years; and ſhould he 
go with you and evil befal him as it did joſeph; 
this hoary head would come down with an in- 
{upportable Toad of forryw/itonthe grave. My 
lon Benjamin ſhall not go down with yu. 

Aged jacob ſoon perceiving hat their late 
purchaſe was three ſourths expended, apprized 
his lons ofthe neceſſity of returning into Egypt 
ta reneWitheir ſtock of proviſions, to prevent 
ihe devaſtations which meagre famine world 
otherwiſe make in their e *Go, ſaid 
he, my fons, return into Egypt and buy us a 
lite, more food for the baue We go Sir, 
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F he is not with us, we cannot go: for the 
ord- chancellor ſolemnly proteſted to us that 
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us, we, ſhould not fee his ſace;; and that if we 
did bring him, we ſhould, under the! ſhadow 
of his protection, have ſull liberty to traffic in 
any part of Egypt. Think, therefore, my 
father, what we are to . r wank will n 
ly be here.“ 

Ihe boly man, With an hon. wrung with 
ſorrow, replicd,, „Wheteſore, Judah, dealt 
ye ſo ill Mich me, as to tell the lord of the land 
that you had another brother, for I under land 
that you was ſpeaker. for your htethren 
Alas, Sir ! the man was very ſtritt in ex- 
aminingof us concerningour ſtate, our kindred, 
the number of our ſather's. childrev ; and we 
told him the truth in every thing. Could ve 
certainly know that he would demand our bro- 
ther of us? And had we known that he would 
fay bring your hrother down to me; we durſt 
not have diſſembled and uttered falthood, for 
then we ſhould have offended our God; and 
you yourſelf would haye.grieyed for our trans- 
green. Allow me to lay that my worthy 
ather errs in his over care ſulueſs for» Benja- 
min. We are all your ſons as well as he; 
therefore equally intitled to your tender re- 
gard. But Simeon lies in chains, in a foreign 
land, pale famine. ſtares you and all of us, our 
wives and little ones in the face. Nothing 
can ſave the life of, Simeon, but gur return 
into Egypt wich our brother Benjamin ;- and 
nothing: can ſave our tender families at home, 
e ſupplies from that eee 18 
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him with me my father. Iwill be furety 
for him of my hand do you require him. 
If you will ſend him, we will ariſe and go di- 
reftly ; but if not, we cannot go. We may as 
well ſtay at home and die by famine, with 
our wives and little ones, as be put to the 
ſwordin a ſtrange land. Determine, therefore 
what we are to do, my father. For unless 
we had thus hngered, we might have been all 
ſafely returned the ſecond time. —And let If- 
Tacl conſider that certain death awaits us all, 
if Benjamin is not permitted to go with us, 
and there 1s but a bare peradventure of dan- 
ger to him if he goes. Remember, my father, 
the God of Bethel in whom thou haſt truſted, 
he is in Egypt as well as in Canaan. He ts 
able to protect thy Benjamin in what land ſo- 
ever. 17 | {Bk 

He ended here, and the penſive patriarch 
replied. Well, Judab your reaſoning is 
home and concluive. We will call the 
boy and enquire at his ben mouth: if he is 
willing, all not further oppoſe his going; 
but if ke is not willing, I will by no means 
conitrain him. Are you willing, Benjamin, to 
accompany your brethren through the dan- 
gers of another journey to Egypt ? They pro- 
teſt they. will not go without you, and I am 
very, unwilling/to'expole your young and ten- 
der years ta the hardſhips and dangers of fuch 
„journey. Be free my fon; and ſpeak your: 
wind ?” Said Benjamin, I ſkould ill deſerve 
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to call Facob my father, if I ſhauld ſo much 
as deſire io ſhun any dangers to which my 
brethren are expoſed.” Far be it from me to 
delight in loitering at home, whilſt they b 
hardſhip and toll are caring for me and nf; 
little ones, I am not only perfedly willing 
to go with them, my father, but even defir- 
aus of it; and would have propoſed it ere 
now, had it not been for fear of adding to 
your burden, my father; I'want to fee this 
lord-governor of Egypt. I know not how it 
is: but ever lince my brother Reuben gave 
you an account of him, I have found my mind 
unaccountably. attached to him. And laſt 
night I dreamed that I ſtood in his preſence 
along with my brethren, and I thought I faw 
ſomething ſo unſpeakably agreeably in him, 
that I could not but love him. But when he 
etme to embraceme(for I thought he embraced 
me) I felt ſuch a glow of friendſhip warm my 
boſom, that I never experienced the like in 
my life. For my part I am of Reubens mind, 


I fear no harm from lord-governor.”—* Wel, 


my ſon, ſaid the hoary patriarch, with” a deep 
groan, I muſt ſubmit. God grant that you 
be not miſtaken in the man.“ A 
+ But, my ſons, take double money along 
with you, beſides that which was returned in 
your ſacks and repay it; perhaps it- might be 
done undefignedly by ſome of the overſecrs 
of the ſtores. And go not empty banded to 
the man, ſeeing a gift in the boſom paciſieth 
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anger, but take with you an handſome preſ- 
ent of the beſt produce of our land: fuch as 
balm, honey, ſpices, myrrh, nuts and almonds. 
And, O God Almighty, go thou with my fons, ee 
and give them favour in the ſight of the gov- 
ernor.“ 

The ſons of Iſrael departed ; the Lord ap- 
peared unto: Jacob, in a viſion of the night, 
and ſaid unto him, Jacob, what ſeeſt thou ?” 
Jon replied, © I fee an almond tree, exceed. 

ing fair, ſmooth and Krong in the trunk, WM 
branched out into twelve capital boughs, each 
of which are ſubdivided into innumerable 
branches; and all laden with fruit of the moſt 
luxurianigrowth.” The viſion anſwered, * Thou 
hait well teen, Jacob. Ihou art the beauti- 
ful almond tree, from thee twelve branches 
are ſprang, which ſhall-bting forth ſeed innu- 
merable as the ſand of the fea.. Aſk not how. 
it can be done, ſeeing one branch is lopped 
off from the native ſtem. Be ſatisfied in this, 
that what infinite wiſdom hath purpoſed, al- 

mighty power can accompliſh; leave thy 
Benjamin to the care of bis jog for thou 
ſhalt embrace him in ſafety.” ake the 
viſion, and departing: left a glow 2 ſeraphic 
ſervour in the patriarch's heart, ſomething like 
tat which he felt at Peniely whenlike a prince, 
he en with God. 
| N's 
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The ſon's of Ne. arrive at Memphis with Benja- 
min— Judah apologizeth for the returned money 
Offers the preſent Facih bad ſenl They are invit- 
ed ts dine with the goutrnor—Their jealousy of 

ſeme agſigu againſi them - Simeon's opinion is ante 
— T herr meeting with Faſeph — His firuggle with 
natural affattion— They dine with hin His ſcheme 
to try their affettion"ts Benjamin—They are pur- 
ſued by the fleward—Searched, and Benjamin is 
convitied of ftealing N cup They all return 
to the palace — Fudah confeſſeth their former guilt 
— Levi's lamentation fir Benjamin — Benjamin 
Audieth to reconcile bs brethren to his fate—Sim- 
eon and Levi refolve te reſcue him or die with him 
— Joſeph makes himſelf known to his brethren— 
He. comforts and encourages them— Invites | them 
and. ali his father's hauſe 1d came to lie in Agb 
— They:regate themſalyes with Joſeph and depart 
frtm Egypt. 3 E . : bk, bf a a 
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A RRIVED in Egypt, they were conduct- 38 
ed into the governor's preſence, who in- ü 
wardly rejoiced to ſee the: ſons'of his father 
ſafely. returned in company; with Benjamin his 
brother. Well ſaid-hey you: have fulhlled 
the condution on your part, it behoves me to + 
be equally faithful on mine; I ſhall give or- 
ders for your brothers immediate releaſe from 
priſon.” When he faw them all together, he 
ordered his ſteward to kill a killing, and make 
plentiful. prowifion ;. for faid he. theſe men 
ſhall be my gueſts:to-day. Having: given ne- 
ceſſary orders for his houthold-aftairs, and ha- 
ving buſinels to | diſpatch abroad, he leſt bis 
brethren. alone until noon. Now Judah ap- 
proached the ſteward, and thus apologized for Wt 
the money that was returned in their ſacks.— 
O my lord, we are under great difficulty at 
preſent, and have need of your friendſhip, as lt 
your influence wich my lord the chancellar is 
great. When ve came Gown at firſt, notwith- 
ſtanding your lord was jealous of us, we bad 
indeed no other buſineſs in Egypt but to buy' 8 
food for our ſamilics. The corn ve purchaſeck . 
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and as we thought paid for, but to our r great 
ſurpriſe and grief, when we opened our lacks 
every man foand his money in full weight 
in the mouth of his fack. How it came there 
we cannot conceive. But willing to deal up- 
rightly with all men, we have brought that 
money which was returned, again in our hand, 
beſides the money which we would now Jay 
out for freſn proviſion. Will it pleaſe my 
lord to accept the returned money, and par- 
don what overſight ſoever might occaſion it ? 
We have alſo brought a {malt preſent, of the 
fruits of our land; for my: lord the chancellor, 
which we beg 5 would preſent to b in 
our name.“ 

«© Your preſent for! my lord, ſaid the "any 
ard, I willingly accept for him: but as for 
your money, I- cannot receive it: as you paid 
the full value when you received your corn. 
As to the money ye found, in your ſacks, make 
yourſelves very eaſy about itz It is a giſt of 
your God, ſrom which no evil is likely to 'en- 
ſue. Set your hearts at reſt, and compoſe 
yourſelves; for I have ordersfrom'mylord4o- 


BE inform you; that he expects yow all to dige 


with him at noon in his palace.“ As they did 
nat much reliſh this invitation; they would 
gladly have exeuled themſelves ſrom the hon- 

our deſigned, and with more peaceful thoughts 
have dined on an humble allowance in their inn; 
but as no excuſe could be admitted; they were 
obliged to ſubmit to the governor's plealure. 
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The ſteward wichdtawn and they left done, 
they began thus to reaſon one with another, 
ON faid, © Simeon's releaſe looks well upon 
the gavernor's fide, but I like not this invita- 
tion. There is oftentimes the moſt malignant 
delign carried on under che malk of friend- 
hip. Naw we have convinced him that we 
are no ſpies, faid another, I fear he is about 
deviſing ſome other plauſible pretence to de- 
tain us as flaves in the land. 1 muſt confeſs 
ſaid a third, that an invitation to ſuch as we, 
to dine with the ſecond perſon of the empire, 
looks very dubious. . For my part, ſaid young 
Benjamin, I am under no apprehenſion of any 
ſuch thing; Tee ſomething In my lord chan- 
cellor, that convinceth me that it is impoſſible 
for him to allow himſelf in unrighteouſpels, — 
What is your opinion Simeon? Von have 
had more acquaintance with the- Eg) ptian 
manners than we have had.“ 

© Really, my brother, ſaid Simeon, I know 
not what to think of the preſent ipvitstion, as 
ny more than the reſt of you. To me it muſk 
ſcem ſfornewhat myſterious, to be brought 
irom a priſon to dine in a palace. Yet 1 42 
lure you, I met with no ill-uſage here further 
than my confinement. I was bound you faw in 
your preſence; but as foon as you were de: 
parted, I was led away to an apartment agree- | 
able in all refpets,'txcept that 1 was confin- 
ed to it. was daily ſupplied with plenty of 
excellent food, but from whefge it W 1 
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never was informed. The governor himſel! 
did me the honor of frequent viſits, and con- 
verſed ſamiſiarly with me concerning the He- 
brew 10 he appears to be no {tran 
er to Abraham, notwithſlanding he is an E- 
gyptian). concerning our father, and Benjamin, 
and elpecially concerning the death of Jo- 
ſeph ; and 1 have obſerved, that when wc 
have been converſing aboutitheſe.things, ſome- 
times the, tears would, ſteal involuntaniy-from 
his eyes. I cannot ſay that I have any appre- 
henſion of evil, now you have fulfilled your 
engagements.” 5 
A ,s they were thus reaſoning among them- 
ſelves, Joſeph came home and ordered them 
into the hall of his palace. The. ſteward at 
their requeſt, preſented the- balm, myrrh, &c. 
which he received with viſihle ſatisfatlion, to 
the great pleaſure of his brethren. Then or- 
Gered them all to dit down, and enguired af- 
ter their welfare. | Aud 
i Have you been all well, my friends ſaid 
+ be, ance your departure hence? Did vou 
find your good old father alive and well ? 
Are your Wives and children wells? 
Judah replied, “ We got well home, and 
found thy fervant our father in as good health 
ashis advanced age would permit, likewifo 
our wives and children we found well. But 
we have cauſe to fear for our father at our ge- 
turn, for it cut him to the heart. to part wich 
e ß 
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&« And this is your younger brother of 
whom ye ſpake ! ſaid he, God be gracious 
to thee my ſon. I hope thy father, will have 
no cauſe to be forrowſul for tending thee hith- 
er.” 

He ſaid, but his Wollen heart could bear 
no more. He knew not how to keep from 
lis brother's embrace. "Therefore he baſted 
from the hall, before his brethren ſhould per- 
ceive his diſorder; and fought a private apart- 
ment, where he might give vent to the 
overflowings of his heart. But that he would 1 
prove them whether they retained the 

Tame malignant diſpoſition towards him, he 1 
would have ruſhed to their embrace and be- 
dewed them With fraternal tears. But, as be- | 


fore, his wiſdam- ſuperſeded his pallion, and He T8 

concealed his affeQion for them till he could 48 

be ſatisfied of their temper towards Benjamin. IR 
Having eaſed his almoſt burſted boſom, by 14 


the briny flood he ſhed, he waſhed off the tears * 
from his face, went into dinner wich the ſons 


of his father, who all fat at table wih him' ac- 
cording” to 4-8/4 ſrom Reuben 'down 'to 
Benjamin. Thus ſeated, Joſe} h ſent. meſſes Wt 


rom before him unto them all, beginning at 
Benjamin and leaving off at Levi, of whoſe 
repentance he had no particular roof, Bat 
little Benjamin's meſs was & 7e d portion, 
deligned to inform him that 12 had found a 


friend in the > SIS of Egypt. So they 
f 


* 
wa; 


a 
4 Je” > : 
3 in , "a 1 PAY 
w 7 T% WR 4 pY 4 , 4 EG 
BY 0 dig. 1 WN hr Ops 
15 . s 2 - us lim... 4 f 2 ö as 2 WM 


1 id by 
4 ; an "WRIT 
* * AT & Fo. y p 41 Os 4 \ „ ths > R 
- 41 ERS e FF 


= 
ks 


ANTI 


5 RW 


168 run LIFE by oK VII. 


cat and drank till they were, merry in his preſ: 
ENCE, 

But Joſeph, in order to prove their regard 
to his brother Benjamin, contrived to have 
him arreſted as an offender, to fee what an 


effect it would have upon them. According- 


ly he commanded his ſteward, N » * I have 
not yet done with theſe men, I muſt get you 
to aſſiſt me in a ſcheme which I have deviſed 
to put them to a more cloſe trial than before. 
Go fill their ſacks ' with corn, and put eve- 
y, man's money in the mouth of his ſack, 
and take this filver cup of mine, and put it 
into that of the youngeſt, along with his corn 


money. But do it J ouxſeli, ! let none be privy 


to it but you and 1.” 

They had not been long departed, before 
the Reward was commanded to take a troop 
of light horſe and purſue them, charge thein 
with the theſt, and brin them ,back unto thc 

overnor,— Great was their! urpriſe when they 
Fooked behind them aþd faw a compaty of 
armed men cloſely purſuing them, They 
ſtopped, their cattle and flood ftill to enquiie 
the cauſe. « Is this, ſaid the ſteward, ihe 


manner in which ye foreigners requite thc 


kindneſs of my lord ? Could you not partake 


_ of his. hoſpuality, without ſtealing away bis 


plate. You are 4a of my lord's eupythe 
ſilver cup out of which my lord drinketh, and 


hereby indeed he Uyineth, This i is bafely 
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done to requite his goodnels to you” with ſuch 
evil.” 

am amazed, ſaid Judah, to hear facts 
charge from the mouth of my lord. God for- 
bid that any of the ſons of Iſrael ſhould be 
guilty of ſuch baſeneſs. Conſider, Sir, how 
unlikely it is that we ſhould'be guilty of ſteal- 
ing your lord's cup: Whea our money was 
returned in our ſacks unknown to us, we 
brought it back from the land of Canaan. 
Had we been diſhoneſtly inclined, why kept 
we it not to ourſelves? How then ſhould we 
go to ſteal from thy maſter either ſilver or 
gold ? But you are welcome to ſearch and ſat- 
isfy yourſelf, And if it be found with us, he 
with whom it is found ſhall die, and the reſt 
of us will be content to become bondmen to 
your maſter.” _ 

* Be it fo, replied the card he with 
whom the cup is found ſhall be detained a 
bondman to my maſter, but — the reſt may 
proceed on'theit journey. They haſted and 
unladed their cattle, and the ſteward began to 
fear ch beginning at the ſacks of the eldeſt till 
he came to Benjamin's ſack, out of which ta 
their utter confuſion he touk his maſters ſilver 
cup, in the preſence of them all, held it up, 
and ſaid, “ Are you now wrongſully charged?” 
In utter deſpair they rent heir clothes, faded 
their cattle and returned to the city, for they 
would not go forward Wen their brother 
Benjamin. 
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foſeph was (hill in the hall waiting their rc. 
turu, and had colleded all the flernneſs he 
was maſter of, into his countenance. What 
is his, ſaid he that you, have done; Did you 
ſuppole that I could not fiud. out yoπνt treach- 
ery ? Is it right in you chus to requite kind- 
ned e 
They. all fell proſtrate beſore him, with 
humble ſubmiſſion thus addreſſed him: A. 
las my lord, it will be in vain for us to pro- 
teſt our innocence, ſeeing the cup was bund 
in our poſſeſſion. Though the Cod of gover- 
nors will not charge us with patting it there. 
It is not for this, but old iniquity, for. which 
thy {ſervants ſuffer, It is not thy hand, bu: 
that Of our Cod that is upon us. We con- 
Fels his judgments to be juſt. We ſubmit to 
his ſentence, and yield gurſelves bondmen in 
a Grange land. Take us, my lord, and. dil- 
pole of us as you pleele.: ..Fagewell aged and 
honourable Iſrael, may . Abraham's God be 
thy divine ſupport, ſor thou ſeeſt thy ſons no 
more forever, Joſeph is not, Benjamin is 
convicted of felony, and all thy ſons are de- 
termined not to ſurvive his fate. He ſhall not 
beer the guilt of his brethren alone. Fare- 
well, beloved wives and tender. prattling in- 
fants, no more your fly to che glowing. em- 
braces of your huſbands. aud parents! Inur- 
ed Joſeph l. never did the blood of Abel cry 
 *Jouder for vengeance, than thine doth ! Er 


and Onan are both already fallen victims to 
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avenge thee.— And now all the race of Jacob, 
are required. Innocent Benjamin, by 
ſhould he luffer with his guilty brethren?” So 
ſaying, his voice was ſtopped hy his riſing” 
ſorrow, and he. poured forth a flood of repent- 
ant and griefful tears; and then proceeded : 
© Keep us not in ſuſpenſe, my lord. Let us 
know our doom, ſor we are prepared to meet 
the worſt.” Way 

* God forbid that I ſliould do injuſtice to- 
you, faid ' Joſeph, in eicher putting you to. 
deathgor keepingyou all for bondmen. On- 
ly he with whom the cup was found fhall be 
liable to puniſhment;. And as for the reſt of 
you, go ye home to your father in peace: 
and come and traffic in tle land; whenever 
you have occaſtion.. There is a law of er- 
tain and punttual equity, which ought to be. 
obſerved by all in power; and that is on the 
one hand, not to let the offender paſs with im- 
punity ; nor. on the other, to puniſh the in- 
nocent however nearly allied tothe guilty. I 
fear God; His law is my rule, it warrants me 
o puniſh delinquency wherever it is found; 
but forbids me at all to oppreſs the innocent. 
You ten are therefore at liberty to go where 
you will, my buſinels is alone with the offen. 
der.“ q 

„Alas ! my brother Benjamin, ſaid Tavi; 
is all your prepolſeſſion in favour of the goy- 


crnor come to this ? N was thy ſimple andy, 
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honelt heart beguiled? O my brother, bow 
deluſive was thy dream. that made, as thou 
thought, the governor's friendly embrace thrill 
with a warming . glow throughout-.thy whole 
bolom ? Oh my brother, my brother! 1 ſhall 
never return to Canaan without thee,” 
Judah came forward, and thus implored the 
chancellor's mercy. Alus! my lord; ſpare 
the young man, our brother, from bonds, im- 
priſanment, and death, But for che guilt of 
his brethren, his birth might ſeem tq have 
promiſed better proſpects. Much might be 
urged in our brother's defence. He is young, 
inexperienced, and bas ſeen but little, of the 
world. His conduct has hitherto been unim- 
cached; and merciful goveMors do not u- 
| fually puniſh i yority che firſſt fault of a- 
* ny celinguent.. It might be urged that the 
. lad was not preſent when the Tacks were 
filled; and'there is at Icalt a pofſibllity of the 
cup being conveyed into his lack without his 
knowlertge. Nevertheleſs, as appearances are 
ſtrong .again!t Fim, we ſand not to quſliſ our- 
ſclves buc rely, upon the clemency of my lord 
governor. Although the guilt may be charg- 
ed but upon one, the puniſhment, muſt of ne- 
cellity fall upon the whole; for our fate is 
involved in his. Allow me to. ſay it, for 1 


now Ipcak for life or death, that mercy, is the 
Brighieſt perfetlion of Deity, and muſtetbere⸗ 
fore be the glory of pripces and governors : 
an er aud reſcutment heing paſſions fitted on- 
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ly for flaves and narrow/contrafted ſeſſiſh ſpi- 
rits. We have here delivered up ourſelyes, 
to your lordthip, and think it would not be 
for the honor of Egypt, for its governor to- 
deſtroy a numher of men, who are willing. ta 
become indebted for their lives to his, mercy 
and ſayour. Von have already relieve 

us when; we otherwiſe muſt have periſhed for 
want P be pleaſed to exercife the fame” clem- 
ency in bellowing a free pardon upon theſe 


that are willing to be accounted guilty, "What 


if the God of our fathers whoſe wiſdom is un- 
ſcarchable, and whole judgments are à great 
deep, thould have ſuffered your  ſervanis to 


fall into theſe diſtreſſing circumſtances, on. 


purpole to furniſh my lord with Further oppor- 
tunity of exerciſing his virtue, It will indee 


ſhew'a noble difpobtion in my lord governor, . 


to delight in-copterring life and mercy, rather 
than in taking ſtrict vengeance for injuries 
ſuſtained by bimſelf YO?” eee e 
Let my lord aſſure himſelf, that it is not 
for our on life and ſafety that we are. thus 
ſolicitous. No, life, bas loft its principal 
charms, flöce ſuch a reproach 1s 2 up- 
on the houſe of Iſracl. But it is a tenderneſs 
for a good old father, already bowed down 
with.a ſeries. of adycrſe providences,; And 
the loſs, of bis children will bring down his 


honorable grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave? 
1 know well what I ſay my lord. I have felt: 
the wringings of parental anguiſh on the ſud- 
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den loſs. of, my own children. I haye ſcen 
the inſupportable ſorrow of my father's Tpiric 
upon the loſs of his Joſeph: And ſhoula be 
be bereaved of Benjamin, in whom his very 
life is wrapt up, it. is eaſy, 16 ſee what will fol. 
low: | ID my lord has. an aged father a. 
live. . Suppoſe him, my lord, in the, place of 
our father, and let His Hoary bairs be an advo- 
cate for an unhappy” youth, whoſe life is in 
your hand. You have ſons, my lord: From 
your paternal tendernefs” to them, conceive 
what our father muſt feel upon the loſs of his 
children. There is ſometbing ſacrec in the 
name of father, therefore the moſt high hath 
choſen” it, as one of the endearing” names 
whereby he reveals himſelf to bis people, and 
whereby he chooſeth to be addreſſed by them. 
_ Cod your Heavenly father, will certainly re- 

vite all the kindncls which you ſhall hew to 
this young man, and unto us in him. I pray 
my lord, by aft thar is tender and endearing 
in the bonds of nature: by all that is amiable 
in a member of ſociety, and by the endearing 
obligations we are all under to the Father of 
Mercies, that you' will (pare the boy to be 2 
comfort to his aged parent.“ 

„ became bound to reſtore bim to his 
father again, and ſhall not return without him. 
If he is to die, 1 offer my ſelf in his ſtead. 
Or if the ſentence is ſhvery, it is the Tame, 
Death and flavery, are alike to me. In fay- 
. tg this 10; but die e of all my 
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brethren, for they. are all determined to ſtand” 
or fall wich Benamig g 
So ſaying he caft himſelf at the governors 
feet, OY the. reſt, after him in joint medi- my 
tation for their i brother. All fſeem- 
ingly, to, de pütpoſ e 
a glow; of brotberly affe clio, faid. “ My. 1 
brethren, if the governor's beart'is a ſtrapger” 
to pity, 1 fear not what he can inllict. It is 
but to die and, he biwmſelf cannot eſcape. it. 
But live. ye my brethren, or Iſraels eke ac- 
ccpt-the life that is offered to v. It will be 
ſome ſatisfaftion for our good. Farther tobear 
that his Benjamin is innocent of the crime Jos” | 
which he ſuffers... Let me repeat my requeſt, 
my, brechen, ſor I fear not death,” ' 
With che greateſt difficuſy , Joſeph ſuppreſ. 
{cd the guſt- S tender affettion. ready 10 burlt 
ſorth ſo far as to be able. with ſome degree of 
priſongt. und. th} $45 grit > abc bus SST LG 
Simeon and Levi ſprung from cheir places, 
drew cheir well tried ſwords, ruſhed between 
the guards and their brother, and wich all the 
vehemence. of paſſion, eried oui If Benja- 
min dies, he dies neither alone nor unreven- 
ed. Thele ſwords have been bathed in the 
lood of hundreds, and hundreds, vet hall 


periſh ete Benjamin dies 4 50 en % 1 
* 


— 


* 


- 


l 
71. 


. F ** 1 a —__ 
2 - > . - — 7, M 
"SOON ES 3 — - c 6 - ** 

— — 4 2 C4 * Fo: F —_ - * 8 
. 988 
88 — > * "> — | gp” — 2 . IF 
2 19 — * c * * * hn 7 
— 2 : = * : » , _ q << 4 
4 » L Foe 


© A iid id is Ret tors be bs EL S ls BO a a ta 
=— , * 2 8 „ o 1 AN 5 any "*y N "Y a * * 7 \ gy" 7 it 2 * ** 1 6 
17 N p l 5 * Y WS.” AA FT ny, | p TRIS? oY * 
4 wa ALT: » 2 b "WA > "7 183.44. * * +, P \ ' F vw by ' F ; 
\ * wv \ ” 4 4 1 19 
1 — 


166 run LIFE or BOOK ver, 


at free coſt. If we muſt die, let us ſell our 
lives as dear as poſſible. 
Stay your hands _ both ſides, en 
Joſeph, it is enough; Tet all depart the hall 
except the eleven brethren ſaid he, and all de- 
parted. - Left alone with his brethren Joſeph 
ſaid, I have tried and proved your virtue, my 
brethren and rejoice to lee it. I am Joſeph, 
vour own brother Joſeph?” He faid, and 
WE burſt into tears as he fell upon Benjamin's bo- 
BT ſom and wept aloud, that even the Egyptians 
- heard him. His brethren ſtooc in the utmoſt 
amazement, and confuſion glowed upon eve. 
ry countenance: The fight of their injured 
brother realized all the horrors of their guilt. 
They durſt*not approach him, however much 
they rqoicetat feeing him alive. 

He went to them ohe by one; and embra- 
ced them wich / ardent affection, and in parti 
cular he allured Simeon and Levi that their 
generous valor in defence of his brother Ben- 
jamin, had effectuslly obliterated the laſt re- 
mains ofchis reſentment,.. of their former con- 
dukt towards him. 

When paſſion Had ſübſgded om both' les; 
and cooler reaſon had reſumed, ber guverp- 
ment; all being ſeated ig the hall of the 'pal- 
ace, ſoſeph"this harangued them. 

„My dear brethren, it is impoſſible for me 
to deſcribe the pleaſure you. have this day 
given me, by your fitm'and_'zealous attach. 
ment to Benjaniid your brother and mine. It 


4 f 1 | , \ | #4, &1 
q >, 1 0 „ * 3 * 12 
As = 4 . ” =. . ad . $57,” *# 4 $A ! G 2 reer 2 4 . 
\ . 4334 ads, id GSS _— a 7 _ * W * * 
1 5 * 1 #3 a 5 8. . . F + iH * {1 Y "7 AY + 30” e 
: ws | a A 4 * ** 4% Ly 1 e 4 * 7 x 
f 1 , 12 * 08 ha *% 2 * . FC, A” ks * e 4 oy” 1 # 0 
9 * q 4 * Yd # _ 4 * 


00K vil. 10521, 167 


was not withdie {ome ground, as you know, 
that I had ſuſpicion of your regard to the de- 
| ſcendants of my mother Rachel. To be far- 
isfied, in this, 1 deviſed the ſcheme by which 
your virtue has ſo eminently diſcovered itſelf. 
Reuben, you deſerve my warmeſt acknowl. 
edgement ſor the ſervice you intended me at 
Dothan; but it had been worſe for us all to- 
day, if your well- meant ſcheme had ſueceed- 
ed. Whilſt 1 was jn;the pit, 1 had a vifion 
of-an heavenly meſſetyer That, informed me 
ot (78 mind and will of God, concerning me, 
perfealy reconciled me to my fate. Me- 
thinks the countenances of Simeon and Levi, 
are not free from cloudy apprehenſions. G 
my brethren, diſmiſs your fearg. I ſhould be 
worle, than an infidel; i your 7 attach- 
ment t0/ "Benjamin did pot wholly rivet you 
in my eſteem. — Yes, my brethren, 1 will 5 
con in the nohle reſolution of Simeon and 
Levi. I have ſeen ſo much of, the hand ot 
my God in my.perſonal affairs, that I have 
really loſt fight of ſecond caves ; or I love 
them wich the greater tenderneſs, knowing 
that there muſt be poignant | remorſe follow- 
ing after evil meanings.” Your:meaning was 
then evil I acknowledge, but the 'defign' of 
God was good. "Ana 1 ſhould. be exceeding 
culpable before God, iſ I'did not heartily ap- 
piove of the "Op! by. which he has cy * 
N 12 18 
1 e my ane en ah in- 1 f 
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— wi AF. Jacob. diffuſe ly thro bout a 
is ſeed. — Here in chis cup of cordial friend. 
Mip, let us drink an TR oblivion - of Pant 
e And now. by. NENT, "You ſee 
. what God hath done, bat perh aps as 'y 1 you 
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ace, Gerbe brethren were come; it got wind 
in the ſtrects, and flew like lightning ſrom one 


ſtreet to another, till ii had ad itſelf all o. 
ver the metropolis. The inhabitants in gens 


eral, were · in a rapture of joy, and to teſtify 


their regard to the lord. highchancellor, there 


were bankres made in every opening, bells 
ringing, water works playing, and every other 
de monſtration of joy that thaſe ancient times 
admitted of. And even Pharaoh himſelf re- 


| — to heat of the brethren of his favourite 


arrived in Memphis. 


Now Joſeph commanded MendiTehand 2. | 
phraim to be brought before him, and preſent- 


ed them to their eleven uncles; and the fair 


Aſenath, grratly rejoiced in having found 


ſueh a number of heroic brethren: Pharaoh 
conimanded:Joſeph to ſend ſuitable proviſions 


and carriages for Jacob. and his children, and 
from the monarch Himſelf to invite him to 
come to Egypt, and aſſure him of protettion 
and proviſion all'the mne the famine ſhould 
laſt. This the conſiderate monarch did, to 


prevent anyrenvious mind from refletting "Obi 


Nr ſor * kindaets ſhewn to the houſe- 
old of wag); e 
Having pogeled therſelves two 455 »hh 
Joſeph, and ſeen every thing curious 3 val- 
uable in the metropolis, he ſent them aways 
given them ſriendly advice. 
After Upper, | the awry, before they be 
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fore they began their journey, Joſeph thus 
addreſſed them, My dear brethren, you are 
now going to viſit the beſt and moſt honoura- 
ble of fackers, to carry him che unexpected 
news of having found his fon, who has been 
ſo long loſt. You will be prudent enough I 
hope, totake care how you divulge the matter to 
him; leſt the news of my liſe ſhould prove as fatal 
to him, as the former news of my death had 


like to have done. Let it be done with cau- 


tion, and by little and little. In all probabil- 
ity TW will find yourſelves under a neceſſity 
of diſcloling the whole of the former plot a- 
gainſt me, in order to account for my being 
yet alive.—But, my brethren, beware of re- 
fieQing upon each other's condutt : remem- 
ber that the hand of God was in it. I fym- 
pathize with you, my brother Judah, under 
the heavy * of my youtbful nephews. But 
I foreſee that. judah thall yet be great in the 
houſe of his father, and they ſhall deſcend 
ſrom judah, who are deftined to fule. Let 
all thoughts of paſt things be forever baniſhed 
from your minds, and cultivate amongſt your- 
ſelves the ſtritteſt amity and friendſhip. 
Whilſt you ſtand by one another, as you all 
nobly did che other day, by my brother Ben- 
jamin, no power on earth ſhall overcome you; 
bat if ye ſhould difagree among yourſelves, 
ye would become an ealy prey to every ene - 


, Ye depar 10-morrow. But let me nog 


: 


1. 
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fend you empty away, You will be pleaſ- 
ed to accept of this, as a ſmall token of f 
my regard to the children of my ſather.“ So 4 
ſaying, he preſented each of them with a gad. 
ly ſam of money and changes of raiment, but 
Benjamin's preſent was three times as valua- 
ble as any of the reſt : he likewiſe ſent ten 
beaſts of burden, laden with the beſt things 
of Egypt, as a preſent to his honorable father ; 
and other ten laden with kealthful and deli- 
cate proviſion for them all by the way.—-Then 
ke bleſſed them, took his leave of them, and | 
retired to communicate the whole adventure - | 
- ts Aſenath, his beloved conſort, 
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The ſons Jacob arrive Sd en He en Wire: 
after ail that befel them in their abſence — Fudah 
relates the governor's kindneſs Jacob TY ay 
his thankfulneſs on thelirarevunt — Excuſeth bis back- 
wardneſs te fend Benjamin with them— Simeon 
confeſſeth their former treachery to Foſeph—— Fu- 
dah informs the patriarch of his being alive. Ben- 
Jamin conforms his report—Faceb farts, but is re- 
covered by the fight of the Waggons— Jacob befi- 
tates about accepting Foſeph's imuiation—He ts 
encouraged by a viſtin—T hey ſet out for Egypt — 
Ile meets with Fofeph at Hierapolis— Their ex- 
ceeding jay aud endearing careſſe. Jeſepb preſents 
five of his brethren ts the king—They are, ſent to 
Heſben — Jacob takes up his ladging in Foſeph's pa- 
lace for à time—prejented to the king Kelates A- 
braham's victory over the four king. — The famine 
ended — Feofeph reſtores the Egyptians se their es 
tates —Sabring on hey. deaih*hed requeſts 4 viſit 
from Foſeph, that ſhe might Tmplore bis forgiveneſs 
He meets unexpettediy with Alvah in diftreſs, 
requites his former kindneſs to himſelf. 5 


7 * «4 1 44 = 
19 * 15 17 * © pu 3 7 138 * " 4 * N 
1 1 4 os +. 4 1 6 2 0 1 1 Ts , - 4 y 4 2 1 W 1 *.. * 2 8 wah 2 4 


A „„ 
” ; 


3-0 O K VI. 


3,4 8 
v ——ꝛů—ꝛ —— F — 


HE venerable patriarch, impatient for 
| his ſons return, and ſolicitous for Ben- 
jamin's welfare, ſtood upon an eminence, near 
his rural dwelling, with his fanguine eye in- 
tently fixed upon the way of Egypt. When 
he beheld his ſons afar off, and 'as faſt as fee- 
ble age would admit, he haſted to embrace 
them. Have my ſons ſaid he in bis heart, 
found favour with the governor of Egypt, that, 
they are ſafely and timely arrived. Bleſſed 
be the God of my fathers; who'fo-graciouſly 
has returned you all my ſons to my longin 
embrace. And bleſſed be the man, the ford 
of the land, who dealt friendly with tender 
Benjamin. Thus the good old man vented 
the gratitude of his heart, whilſt his ſons drew 
near and unladed their cattle, © Very pru- 
dently had they left the carriages behind at a 
diſtance, under proper conduttors, that their 
ſather's ſurpriſe might be the leis, until they 
had gently inſinuated the rapturous neus in- 
to his aged ear. Every thing arrived, cattle, 
ſervants, and ſtores diſpoſed of properly,” till 
a ft. opportunity, the ſons preſented chen 


Wa 


ſelves before their venerable parent, to join 
him in offering up an evening oblation to that 
God, who had led them forth in peace, and 
brought them home in ſafety; for in the days 
of yore, the pious race delighted to-acknow!- 
edge God for every benefit Phe ſolemn ſer- 
vice devouth attended tb, whilſt gratitude 
and humble adorations aſcended with the 
imoke of the'incenſe, the patriach aſſembled 
all his family, ſons; daughters and grand- 
children; and with an exceſsof parental fond- 
nels embraced them all again, and en- 
quired after what had befallen them fince 


their departure for Egypt.“ Come Judah, 


{aid he, you became furety for your brothey 
Benjamin; tell me my fon, by what means 


you have been enabled to ſulfil your engage 


oo 4 ein RET IL LOR. © | -Hn8 
My father, replied 3 it is with plea: 
ſure I can inform you, that we had a fafe and 
pleaſant journey down to Egypt, and as ſoon 
as we arrived there we were condutted to the 


e a ſenſible and humane perſon, capable of 
eeling the diſtreſſes of his fellow creatures. 
As ſoon as he had by proper enquiry found 
that we had fulfilled our agreement with him, 
he forth-with ordered out brother Simeon to 
be releaſed and delivered unto us. He aſked 
with a great deal of affeQion after our welfare 
in our abſence; in particular for our aged fa- 


been of the governor, whom we found to 


ther, our wives and tender offspring, in ſhort. 
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vo wins JOSEPH up 
he ſeemed-to ĩntertſt himſelf in our concerns, 

as much as if he had been our brother. Vo 

cannot think, my father, wich what delight he 
| cared upon; and with What affettion he em- 
braced our brother Benjamin. He not only» 
returned-our money. ſor our corn, but has 


* 


cen pleaſed-to' beſtowa. ſum an d a ſuit of 
| appareb upon each/of us, and unto. Benjamin 
| te hath given three hundred pieces of ſilver, 
| and ſive luitscof rich apparel- Beſides a very 
. ich and. valuable preſent which he has ſent; 


for you, my fa ther, and vhich ſhall: be laid 
before youto- mortow morning 
«+ Bleſſed: be the Lord God, ſaid Jacob, 
who gave you ſuch favour in the fight of the” 
man. And Ormay all his kindneſs to you,; 
my ſons, and to your fatherꝭs houſe, be retaru- 
d tenfold unto him, by the mighty, Cod of 
Jacob... How cauleleſs were my tears for you 
my Benjamin | How did my heartittemble to- 
think that peradventure evil might befal uu? 
nd I concluded, my ſon, that I could not ſur- 
„ive the loſs of you But you know my 
ons, that my loſs of 12 might reaſonably” 
make me more. fearful than otherwiſe I might 
have been. Floved him for his mathers fakes = 
{aw abundance of excellencies in his peep 
genius, and E thought F could ſee a ſpirit. uf. 
propheſy in the dreams he related to us. Vet 
alter all theſe things, oſeph vas torn to pieces. 
No, my father, replied Simeon, Joſeph- 
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1 myſtery of iniquity, which 
venerable Iſrael never could 10 ſpeR his ſons 
to have been guilty of. His dreams my fa. 
ther, fired the hearts of his brethren with jeal- 
ouſly ; and foreſeeing that if he lived in Ca- 
naan, we ſhould become fubjeR to him, ve 
conſpired againſt hitn to flay him. This was 
indeed our firſt purpoſe, for I have now ſuch 
a ſenſe of the evil of our proceedings that I 
will not attempt to 'extenuate them. Reuben 


alone oppoſed the horrid deedꝭ and thereby 


expoſed himſelf to danger. Our purpoſe how- 
ever was over- ruled, and inttead c of putting 
him to death, we fold him to Midiahitiſh * 
chants. . The coat dipt in blood was à con- 
trivance of outs, to hide ourſelves from a ſuſ- 
picion of guilt.· Oh! Sir, accuſe not your 
ſons, for it bas coſt us dear. Our guilt has 
produced · he keeneftremorſe; and we cannot 
bear the frowns of an injured father“ < But 

eph is not; Simeon, ſaid the patriarch, I 
am bereaved of my Joſeph ; and what reſti- 
tution can yo make? chough not torn in pic- 
ces as I ſuppoſed, be ma be enſlaved in ſome 
forcign country, where I ſhall never embrace 
him.” No, Six, replied Juday, he is not 
enſlaved ; ve have ſeen him, we have embra- 
ced him and have converſed with him. He it is 
that is lord overall the Egyptian monarchy.“ 
*©Oh! hat do you tell me?” replied the patri- 
arch, and ſunk down in his chair. A little come to 
kamſclf; ſaidhe, “ Does Joſephlive? Can it be 
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poſſible? Ichelives, Othattheſe PR Car TW. | 
could graſp him.“ © Yes, my father, return, 

q ed Benjamin, he livei. \Joleph my brother, 

_ yives | I embraced him. He wept upon my 

neck, and I on his; and he ſends you; an in- 


4 vitation by me, o come and ſojourn with him 

1 in Egypt till the famine is gone ; which he al-. 

1 ſures us will be ave den twelve months.” r 
„O Benjamin, what do you ſay ? Are you 

£ aſſured that you now ſpeak the truth ? 1 f 

* his many coloured coat, torn in pieces and 

* ſmeared, with his blood. How then can 

8 he yet live ?” „ Remember my Mather, ſai 

FE. Benjamin, what Simeon bas juſt now declared, 

4 that they killed a young goat and dipt the 


coat in the blaod thereof, rent it; and delivers 

ed it to you, my father, So that Joleph lives, 
and is Jord-governor of all the kingdom of E- 
gypt. He hath beſides ſent waggans and oth-. 


2 er light carriages, my father, 10 convey: you 

1 and yours down: into the Jand of Egypt; ſor 
i- he tells us, that chere are yet twe years more |» 
2 of famine to come, in which there all be nei · th 
44 ther earing nor reaping. . 
** „That he lives I am thankful for, replies 

Þ* the patriarch ; as o bis grandeur it affetts 


me not. But joſeph lives. That is enough. 
1 wilfpend.tbe ſmall remains of liſe in taking 
a journey o embrace my fon . before I die. 
My Joſeph, how have 7 wept over thy death 
my ſon I But O, my God, let me but, em- 


brace him, we 1 hall * forge all "hs W 


LEY 
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vo ſuſtaintd upon his account. Yes, J0. 
Aleph, I come to fee thee my ſon.» Ifracl 
comes to bow himſelf down upon the neck of 
him Who was {ſeparated from bis brethren. 
Make ready, my Eid for our ſpeedy depar. 
ture. The lamp of nature is already, with 
me, reeling in che ſocket. What I do mul. 
be quickly done, leſt death prevents me. 
But O my ſons, ſor your fakes, and * 

Calle” of my grand- children, I dread to 

brace my ny Jolephs invitation.“ —“ What: bob; 
ir, can you have to it There 1; 
en zin all the land of Egypt. There is 
corn, wine and oil, tteaſured up by Joſephs 
 provident care,” ſaid Reuben. It as that 
very, plenty I dread my ſon. And that I fear 
may be as injurious to your morals, as the 
famine might have been to your ſamilies. 
What if che abundance of corn and fleſh re- 
ported to be there, ſnould incline my feed to 
ſettle in that ſtrange land, and do hat they 
can to fruſtrate the Lord's deſign of putting 
you and your children in the land of *Canaan. 
4 fear ee you, my children. Ve are young, and 
can reliſn. the pleaſures of ſenſe.— Was F to 
go alone and viſit my ſon, the danger might be 
leſs; as I am old, and the pleaſure of.enjoy- 
ment is departed from me.“ jacob however 
could not reßiſt theimportunity; of his ſons, eſ- 
pecially Benjamin, who pleaded hard that be 
might go and ſpend his davs near his brother 
Joſeph. 4 Well my children 1 go, aid he, 
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but Jadjure you by the greateſt of names, 
that ye entertain no thoughts of ſettling in 
Egypt, nor of mixing yourſelves with the chil- 
dren of Ham.” | 
So early next morning he aroſe, be and his 
ſons, and his ſons wives and children, and de- 
parted from the neighbood of Shalem, having 
firſt offered a morning ſacrifice upon the al- 
tar El-elohe Iſrael, and that day reached the 
well of the oath, where he pitched his tent, 
and reſted that night i in che grove which A- 
braham planted, and where he was accuſtom- 
cd to offer up bis devotions, morning and e- 
vening, to the Lord his God. Here allo the 
journeying patriarch with his family offered 
ſacrifices unto, and and invoked the unutter- 
able name of Jacob's God. And lo! in the 
ſecond watch of the the night, the tent of I.. 
rael was arradiated with celeſtial brightneſs, 
far ſurpaſſing the ſun in his ſtrength, and a 
voice not foreign to Jacob's ear, was heard 
io cry aloud, Jacob, Jacob,” The raptured 
parent of che «choſen race, replied, « Here am 
1. Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant heareth. 
The voice replied, Fear not jacob, for | 
am thy God, the God of thy fathers Abra- 
ham and Tſaac. I have ſeen all thy ſolicitude 
ior thy chilchens' welfare, and, approve thy 
ious regard for the promiſe of thy God. But 
know, O Jacob, that it was thy God who ſep- 
arate Joſeph from thine embrace, to make 
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him a nurſing father to the houſe of Iſrad. 
I have given him glory, wealth and power in 
the land of Egypt for thy fake, Jacob ; that 
by his means, I may fave the people of. my 
covenant. Fear not therefore to carry thy 
ſeed down unto that land of plenty. Even 
there ſhalt thou meet thy God, O Ifrael, for 1 
will go down with thee, and for thy fake will 
viſit Egypt. There will I greatly multiply 
thy ſeed, and fulfil all that 1 fpake unto A- 
braham concerning them. When I have 
made of thee a great nation, I will bring thy 
{eed forth with wonders and figns in the hea- 
vens above, and in the earth below: yea, 
with a mighty and ftretched out arm will 1 
ſave thy feed, Jacob. As for thee, thou ſhalt 
die in a good old age in a ſtrange land, and 
thy cxiled fon ſhall bedew thy bed with tears 
of filial ſorrow, and cloſe thine eyes in death. 
Accept, therefore of Joſeph's invitation and 
go into Egypt, confident of the preſence and 
protettion of the God of thy fathers.” Thus 
{aid, the viſion departed. In the morning Ja- 
cob aroſe, took his ſons and daughters and 
their little ones, their cattle and all the goods 
which they had procured in the land of Ca- 
naan, and journfed towards Egypt. Greatly 
invigorated by the late viſion, the patriarch 
proceeded cheerfullyon hiszourney, till got a- 
bout half way between Shechem and Mem- 


pls, when he diſpatched Judah and Napthali 


to court to inſprm Joſeph of kis father's ap- 
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proach. :.and he on his part, immediately ſet 
out with a numerous train of obedient ſer- 
vants to meet him, and the better to expedite 
the journey of the Hebrew caravan. They 
met at the city. Mieropolts, where Joleph was 
well known and regarded, as the faviour ot 
Egypt. Both father and fon had endeayour- 
cd upon their journey to fortify their hearts 
for the expected interview. Yet do what 
they would, they could not reſtrain na- 
ture from breaking through all che in 

junctions of reaſon.— Joſeph wick lowly re- 
verence advanced, ſell down at bis father's 
feet, and would have aſked his bleſſing; but 
as his foul had not power to give action to his 
lips, Jacob would have raiſed. up his ſon, but 
being overeome with rapturous jov, he funk 
down beſide him with his head upon foſeph's, 
and thus ſor a ſeaſon father and fon both con- 
tinued ſpeechleſs, to the great fear and ſur- 
priſe of all che kindred company, leſt ſuch a 
tide of, jo, burſting in upon theit hearts, 
Mould throw the wheels of nature off from the 
axis, and prove ſatal to their deſirable lives. 
At length each labouring heart vented. itself 
in a flood of tears, which the father ſhed up · 
on the ſon, and the fon upon the father. 
When the uſe of ſpeech was regained, nothing 
was to be heard, but O my ſon! O my fa- 
ther! my ſong my father, till the tide of com- 
paſſion began to abate... - Then both hearts 
were lifted up with grateful ackno wledgmenis 
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of the goodneſs of God's holy providence, 
that had bleſt them with a onee unexpected 
interview. Looſed from his [father's 'embra- 
ce, he ſlies to the arms of his brothers' wives, 
and O what endearing careſſes were there be- 
twixt him and them. O my Joſeph! my 
Shuah ! my Joſeph ! my Tamar! my Joſeph ! 
my Zillah, &c. &c. was all the cry. And 
thus they would have gone on in exchanging 
endearing careſſes till the ſun had gone down, 
if Judah had not put them in mind of the ex- 
pediency of proceeding on their journey. 
It was agreed that Jacob and his company 
ſhould come on by ealy marches, as their 
itrength and the nature of their charge would 
belt admit of; and that Joleph-and ſome of 
his brethren ſhould go forward to Memphis, 
and inform his majeſty of the patriarch's ar- 
rival. Accordingly he choſe five of his breth- 
ren and departed, and as foon as arrived, he 
pretented \ to the king, who rejoiced ex 
ceedingly at their arrival. If Egypt faid he, 
has been ſuch a gainer by having only one of 
the Hebrew lineage, what vaſt advantages muſt 
accrue to the land by having all the family of 
Ifracl in its poſſeſſion. What is your ſev- 
era] occupations, my friends ?” ſaid his majel- 
ty. Joſeph replied for his brethren, “ May 
it pleaſe your majeſty, my brethrenare all ſhep- 
| herds. From their youth up; their whole bu- 
ſineſs has been about cattle.” . Joſeph choſe 


to anſwer ſor them, partly, that by his anſwer he 
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might pave a way for their dwelling in Go- 
ſhen, altogether with their father, ſeparated 


from the Egyptians, and partly. to prevent 


Pharaoh from conferring upon them honors of 


ſtate, or employing them in matters of govern. 


ment to the diſſauis faction of the Egyptians. 

“Then Joleph ſaid the king, if your breth- 
ren are ſnepherds, I would have you fix them 
in a place where they are moſt likely to find 
paſtures for their flocks. What think you of 
Gothen, Joſeph? 15+ Above all places, if it 
is your majeſtys pleaſure, would chute G9. 
ſhen for their rehdence.” Very well, {aid 
the king, let them dwell in Goſhen. And 
you ſhall bave letters under my ſign manuel, 
as your authority for ſo doing.“ 

When Jacob and his family arrived at Mem- 
akin they were ſent to Goſhen, where the 


| good old prince Potipherah waited their ar- 


rival, and had provided ſuitable ac commoda.- 
tion for them, in the eity of Heliopolis. Ja- 
cob went into Joſeph's palace, was moſt affec- 


tionately received by the princeſs Aſenath, 


who humbly begged the patriarchal bleſſing 


on her knees. Manaſſah and Ephraim like- 


wiſe came and careſſed their venerable grand - 


father. who preſſed them to his glowing boſom. 


Refettion received after ſo long a journey 
and balmy reſt had a little reanimated his fee- 
ble frame, Joſeph took his venerable father 


| aud NN * to the eng with was ſtruck 


£7 T7 (4 
AT REF 


186 THE IIFE or woes vin. 


with ſolemn awe at the majeſty of the pat- 
riarch's perſon. He continued ſpeechleſs for 
a time, till Tacob himſelf broke filence in the 
following, ſpeech. © Bleffed be the Lord, 
the God of heaven and earth, that has raiſed 
up Pharavh to be at this day-a nurſing” ſather 
to many nations.—And bleffed be Pharaoh 
of the Lord my God, who has ſhewed regard 
to my baniſhed: oſeph, and-unto the ſeed of 
Iſrael for Joſeph's Lhe. May thy reign be 
long and bene eee and heaven inſpited 
peace be the polfleſſor of thy royal breaſt. 
And may that God by whom thou now reign- 
eſt, beſtow upon thee a crown of righteouſneſs 
in the eternal ſkies, when thou art called to 
leave this uncertain diadem to thy next ſuc- 
ceſſor.“ For joſeph's fake, replied the 
king, I embrace his father, and bid bim wel- 
come io the court of Memphis. But I pray 
tee, reverend old man, may I be ſo free 23 
to alk thine age? I remember not that my 
eyes were ever fuck _ uach a venerablc 
form.“ 

The Wein e 4 But fave and evil 
have been the days of the years of mx 
.grimage ; 1 am no in the hundred and thir- 
_ hieth-year of my age; but the many ſortovs 
interwoven in my lot, the croſs providences 
under which I have grieved; have a, od 
age upon me before the time,” 

The aſtoniſhed monareh bled; What! 
do you not account ap hundred and thirty 
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years an old age? We ſhould think it a vety 
extraordinary: thing to ſee a n hve ſo long 


in Egypt.“ 
« Q king airfvered: Jacob; to ſome it may 


appear an old age, but anto me, whoſe an- 


ceſtors, farher-and grandfather, ved beyond 
an hundred and ſeventy years, it appears oth- 
erwife. Abrahiam, my grandfather, lived to 
the age of an hundred and ſeventy five ;- and 
Ilaac, my own father, to an hundred and eigh- 
ty-five; fo that I have not MOTEL to me 
lives of my fatbers. 

4 Abraham! ſaid the king with we "AY 


prize; we have tradition concerning one 


Abraham, a private man, who overthrew the 
united ſtrengh of ſeveral kings. Are you a 
de ſcendant of his ? If fo, 1'thowld be glad to 


have an account of the truth of this affair. As 


I have always conſidered it as almoft- paſt be- 


lief, I have given ſiide credit to it“ 


_ +4 It is no figion, my lord, returned the 
patriarch, the caſe was this. In the days of 
Amrapbel, king of Aſſy ria he with other prin- 
ces in alliance with: him, made war with Bern, 
king of Sodom and the primes in alliance with 
him; four kings joined their forces together 


and met the five Kings of Sodem and Go. 


motrah, &. in the vale of Sidim; where 8 
routed ht army of the Sodomites, and ma 

ſuch a 8 amongſt them, that they, find- 
ing themſelves unable to make head againſt 


he enemy, were obliged to ſue Tor peace; 
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Which could not be obtained but upon con- 
dition of becoming.tributary to the conquerors, 
This they were obliged to ſubmit to, however re- 
juctant.— Twelve years they paid the ſtipulated 
ſum, and.in the tbirteenih year, ſuppoſing them- 
ſeves in a condition to reſiſt, hey reſuſed to 
Pay it any longer. , Wherefore the confeder- 
ated Aſſyrians, came again under arms and 
ravaged all the countries in friendſhip with 
Sodom and Gomorrah, &c. The Rephaims, 
Zuzims, Emims, Horites, Amalekites and Am- 
orites, felt the ſeverity of their rage. At laſt 
the kings of Sodom having levied a numerous 
army went forth againſt them, and joined bat- 
ye in the valley of Brimſtone-piis. But as 
deſore the effeminate inhabitants of Sodom, 
e. could not Rand before the warlike Affy- 
rians. Many of them fell in the action, and 
the reſt were totally routed. Sadom plunder- 
ed and ſacked, and Lot, Abrabam's nephew, 
was carried away captive. As ſoon as my 
grandfather heard of his kinſman's captivity, 
_ relolving, upon his redemption, he armed three 
hundred andeighteen valiant young men, born 
in his own. houſe; and puriued them unto 
Dan, where he found them in a careleſs and 
ſecure, manner, rioting upon che ſpoils of their 
late ,conqueſt;, Sable night enveloping the 
land in darkneſs, greatly favoured his deſign; 
he divided bis little army into three compa- 
nies, two of winch were ordered to fetch a 
compaſt round and attack the camp at differ- 


every part of the land, and uo proviſton was 


—2 
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ent places, whilſt Abraham attacked it oh the 


fide next unto him. No tooner had confter- 


nation ſpread. itſelf among the Aſſyrians, than 


Lot heard and knew the voice of che He- 


brews. —Fhey fer all the priſoners at liberty, 
and - clothed them vith the armour” of the 
ſlaughtered. Allynans. When joining with 
Abrahams Hebrews, they dealt deſtruftion 


throughout the whole camp, and'thouſands of- 
the enemy bu the ground in death. Thoſe 


that eſcaped out ol the camp fought for Tafc -- 
ty'in flight, and were purſued as far as Dam- 
aſcus; 5 efetiually did Abraham ſollow 


his blow, that be reſcued from the ſpollers 


every priſoner, and all the goods of Which 


they had plundered che facked eitiesz and vt- 


terly deſtroyed the four depredativg tyrants.” 


« It was always my Opinion, ſaid the monarch, 


that Joſeph was deſcended of Nuſtrionsance!- 
tors, and your necount of Abraham ſuſſficient- 
ly confirms it. Your” family, my gbod eld 


friend, has pro ed a ſa viour for A wr the 


perſon of Joſeph, and it is the leaſt thin ui 


can do tn retürn, to take care of his fat 
houſe during he ſcarcity. Go, good d la, 


and dwell in the land, the beſt eit is before 
you. And you, Joſeph know it is the will of 


r king, that you-amply provide for ul y 


father's family and A er Evening | moſt 
agreeable to their 6wn melinations.”” ind 


The ſeverity of the famine was no felt in 
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.t0 be met with but what was drawn from je- 
leph's granaries ; whereby. the kings exche 
quer became immenſely rich. For brſt he 
gathered up all the money in Egypt. in Ex- 
change ſor his corn; when money failed, he 
received their cattle inſtead thereof; and 
when their cattle were all become the 
King s property, they brought their ſlaves and 
bondmen, and exchanged them for corn. 
Then they ſold every man his landed eſlate 
to procure. bread for their mouths, and at laſt 
they gave up themſelves for bondmen and 
bondwomen unto Pharaob, in conſideration 
ol being fed with' nece flarx food: Thus the 
whole land of Egypt, and all that it contained 
became Pharaoh's property, and no ſubjeft 
had any thing left which he could call his . 
The ſeventh year of the- famine elapſed, lo- 
ſeph iſſued-a-proclamation, inviting every per- 
fon to take poſſeſſion gf his alienated eſtate. 
to come and receive ſeed corn at the king's 
granaties, wherewithal te fow their fields. Now 
he retutned to-gyery man bis hor fes camels, 


and black: cattle, aud alt that the famine: oc- 


caſioned them to part with, except their ma- 
ney. | Only requiring wat the fiſth part of 
the increafe of all their land ſhould be faithful- 
ly delivered up at the royal magazines. But 
lurely never were people more aſtoniſhed than 


and re ſtoration of their liberty, aftertheyand a 
rhat they had were become the ſole property of 


at this une xpetted re ſlitution of their n 
1 
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the king. And never was a monarch better 
pleaſed with the conduct of a miniſter, than 
Pharoah was to fee his people, by Joſeph's 
wiſdom and moderation freed from flavery, in 
a manner which ſecured the laſting dignity and 
affluence of the crown. To the mutual ſatis- 
faQtion of both prince and people, it was ef- 
tabliſhed by an att of ſtate into a law, that 
the people ſhould enjoy their poſſeſſions un- 
moleſted, and that the fifth part of all the in- 
creaſe ſhould be Pharoah's'for ever. | 
It was now that Sabrina, the wife of Foti - 
phar, was taken fick unto death ; and as ſhe 
found herſelf confirmed in her virtue, ſhe ven- 
tured to requeſt a vt of Joſeph, that ſhe. 
might have an opportunity to confeſs her fol- 
ly to him in the preſence of her huſband and 
implore forgiveneſs for the injuries he had 
ſuſtained upon her account. 
O Joſeph! daid fhe, it is leſs ſhame” to 
confels a crime than be guilty of it. I need 
not repeat the baſeneſs of my former guilt to 
you, who have been fo feclingly ſenſible. 1 
wanted you now that I might unbofom myſelf 
% you, in the fpreſenee of my worthy lord, 
belore 1 die. I admice that” virtue which 
made you reſiſt the temptation I laid . 
it has for ſome years been the object of my | 
11nitation, and I think I have felt ſomething of 
is ſweetneſs.” I can tell you: that had you 
complied with my wild and untawful- defires, - 
ou would now haye been the objeft of my 
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all yours, and the guilt, ſhame and confuſion 
my own. And can my lord- chancellor indeed 


parted from his generous boſom, and that he 
can freely forgive his moſt violent perſecutor.” 


ſtranger to reſentmeni: and Was ſo from the 


pity. I ſeltiit as an evil of afflitlion, which it 
was better to ſubmit to, than to an evil of fin. 
I judged that the omnipreſent God would, by 
ſome means hring good out of it to me and 


therefore I cheerfully endured it. It would, 


madam, be impious in an high degree, did J 
than deviliſh, to retain revenge againſſ the in 
ſtruments he might ſee meet to make ule of. 
re I met wich the butler and. baker; 
their means, I was made known unto Paraoh, 


that from the great good ariſing to me ſrom 
che little anconvemence 1 ſuffered. through 
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averGon, Joſeph, even as you yourſ elf fore- 
told. But On I the-virtue and honour were 


forgive the baſeneſs of a. woman who then 
criminally loved him to diſt raction? May Sa- 
brina hope that ſhe-dies under the friendſhip 
of injured; Joſeph l That all reſentment is de 
« Madam, replied Joſeph; nu mind is a 


firſt, even hen felt moſt the power of our 
revenge, vou was the objett of my warmeſt 


forget the means by which, my God, bas ad- 
vanced me to power, and ãt would be litdeileſs 


| bs your means, madam, I was.caſtinto priſon, 
—_— alſo I firſt ſaw my lovely Aſenath. By 


by whoſe goodneſs 1 was raiſed to power 3 


my chen miſled miſtreſs, I ſhould, be worle | 
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than an infidel, if I did not from my heart, ſor- 
give the lady Sabrina. I rejviced to her of 
your virtue returning to its courſe, and your 
affeQtions ſettled upon their proper object, 
and now. I rejoice to ſee you in this pemtent- ? 


frame of ſpirid; for whoſoever conſeſſes and | 


forſakes their fans, ſhall find merey ““ 
When Joſeph returned home, he found a 
poor man at his gate, ſolicitingrelief of his ſer- 
vants. By his appearance it ſeemed that he 
had heretofore been bleſſed with better days, 
for even the ruin was noble. The ' ſervants * 
had each of them contributed liberally, and 
amongſt them had made him up a purſe of fi * 
ty pieces, and befides recommended bim to 
the conſideration of their lord. —Joſeph's hu- © 
manity was ſuch that he never ſhut his door 
upon the poor and needy ;" yet ſeldom did he 
relieve, before he had properly enquired witb 
tenderneſs into the caſe. Always obſerving 
this rule, to put the ſuppliant to as little pain 
as poſſible. r Nee 1. 
The ſtranger being introduced into the 
gavernor's 1 deli red to gice 
ſome account of the cauſe of his misfgrtunes. + 
„I am by birth, faid he an Iſhmaelite, who 
traded from the land of Gilead to Egypt, It 
is fome few years ſince that having greatly 
increaſed my ſubſtance, and added to the 
number of my ſervants, I ventured to ſeparate 
my ſelf from the Caravan, wich which I uſual- 
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ly had: travelled : ſoppoſing I could make 
greater expedition when alone, than when tied 
to the rules of the company. But I ſoon 
found that he ho maketh haſte to be rich, 
ſhall' preſentlÿ come to poverty; forthe very 
frſt journey I made wich my on houſehold 
train, I was beſet ona fatal night by a band of 
thieviſh Arabs, againſt whom 1 was not able 
to make bead. All my merchandize was ſeiz- 
ed, my ſelf and ſervants taken priſoners, and 
baſely treated whilſt 1 continued wich them. 
On the third night I found an tunity of 
making my eſeape, which I effected, although 
not without danger. In the night I travelled, 
being well acquainted with the wilderneſs, and 
through the day. I lurked ia ſome loneſome 
thicket, til} 1 got wichin the borders of Egypt. 
When I made the beſt of my way towards the 
metropolis, expetting to find relief in thoſe 
Who ſtood indebted! to me far merebandize 
before then received. But alas! I found 
there was ſuch an univerſal inſolvency among 
my chapmen, that I could obtain no relief at 
their hands. "The late famine, my lord, diſ- 
ables many an honeſt man ſrom paying bis juſt 
debts.” I have been ſeeking throughout the 
capital, and all the neighbouring | towns, for 
an amiable young man, an Hebrew, whom ! 
brought down into Egypt and ſoldꝭ to his ord- 
ſhip the general; near twenty years ago. As 
I am perſuaded, that if he lives, he fillũ ſome 
high department; could I meet with him, I 
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doubt not but I ſhould. find a Friend in ide 
time of my neceſſu . 
friend ſaid tbe 0 


What is your name, my 

vernor, and what was the name ofthe youn = 
Hebrew?“ My name replied he is Alvah, 8 
and my friends name was Joſeph, the ſon of 
Jacob.” * I am. Joſephy returned the gove 
crnor. Vou have found yoar.- Joleph, your” 
young Hebrew, and I will befriend you Ab 
vah. He ſaid and flew: to his friend's em- 
brace, ſaying, O. my * Alvah ! my friend, F 
grieve for your: diſtreſſes, yet I rejoice that 
it is in the power of my hand to help you. 
But let me firſt pay my juſt debts, by rezurn- 
ing the money you forced me at our parting, 
Alvah.“ Here he ordered ſeven hundred. 
pieces to be counted down, and ſaid, I inſiſt 
upon it · iſ you love me my friend, that you 1 
will accept of this as- principal and intereſt, 
without makiag any words at all about it— 
And do give me a juſt (tate of all the debts- 5 
owing to vou by the Egyptians, and I Will 
be your. paymaſter, Alvah.“ Overw helmet 
with gratitude ihe good old Iſhmaelite coulcg 
not ſpeak a word. He hardly knew whether © 
the whole was not a dream. At laſt he gave - 
vent to the ſwellings of his heart, by ſhedding; 8 

a flood of tears. Then ſaid; Bleſſed be God. 
I have found you my ſon, and you are Jo- - 
feph ſtill. Riches and grandeur, haye not 
divorced vittue from your noble mia. 
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